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Hotel on Fifth Avenue, on Wednesday. 


"You have much less productivity if you're working from home in your pajamas 
with three little kids running around than if you're in an office," he continued. 


When asked about the current state of the office market and the impact of work, 
Zell provided this answer: 


"I wouldn't want to be an owner of a lot of Class B offices right now." 
The billionaire made it clear that remote work trends are temporary: 


"On the first day of Covid, nobody was in our Office. Six months later, everyone 
was in our office—and they have been for over two years." 


He said many professional skills critical for young people are developed in office 
environments, and working from home stymies that. 


"There's an enormous difference between a Zoom board meeting and a meeting 
in person. 


"A Zoom board meeting is a board meeting where everyone sits and listens to 
recitations. An in-person meeting is where the real discussion takes place." 


Zell's view on remote work is biased, considering he's made much of his fortune 
in the CRE space, and remote work has led to rising vacancy rates and sliding 
property value. 


The gold-standard measure of office occupancy trends is the card-swipe data 
provided by Kastle Systems. The average office occupancy nationwide is around 
46%, still well off the highs from pre-pandemic levels. 


We have cited the regional bank turmoil as likely going to have spillover effects 
in the CRE space -- especially the office sector. JPM, Morgan Stanley, 

and Goldman Sachs have all joined the gloom parade, warning about impending 
CRE turmoil. 


War, middle east, erdogan: march31 “A week 
ago, a drone strike hit the US occupation base at 
Kharab al-Jir military airport in Hasakah 
governorate, leaving at least one US contractor 
dead and several troops injured.” 


US Troops In Syria Treated For 
‘Traumatic Brain Injuries’ After 
Recent Attacks 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 31, 2023 - 10:20 PM 
Via The Cradle, 


Six US soldiers have been diagnosed with traumatic brain injuries as a result of 
attacks from Iran-backed groups in Syria last week, CNN reported Thursday, in 
addition to the five soldiers initially reported as injured. 


US jets then bombed several locations in the city of Deir Ezzor in retaliation, targetiA 
week ago, a drone strike hit the US occupation base at Kharab al-Jir military airport in 
Hasakah governorate, leaving at least one US contractor dead and several troops 
injured. ng the Syrian army and Iranian advisors and killing eight. 


Planet, energy, government, journal: wind power 
can't provide net-zero carbon future, would 
require 5.5 million square meters of turbine 
swept area 


"Wind Power Fails On Every Count": 
Oxford Scientist Explains The Math 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 01, 2023 - 08:00 AM 


Authored by Naveen Athrappully via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Wind power has been historically and scientifically unreliable, claims an 
Oxford University mathematician and physicist, with his calculations revealing 
the government to be pursuing a “bluster of windfarm politics” while discarding 
numerical evidence. 


“The scientist calculated that, at 100 percent efficiency, if the wind 
blows at 10 meters per second (about 22 mph), the power is 600 watts 
per square meter. Hence, to deliver 3,200 million watts, the same 
output as Hinkley Point C—a planned zero-carbon nuclear power 
station in England—there would need to be 5.5 million square meters 
of turbine swept area.” 


Chinese experiment: super 
soldiers who survive nuclear fallout, recent 


https://www.scmp.com/news 


china/science/article/3215286/ 
chinese-team-behind-extreme- 


animal-gene-experiment-says-it- 


may-lead-super-soldiers-who- 
survive 


Stats, inflation: March30O Inflation 
Hits the English Breakfast Hard 


“The good old English breakfast, while contrary to popular opinion outside of the 
country not eaten every day, is a pleasure that many families may need to cut 
down on during the current inflation crisis. 

While UK inflation (CPI) is currently at 10.4 percent, the average annual increase 
in prices in February 2023 for key ingredients of the meal was 22.4 percent. 
Most heavily affected is milk, bread and eggs, with price increases of between 
33 and 43 percent. Arguably, you could do without these ingredients if push 
comes to shove, but what about the essential elements like bacon and 
Sausages? Here, costs have gone up by 20 and 19 percent, respectively. 
Unfortunately for purists, the Office for National Statistics doesn't have data for 
baked beans.” 


Chart: Inflation Hits the English Breakfast Hard | Statista 


Body Blow To Activists: Whopping 82% Of 
Berlin's Voters Refused To Support Net Zero 
2030 As Referendum Fails 


https://pleiteticker.de/berliner- 
volksentscheid-ein-elitenprojekt- 
ist-gescheitert/ 


Berlin referendum: An elite 
project has failed 


on 27 Mar 2023 

The Latte-Macchiato faction has lost and is drowning 
in cynical accusations against the majority. The middle 
of society let the Berlin climate referendum fail. 


Liberals and conservatives, meanwhile, are justifiably 
celebrating a major victory against the Greens. 


Journal, readlater, government, 
inflation: 


How The Collapse Of SVB Led To A 
$16 Billion Taxpayer-Funded Gift 
For One Bank 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAR 28, 2023 - 03:40 PM 


Something remarkable happened yesterday: just after midnight on Sunday 
night, the FDIC announced that a small bank which almost nobody had heard of 
before, First-Citizens Bank & Trust (FCNCA) would scoop up the remaining assets 


of the now defunct Silicon Valley Bank,which imploded on March 9 following a 
furious bank run, that saw $42BN in deposits drained in hours (and 

where another $100 billion in deposits were about to be yanked on 
Friday, which is why the FDIC stepped in and shuttered the bank before market 
open on Friday March 10)... 


... and what happened next shocked everyone" FCNCA stock almost doubled, 
soaring to the highest on record. 


First-Citizens Bank & Trust 


But why would the value of the Raleigh, North Carolina-based First Citizens 
double in seconds if all it did buy assets which until just a few weeks ago were 
viewed as worthless. 


Well, because they were not worthless. Yes, SIVB certainly had its sahre of 
massive MTM losses on its HTM book (consisting primarily of Mortgage Backed 
Securities), but it also had solid loans and it is these loans that First Citizens 
bought for a song. 


As the following chart annotated by Wasteland Capital shows, the deal that First 
Citizens inked was nothing short of spectacular and explains how the small bank 
managed to double its stock price overnight. Here is what happened: 


In exchange for a discount bid of $16.5 billion, First Citizens acquired total 
assets of $110.1BN (including $35.3BN in cash), and $93.6BN in liabilities, 
including $56.5BN in deposits and $34.6BN in assumed borrowings. 

More importantly, none of the $90BN in underwater HTM "investment securities" 
that sparked the crisis in the first place were acquired; no the US taxpayers got 
to keep those courtesy of the FDIC. 

There's more: to further sweeten the deal, the FDIC pledged even more 
taxpayer funds to "incentivize" First Citizens not to walk away, and it did so by 
signing a five-year loss share agreement according to which the FDIC will 
reimburse First Cititzens for 50% of losses on commercial loans in excess of $5 
billion. 


Acquired certain assets and assumed certain liabilities of Silicon Valley 
Bridge Bank, N.A. from the FDIC 


Acquisition details 
* We acquired total assets of $110.3 billion. 


with a $16.5 billion discount bid on Preliminary Acquired Assets 


& Liabilities (” 
None of those ~$90bn of pesky {$ in millions 


assets, conssing of 
$72.1 billion in bans 


$00.5 billion in deposits underwater securities that started 
„No rnvesnmart section seated this crisis, the FDIC kept them 
*® Option t purchase all bank branches and corporate locations. Cash $ 35,264 
* Retaining erployess in he acquired rovenue-qroducing businesses and those 
Necessary 10 Manage operations to support those businesses Gross loans 72,114 
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. ind sabio unti 14", 2023 
aaam a Osher assets 2,704 
Downside protections Total assets $ 110,082 


. Tramsacton structured to Amit liquidity and credit risks to First Citizens: 


eared ANNEE ada 
Prolechon agans! credt risk > a 


” k Fren- puted ent that the F will teenbutse Fra! Deposits $ 56,491 
Sweet! Cazess losses on commercal bans n excess Borrowings ® 34,605 
Entered into a Squidity tactity with the FDIC to provide additional contingent 
funding d peeded Other liabilities 2.536 
Tse O A ae 
© Al roguiatory approvals received and transaction has closed 
* All branches now operating as a division of First Citizens Bank Discount bid on assets Gam) 
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Bottom line: virtually no risk - and what little risk is left after acquiring this 
portfolio of deeply discounted loans is shared 50-50 with US taxpayers - and 
only upside. 


And how much did this sweet taxpayer-funded deal cost First Citizens? Why a 
"whopping" $500 million... when when netting out the actual asset bid of $16.5 
billion means that First Citizens "paid" a negative $16 billion. Confused by the 
double negative? Here's the bottom line: courtesy of US taxpayers (who ended 
up getting stuffed with the toxic garbage on Silicon Valley Bank's balance 
sheet), First Citizens got $16 billion (and arguably much more) in assets 
for free. What's more, FCNCA not only got $16BN in assets for free, but the 
combination of the two banks creates a $143 billion loan portfolio and turns the 
little-known North Carolina bank into one of the country’s largest lenders to the 
venture capital and private equity industries. It also means First Citizens will 
now be one of the top 15 US banks, with more assets than the likes of 
Morgan Stanley or American Express Co., according to Federal Reserve 
data! 


One can see why the bank's market cap doubled instantly (and has a lot more to 
go once the bank crisis fizzles, once rates are cut and once loan prices resume 
their climb). 


To be sure, one could argue if this was such a sweetheart deal for First Citizens, 
why did other banks not join the bidding process. The answer to that has to do 


with the unique expertise of the bank's CEO Frank B. Holding Jr., who has now 
scooped up at least a dozen failed banks since 2008. 


“Let me say that this acquisition is compelling financially, strategically and 
operationally,” Holding, the 61-year-old chief executive officer of First Citizens 
and one of its largest individual shareholders, told analysts on a conference call 
on Monday. First Citizens’ stock soared after the announcement. “It is also a 
great illustration of regulators and banks working together to protect 
depositors.” 


Alternatively, it is a great illustration of how clueless government regulators use 
taxpayer funds to backstop deals that make billionaires even richer and while 
Elizabeth Warren still hasn't figured out what happened here, she "native 
American" will sooner or later, at which point we will get countless kangaroo 
court hearings seeking an explanation from the FDIC how this wealth transfer 
was allowed to happen. 


And while we wait, here is a snapshot of First Citizens' unique history courtesy 
of Bloomberg: 


First Citizens got its start with $10,000 in capital as the Bank of Smithfield in 
1898, primarily serving North Carolina’s Johnston County. In 1935, Frank 
Holding’s grandfather R.P. Holding took over as president and chairman, leading 
the company until his death in the 1950s. 


At that point, leadership of the bank transferred to his three sons, Robert 
Holding, Lewis R. Holding and Frank B. Holding. In the 1970s, the firm moved its 
headquarters to Raleigh as assets surpassed $1 billion for the first time, 
according to the company’s website. 


It wasn’t until 1994 that First Citizens began opening branches outside its home 
state after acquiring a bank in West Virginia. A few years later, the company 
added a federal thrift subsidiary, allowing it to expand further across the 
country. 


Frank B. Holding Jr. was named CEO of First Citizens in 2008, then chairman the 
following year, at the height of the global financial crisis. A handful of other bank 
executives - including Vice Chairman Hope Holding Bryant and President Peter 
Bristow - are also Holding family members. 


“He sort of does look like the family banker,” said Lawrence Baxter, a Duke 
University School of Law professor who once was a First Citizens customer 
himself and regularly sees Holding in ads that are part of the bank’s PBS North 
Carolina sponsorship. 


Family banker or not, Holding certainly is experienced in quickly assessing and 
scooping up distressed assets: since the global financial crisis, First Citizens has 
acquired lenders in a series of deals from Washington state to Wisconsin and 
Pennsylvania. 


“First Citizens has a history of troubled banks,” said Herman Chan, an analyst 
with Bloomberg Intelligence. “It’s a strategy to grow the bank when times 
are difficult — to conduct M&A at advantageous prices." 


Like now. 


Growth has come not only from failed-bank deals though: First Citizens last year 
completed the acquisition of the formerly high-profile CIT Group in a deal valued 
at more than $2 billion. 


“In the long run, what you'll get is more — more services, more ways to manage 
your money, more places to find us,” Holding told customers in a video 
announcing the takeover. “We’re not just making a bigger bank, we’re making 
an even better bank.” 


The moves have meant First Citizens is now a national player, with more than 
500 branches and private-banking offices spread across states as far away from 
its headquarters as Hawaii. With more than 10,000 employees, the lender offers 
the traditional businesses of banking to individual consumers and companies, 
and is also one of the largest lenders to the rail industry — even owning a fleet 
of rail cars and locomotives that it leases to railroads and shippers. 


xx OX 


While nowhere near close to Monday's multi-billion gift, Frank Holding had 
already taken advantage of SVB’s collapse by joining other regional bank 
executives in snapping up shares of their companies. He spent $260,000 buying 
up First Citizens stock in early March for $650 a share, 30% below the 
company’s current share price of $910. 


Some younger members of the Holding family are already working for the bank. 
Perry Bailey, Frank’s daughter, earned $224,082 working at First Citizens last 
year, while her cousin and Frank’s nephew John Patrick Connell pocketed 
$105,116 during the same period, according to regulatory disclosures. 


Not surprisingly, Holding and his relatives have became part of the world’s ultra- 
rich through their banking business, becoming a billionaire finance dynasty split 
across at least five branches. 


Like other billionaire dynasties, such as the Murdochs, the family has maintained 
a tight grip on the direction of their major asset, even though they don’t hold a 
majority of its equity, by employing a dual-class share structure. Frank Holding 
and his relatives hold Class B shares with 16 voting rights each, compared with 
the single vote for each of the Class A shares the banking dynasty also holds, 
and they’ve passed down their wealth generation to generation by shifting stock 
to scores of trusts. 


Frank Holding and relatives listed as First Citizens shareholders oversee a stake 
worth more than $1.7 billion in First Citizens after the company’s shares surged 
54% on Monday, erasing their sudden wealth slump from SVB’s collapse, 
according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index. They’ve also received at least 


$35 million through dividends and share sales over the past four decades and 
diversified their fortunes into commercial real estate, farming and philanthropy. 


And now, courtesy of the SIVB collapse, they are about to become even richer. 


Regulators Blame Friday's 
Deutsche Bank Crash On Single 
CDS Trade 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAR 28, 2023 - 12:15 PM 


Last Friday, what was already a bad global banking crisis following the implosion 
of the US regional banking sector and the collapse of Credit Suisse last 
weekend, turned much worse when as we showed at the time, the CDS of 
Deutsche Bank blew out to levels wider than those hit during the covid crash... 


Last Price 
HGS CDS USD SR SY D14 Corp (R1) 119.1638 
MS CDS USD SR SY DIS Corp (R1) 117.8144 
| CENC CDS USD SR 5Y D14 Corp (R1) 113.379 
W BOFA CDS USD SR SY DIS Corp (R1) 115.2495 
W 08 COS EUR SR SY D14 Corp (R1) 208.3192 
| E ENP CDS EUR SR SY D14 Corp (R1) 75.2603 


E CROSUI CDS EUR SR SY 014 Corp (L1) 240.8222 
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... and sparking another global market rout amid growing fears that the largest 
European bank could fail next. 


The CDS - and stock - rout prompted a barrage of verbal defense by everyone 
from Wall Street analysts (working for other banks and thus who are thus quite 
incentivized, and conflicted, in preventing a bank crash that would dwarf 
Lehman) and European politicians (who would be on the hook for the multi- 
billion bailout and/or depression should DB fail), and for now this has succeeded 
with both DB stock and CDS stabilizing in the past few days. Meanwhile, 
realizing they must quickly bolt down all the "weakest links" moments 

ago Bloomberg reported that regulators are taking a page out of the post- 
Lehman playbook and as part of the scapegoating campaign which 
looks at everyone but those responsible, are "singling out a trade 

on Deutsche Bank AG’s credit default swaps that they suspect fueled a 
global selloff on Friday." 


The trade in question, according to Bloomberg sources, represents a laughable 
€5 million ($5.4 million) bet on swaps tied to the German bank’s junior debt, 
which also happens to be the smallest tradable denomination and blaming the 
near collapse on DB on one single CDS trade is equivalent to blaming the May 
2010 flash crash on two-bit stay-at-home daytrader Navinder Sarao (which, 
come to think of it, is precisely what happened so we aren't that shocked). And 
to frontrun the perpetual mockery from those whoa actually know how the CDS 
market works, BBG was quick to note that CDS contracts can be illiquid, "so a 
single bet can trigger big moves." Yes it can... and a big move will trigger even 
bigger counter moves, assuming there is anyone in the market with any 
conviction. It is the fact that nobody was willing to take the other side on the 
smallest possible short risk bet targeting DB's junior debt, that speaks volumes 
about this idiotic "explanation" for why DB almost went down last Friday. 


Of course, if one is dumb enough to believe that one single, solitary trade can 
Spark a marketwide avalanche, then what happens next is obvious: 


The suspected knock-on effect was a rout that sent banking stocks tumbling, 
government bonds higher and CDS prices for lenders soaring, trimming about 
€1.6 billion off Deutsche Bank’s market cap and more than €30 billion off an 
index that tracks European banking stocks. 


So yeah, tens of billions in value wiped out because of literally the 
smallest possible CDS increment one can trade. Good narrative-shaping 
there, guys. 


There is a reason why regulators are scrambling to pin the blame on some tiny 
family office that was hoping to hedge against a DB collapse: European banks 
and their regulators have sought to underline that they have a close watch on 
risks — including rising rates — and that the industry is on a sound footing. 
Events last Friday showed just how clueless Europe's regulators are. One could 
say they are almost as clueless as their US peers who allowed the regional bank 
crisis to reach a level where nobody knows what is safe anymore. 


Amid the unwanted attention, German lender published a presentation on 
Monday that cited its “well diversified portfolio” of deposits, a key focus for 


investors following the collapse of Silicon Valley Bank. Deutsche Bank and the 
broader index rebounded on Monday, erasing some of Friday’s losses. 


So who gets to be the Nav Sarao of this bank crisis? We don't know yet, because 
according to BBG, "it’s unclear who placed the relevant trades or why they did 
it." Hilariously, even BBG admits that this wasn't some premeditated attempt by 
some rookie to crash the banking system, but rather concedes that "some data 
point to the trades being for hedging purposes, said one of the 
people." 


And just in case the laughter isn't loud enough yet, the report goes on to note 
that "there’s also a trade on Deutsche Bank’s five-year, senior CDS contracts 
executed on Thursday that attracted scrutiny, one of the people said." 


Oh, so it wasn't one CDS trade... it was two. Well, congrats to DB for 
surviving not one but two short trades! 


The search for triggers underscores a general lack of transparency in the asset 
class, which Andrea Enria, the European Central Bank’s top oversight official, 
flagged on Tuesday. He also called for global financial regulators to take a closer 
look at the CDS market. 


“There are markets like the single name CDS market which are very opaque, 
very shallow, very illiquid,” Enria said at a conference hosted by German 
newspaper Handelsblatt. “With a few millions, you can move the CDS spreads” 
of a major bank “and contaminate also stock prices and possibly also deposit 
outflows,” he said, without naming any banks. 


And just like in 2008, the demonization of CDS traders has begun. Unfortunately, 
it also means that the crisis is only just starting, and before it is done, plain 
vanilla stock shorts will also be thrown under the bus and shorting itself will be 
prohibited. 


Journal, government: Zelensky 
Invites China's Xi To Visit Ukraine 
As US Rebuffs ‘Alternate’ Peace 
Plan 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 29, 2023 - 06:20 PM 


Coming on the heels of Xi Jinping's visit to Moscow where he met with Vladimir 
Putin last week, Ukraine's Zelensky has formally invited the Chinese leader to 
visit Ukraine soon, according to his remarks in a newly published Associated 
Press interview. 


"We are ready to see him here," Zelensky said. "I want to speak with him. 
| had contact with him before full-scale war. But during all this year, more than 
one year, | didn’t have." 


Zelensky initially expressed openness in comments earlier this month given in 
reaction to Beijing's 12-point peace plan: "I think some of the Chinese proposals 
respect international law, and I think we can work on it with China," he said 
at the time. 


Just before Xi had arrived in Moscow on March 20, The Wall Street Journal had 
cited sources as saying there would be a phone call between Xi and Zelensky, 
but that doesn't appear to have ever materialized. 


Zelensky has since invited China to sign on to a 'Ukraine formula’ for peace, 
which wouldn't be conditioned on any territorial concessions. Zelensky has 
vowed to never concede an inch, but has since shown some degree of 
doubt over how his forces are faring in the battlefield, particularly in 
Bakhmut. Zelensky described that the capture of Bakhmut will mean that Putin 
will smell weakness. According to the Ukrainian leader's words this week: 


Speaking with The Associated Press, Zelenskyy said that if Bakhmut were to fall, 
Putin could "sell this victory to the West, to his society, to China, to 
Iran," as leverage to push for a ceasefire deal that would see Ukraine agree to 
give up territory. 


This, alongside the potential for Xi and Zelensky to hold direct talks, is worrying 
the Biden administration, with Ukrainian officials in the meantime seeking to 
‘assure' Washington of Kiev's steadfastness, as Newsweek in a Wednesday 
report lays out: 


The top diplomats of Ukraine and the United States on Tuesday jointly 
cautioned against giving any weight to alternate peace plans that seek a 
cease-fire without the full withdrawal of invading Russian forces, in a subtle 
rebuff of a recent proposal by China. 


"Ill-advised concessions to the aggressor would only encourage Russia to 
intensify its attacks on democracy, giving it time to rebuild its military 
capabilities and resume the armed offensive against Ukraine," Dmytro Kuleba, 
Ukraine's foreign minister, said at a virtual forum hosted by the U.S. State 
Department. 


Publicly, Kyiv and Moscow have been cautiously receptive to China's 12-point 
position paper, which reaffirms the "territorial integrity of all countries" without 
directly mentioning Ukraine, references "legitimate security interests" in 
deference to Russia, and calls for a quick end to hostilities on the ground. 


But if Russian forces do achieve a definitive victory in Bakhmut any time soon, 
this could tip the scales in favor of Ukraine taking the Chinese peace plan more 
seriously. 


As for Zelensky's invitation for Xi to visit, on Wednesday Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said she has no information on whether an 
invitation had been received by Beijing, or whether the Chinese president would 
accept it. 


War, Erdogan, energy: 


Turkey Halts 450Kb/d In Oil Output 
Via Kirkuk-Ceyhan Pipeline Amid 
Dispute With Iraq 


SYRIA \ Kirkuk Kurdish IRAN 
controlled 


LEBANON Yem IRAQ 


Iraq was forced to halt around 450,000 barrels per day of crude exports, or half 
a percent of global oil supply, from the Kurdistan region (KRI) on Saturday 
through a pipeline that runs from its northern Kirkuk oil fields to the Turkish port 


of Ceyhan, Reuters reported. 


Turkey stopped pumping Iraqi crude from the pipeline after Iraq won 
an arbitration case in which it said Turkey had violated a joint 
agreement by allowing the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) to 
export oil to Ceyhan without Baghdad's consent. 


Iraq's government said it’s up to Kurdistan to break the oil deadlock. “The ball 
now is the Kurds’ court,” Asim Jihad, a spokesman for Iraq’s Federal Ministry of 
Oil, said in an interview. 


Meanwhile, oil firms operating in the KRI are being forced to halt output or move 
production into storage, which many say will reach capacity within days, as talks 
drag between Turkey, Baghdad and the KRG to resume exports. 


Norwegian oil firm DNO said on Wednesday it had begun shutting down 
production at its Tawke and Peshkabir fields, where production averaged 
107,000 barrels per day (bpd) last year. This represents a quarter of total 
Kurdish region exports, DNO said. 


Genel Energy, a partner in the fields, said: “Peshkabir production was halted last 
night and plans drawn up to conduct deferred maintenance. Tawke production 
shutdown has started but will take an additional day or so." Genel Energy's 
remaining assets in KRI continue to flow into storage, the firm said. Production 
from its Sarta field can flow into storage until the end of the week, while tanks 
can hold production from Taq Tag until around April 21, a company 
spokesperson said on Wednesday. The fields produced a respective 4,710 bpd 
and 4,490 bpd last year. 


Canada-based Forza Petroleum, formerly Oryx Petroleum Corp, was forced to 
shut in production earlier this week from the 14,500 bpd Hawler license, which 
produced an average 13,700 bpd in January and February. 


Gulf Keystone has reduced production at the Shaikan oil field, which previously 
produced around 55,000 bpd, and said on Monday it would suspend production 
after a few days. The company declined to comment on current production 
levels. 


Dallas-based HKN Energy, which operates the Sarsang block, said on Monday it 
would shut in operations "within a week if no resolution is reached" as its 
storage facilities approach capacity. The block produced 43,048 bpd in the 
fourth quarter of last year. 


In response, the White House - which has been paranoid about even one drop of 
oil not hitting the global market on time - is pushing Iraq and Turkey to restart 
exports of crude oil and to resolve a dispute with Kurdish authorities as soon as 
possible, because the last thing Biden needs in addition to a bank crisis and 
deposit runs is another surge in gasoline prices. 


And while the Turkey-Iraq spat has taken off almost half a million barrels off the 
market, and pushed the price of Brent higher, the question is how long before 
CTAs - which are massively short oil - start to cover. As Goldman calcualted 
yesterday, "systematic positioning here leans short (went from short $10bn in 
energy before Feb 22 to now being short $30bn). Cot data re-affirming the 
above, with positioning coming in from late Feb/early-March highs." A condition 
projection of CTA activity in oil shows massive buying in the coming weeks 
should the price of oil turn higher, creating a positive feedback loop of more 
buying and more short covering. 
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BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAR 29, 2023 - 07:40 PM 

As Goldman noted overnight, the bank had received quite a few inbound client 
inquiries as to what may be behind the recent jump in crude oil prices which 
after tumbling to the lowest level since 2021 have rebounded back to almost 
$80/bbl. One answer may come from the semi-autonomous Kurdistan region of 
northern Iraq, where producers have shut in or reduced output at several 
oilfields following a halt to the northern export pipeline, company statements 
showed, with more outages on the horizon. 


Journal, markets, inflation: nice window into 
market sentiment with RH CEO earnings call 


"It's Not Rocket Science" - RH CEO 
Warns "This Is Not Normal, This Is 
Dangerous" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 30, 2023 - 01:21 PM 
RH shares are down around 5% in the pre-market as the upscale home 


furnishings company issued weaker-than-expected full-year guidance for 
FY23... 


According to the letter to shareholders, business conditions for RH are 
anticipated to remain challenging for the "next several quarters" and maybe 
even longer due to a rapidly weakening housing market, the uncertainty caused 
by the recent banking crisis, lapping of COVID-19 driven sales and backlog 
reductions. 


"4, Inflation that was thought to be “transitory” is now deemed “persistent” by 
the Federal Reserve, resulting in a record rise in interest rates triggering a 
dramatic decline of the housing market, with luxury homes sales down 45% in 
the most recent quarter versus a year ago. Add to that an underperforming 
stock market, and a banking crisis no one saw coming and the data 
points to business in our sector likely getting worse before it gets 
better," 


But, as always, it's what RH CEO Gary Friedman had to say during the earnings 
call that caught most analysts’ ears... 


In Q3 of last year, he jabbed at policymakers: "Yellen Was Massively Blind" - 
RH CEO Routs 'Slow & Wrong’ Policymakers For Making Things Worse" 


In Q4 of last year, he warned about the economy: “There Is No Soft 
Landing" - RH CEO Warns Housing Market "Looks More Like A Crash-Landing" 


And now, in Q1, the comfortably outspoken Friedman turns up the threat 
amplifier to '11'... 


As the Q&A began, a question about a lower margin outlook prompted this: 


"It's not rocket science to know this is a really bad time," according to a 
transcript from Bloomberg. 


"The fact is, we've been in a massive housing recession for the past 
year," Friedman continued. 


"The data points to business in our sector likely getting worse before it gets 
better," Friedman said, signaling additional headwinds from bank credit 
contraction ahead. 


"I've been on the planet for long enough to know this is not normal, 
and this is dangerous," he said. 


He worries about the consumer (which is important given the high-end nature of 
his company's products might suggest some insulation from that threat)... 


".,.the unsettling feeling as being a person on a Saturday afternoon is watching 
Warriors basketball game at the news cut to align formed around your local 


bank while the bank was sending hourly e-mails trying to tell you that they 
committed to serving you. It's very unsettling..." 


And more pointedly, he exclaimed that: 


"Anybody that thinks it's not a big deal, the three banks went down... 
is living in a -- with a euphoric view of the world." 


Finally, Friedman offered some advice to policymakers: 


"Just land the plane on the other side, whether it's hard, whether it's 
bumpy," Friedman said. 


"Just don't completely crash. A complete crash would look like the '70s 
and the '80s. That will take over a decade to recover from." 


Subtle, and scary, as ever... but hey, just keep listening to the MSM and the 
Biden admin about how strong the consumer is... (remember how 'sound' the US 
financial system was a month ago too?) 


Stats: Abandoned 267-Foot 
Superyacht In Caribbean Possibly 
Heading To Auction 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 31, 2023 - 06:45 AM 


An abandoned 267-foot superyacht, purportedly owned by a Russian billionaire, 
has been anchored at a Caribbean marina for the past year. After some 
deliberation, the Antigua and Barbuda government plans to sell the vessel at 
auction to pay for mounting docking fees. 


Antigua Observer Newspaper reports the $81 million superyacht "Alfa Nero" is 
reportedly owned by sanctions-hit oligarch Andrey Guryev. The vessel has been 
docked in the Caribbean since Russia invaded Ukraine. 


Prime Minister Gaston Browne said the vessel is uninsured, posing a risk to other 
yachts in Falmouth Harbour. 


“Now, this is a vessel that could be unmanned if the government does 
intervene. Anything could go wrong. Maybe some of the doors could open and 
start to take on water and it sinks," Browne said. 


He continued: 


"There could be a fire. In fact, | am told the insurance of the marina could be 
affected because we have an uninsured vessel sitting in the marina and is a risk 
to other boats. 


"We are talking about billions of dollars of assets in that harbour. And you can 
imagine if that vessel was to catch fire what will happen. 


"Think about the environmental impact, not only in terms of the oil spill and so 
on, but let us take into consideration that, as it stands now, the sewage system 
is not working. So, they're dumping sewage in the water. And that's one of the 
areas that we draw water from for the plant. So this issue is a significant threat." 


Browne added: 


"The yachting sector contributes more to our economy than even the cruise 
tourism sector. Understand the reputational damage if we fail to act and we end 
up with a major catastrophe." 


The mystery of who exactly owns the yacht continues... Blomberg reached out 
to Guryev's lawyers, who said: 


"As we have informed the Antiguan authorities, Mr. Guryev neither owns nor 
controls the Alfa Nero and has simply used the vessel from time to time under 
commercial charter since 2014." 


Antigua Port Manager Darwin Telemaque said if no one claims the vessel by 
March 31, he will be forced to send it to the auction block shortly after. 


“We're Going To See A Lot Of 
Bankruptcies": Former Home Depot 
CEO Warns 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, APR 17, 2023 - 09:20 PM 


Authored by Naveen Anthrapully via The Epoch Times, 


Bob Nardelli, the former CEO of Home Depot, is warning about more 
bankruptcies hitting the U.S. economy, and blames lawmakers for their delay in 
coming to terms regarding the country’s debt ceiling. 


“I think we’re going to see a lot of bankruptcies. Like Bed, Bath, and 
Beyond. We got Walmart not only laying people off but closing stores. We got 
Accenture laying people off. We got Amazon closing distribution centers. So, I 
think there’s a tremendous-mixed message,” Nardelli said in an April 

14 interview with Fox. 


At present, the “complexity” of the American economy is “different 
than anything I have seen in my 52 years.” 


Nardelli also blamed Congress’ inability to work together to raise the U.S. debt 
limit as creating a burden on businesses, saying that he is “definitely worried” 
about the situation. 


Washington State House Approves Bill 
Authorizing Hiding Of Children Seeking 
Transgender Medical Intervention From Parents 
Apr 17, 2023 


On April 12, House lawmakers debated Senate Bill 5599 (pdf), which creates an 
exemption for the state that grants it the right to not be required to notify 
parents of minors who have left their homes because their parents wouldn’t let 
them pursue gender transition medical procedures. 


In a video statement after the vote, Republican state Rep. Chris Corry said 
the bill “erodes parental rights in the state of Washington.” 


“Essentially what the bill would do would be if a child left a parents’ home for 
certain medical care and went to a shelter or host family, that shelter or host 
family would not be required to notify the parents of their child’s 
whereabouts,” Corry said. “This is obviously a fundamental violation of 
parental rights and something that’s deeply concerning for parents across 
Washington state.” 


Censorship, government: 


Facebook Censors Seymour Hersh's Article 
About US Involvement In Nord Stream Pipeline 
Attack 

Authored by Paul Joseph Watson via Summit News, 


Facebook is censoring Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Seymour 
Hersh’s story about US involvement in the destruction of Russia’s Nord 
Stream pipelines using a ‘fact checker’ with links to the Norwegian 
government in what represents a clear conflict of interest. 


New Bill Would Classify 
Conservative Speech As 'Domestic 
Violence Extremism' 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 07:20 PM 


Authored by Dmytro "Henry" Aleksandrov via Headline USA, 


Proposed legislation that would classify conservative free speech as 
domestic terrorism is being called “the most dangerous bill in 
legislative history.” 


One of the infamous /6 violent rioters kneels in front of the Washington 
Monument. / PHOTO: AP 

Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson is aggressively pushing 
legislation that would establish a 13-member panel to determine what 
constitutes disinformation and misinformation rising to the level of “domestic 
violence extremism,” according to The Center Square. The panel would also 
collect data on incidents of their pickings of domestic violent 
extremism and classify noncriminal activities or speech as such. 


Free speech advocates blasted the bill for targeting conservatives and 
criminalizing anyone who expresses an opinion that runs counter to a regime- 
approved narrative. 


“This commission is specifically designed to target conservatives and quash any 
government opposition, which is why the legislation purposefully ignores Antifa 
and Black Lives Matter extremists. Indeed, it expressly supports those 

tactics,” wrote Seattle KTTH talk-show host Jason Rantz, who called it “the most 
dangerous bill in legislative history.” 


According to Rantz’s interpretation of comments that AG Ferguson made ina 
January interview with PBS, the idea behind the bill is to “take preemptive 
measures to stop actual domestic terrorist acts through community 
intervention,” such as compelling people identified as “extremists” to undergo 
counseling. 


“Let’s engage in prevention, of getting folks — avoiding them being radicalized 
in the first place. If somebody is radicalized and wants removal, move away 
from that, how can we help them with counseling, for example, to get them 
away from that ideology?” Ferguson told PBS host Laura Barr6én-Lépez. 


“So, looking at from a more holistic standpoint, we think, addresses 
prevention, addresses helping folks who’ve been radicalized and take a 
more holistic view of this to address what is a huge challenge, not just 
in Washington state, but all across the country.” 


However, Rantz noted that the bill goes far beyond just that goal. 


“They say this is about violence, but it’s not about violence. It’s 
actually about speech,” he told Fox News on Friday. 


“We already have laws on the books that very clearly address violence. What 
they’re trying to do with this commission is create what they’re calling a ‘public 
health approach’ to some of these ideologies.” 


Rantz also explained that the commission could see the opposition to critical 
race theory, mask mandates and radical gender ideology connected to “white 
Supremacy.” 


“They are singularly focused on the Right,” Rantz said. “What this commission 
will end up doing is... recommending legislation that could not only lead to 
imprisoning people for having certain kinds of political positions, but also forcing 
them into counseling.” 


Politico Surrenders To Woke 
Tantrum By Millennial Staffers, 
Now Has 'Banned Words' List 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 07:25 PM 


Progressive millennials within Politico threw a giant temper tantrum, and got 
their way. 


Banned words 


oo 0 0 o Oo * 


Several weeks after the transgender sermon, Politico appointed a new standards 
editor to oversee editorial content - former White House correspondent Anita 
Kumar. Under her, a new 2022 style guide was implemented which includes 
a list of 'noninclusive' words deemed verboten. Via The Spectator: 


Mankind 

Man-made 

Manhunt 

Crack the whip: unacceptable because of origins in slavery 

Waiter or waitress: server should be used instead 

Biological gender, biological sex, biological woman, biological female, biological 
man, or biological male 

Illegal immigrant or illegal alien 

Cake walk: “originated during slavery” and thus perpetuates “racist motifs” 

In reference to illegal migration: ons/aught, tidal 

wave, flood, inundation, surge, invasion, army, march, sneak and stealth 
Anchor baby 

Chain migration: this is a term used by “immigration hard-liners” 

Peanut gallery: “the cheapest seats often occupied by Black people and people 
with low incomes” 

Third-world countries: too “derogatory” 


The guide also warns reporters not to say a transgender individual 
‘identifies’ as a certain gender, or to describe the border crisis as a 'crisis' 
because "while the sharp increase in the arrival of unaccompanied minors is a 
problem for border officials, a political challenge for the Biden administration 
and a dire situation for many migrants who make the journey, it does not fit the 
dictionary definition of a crisis." 


Exploring The Five Best US Cities 
For Bitcoin Enthusiasts 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 08:40 PM 
Authored by Jenna Hall via BitcoinMagazine.com, 


Tech, ai, markets: Billionaire Ken 
Griffin Negotiating ChatGPT 
License For Citadel Empire 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 06:20 PM 


Citadel CEO Ken Griffin has taken a different approach from Wall Street banks, 
who have banned using artificial intelligence chatbots in their offices. Instead, 

Griffin is currently in the process of obtaining a company-wide license to utilize 
OpenAl's ChatGPT tool. 


"This branch of technology has real impact on our business," Griffin 

told Bloomberg in an interview on Tuesday in sunny Palm Beach, Florida. 
"Everything from helping our developers write better code to translating 
software between languages to analyze various types of information that we 
analyze in the ordinary course of our business," he added. 


Griffin, who heads the South Florida hedge fund Citadel and capital-markets firm 
Citadel Securities, touted the chatbot as the "fastest-growing consumer 
application in the history of the internet." He emphasized: "I'm really excited to 
see how this changes the world." 


Griffin views ChatGPT as a way to streamline tasks for employees, enabling 
them to be more productive. "It will take an enormous amount of work that's 
done today by people, and do it in a distinctly different, highly automated, 
efficient way," he said. 


Last year was a banner year for both of Griffin's companies, with Citadel 
Securities raking in revenue of $7.5 billion and becoming the largest trading unit 


in the US. Similarly, Griffin's flagship hedge fund recorded a 38% surge due to 
strong performances in equities and commodities. 


The billionaire founder is setting a precedent for the industry at a time when 
many Wall Street banks, such as Bank of America Corp., Citigroup Inc., Deutsche 
Bank AG, Goldman Sachs Group Inc., and Wells Fargo & Co., have prohibited 
ChatGPT from the office. 


Markets, inflation, government: 


The 2-Year Yields 5%... So What? 


2Y TSY Yield 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 04:29 PM 


By Peter Tchir of Academy Securities 


The 2-Year Yields 5% - So What 

Away from zero day to expiration options (ODTE), everyone in the market (and 
beyond) seems fixated on 2-year yields. There are about 100 iterations of the 
following question: 


Shouldn’t I just put my money into 2-year treasuries? They are yielding 
5%, after all? 


Where to invest on the yield curve is always on my mind, but suddenly everyone 
seems to be talking about the 2-year. Not just bond “geeks” but mom and pop 
investors. Not just about where on the yield curve, but as part of every asset 
allocation conversation. Bob Pisani and | spoke last night for this CNBC piece on 
“tech and quality stocks” and he also mentioned he was being inundated with 
calls, from unlikely corners about the investment merits of the 2-year Treasury. 


Vaccine, journal, another example 
of the msm playing into the anti- 
vax sentiment, something that 
could lead to a major culture 
Clash in the event of a new 
pandemic wave, especially if it is 
much more pronounced than t 
he last. They will say the 
antivaxxer put everybody in the 
danger. They told you to take off 
your masks, not take vaccines; 
they said nobody died! And 
then it will be so easy to push 
forward whatever agenda that 
they may have on the table. Just 
food for thought, of course. 
Watch: Rand Paul Accuses Fauci 


Of "Elaborate Cover-Up" Of 
COVID Lab Leak 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 02:25 PM 


Authored by Steve Watson via Summit News 


Senator Rand Paul asserted Tuesday that Anthony Fauci, along with 
other scientists working with him at the National Institutes Of Health 
engaged in an “elaborate cover-up” of the lab origin of the coronavirus 
pandemic in order to hide their own involvement. 


> RAND PAUL (R) | KENTUCKY SENATOR 


een hte COMING UP 
JUNE 2021; FAUCI SAID COVID COULD HAVE EMERGED FROM A LAB LEAK 


(75% HOUSE GOP: FAUCI PUSHED STUDY TO DISPROVE LAB LEAK | ua 1 


“The reason Dr. Fauci didn’t want any attention drawn to this or to his 
funding of the lab is that ultimately he would have culpability,” Paul 
said in a Fox News interview. 


“There’s a responsibility - because for years he had advocated for gain-of- 
function research. He’s even quoted as saying in 2012, if a pandemic should 
occur, if a scientist should be bitten by an animal and the virus gets out of the 
lab, it would be worth the knowledge,” Paul added. 


The Senator continued, “Dr. Fauci and Dr. Collins and others orchestrated 
a cover-up. There are emails between [former National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) Director Dr. Francis] Collins and Dr. Fauci in which Dr. Collins says this 
wouldn’t be good for China, this wouldn’t be good for science - meaning that it 
wouldn’t be good for the business of science, for the money that changes 
hands.” 


“There’s so much going on here. And when the American public finally 
finds out, | mean, there’s going to be such dissatisfaction in this 
country like you can’t believe,” the Senator further urged. 


“For example, we know that the NIH gave money to American universities who 
then gave it to military researchers ... with the title of general and colonel in the 
[Chinese] People’s Liberation Army,” Paul added. 


Paul also spoke about the involvement of Peter Daszak who received funding 
through EcoHealth Alliance. 


“[T]he money definitely went to gain-of-function research. They would 
take a known SARS virus - this is the backbone or the original SARS from 2003 
and 2004 - they would go to bat caves eight or 10 hours away, find new viruses, 
take the S-protein off and merge them into brand-new viruses never before 
found in nature,” Paul said. 


The Senator added that Fauci will likely be considered a “hostile witness” when 
he is called to testify again before the new Select Subcommittee on the 
Coronavirus Pandemic. 


“Fauci can remember all the mandates. He wants to tell you how to wear four 
masks. He can remember everything, but he can’t recall anything he did with 
setting up that first journal article to justify the cover-up,” Paul said. 


Watch: 


In a further interview with Newsmax, Paul expanded on how Fauci pressured 
other scientists to steer away from the lab leak origin story. 


“I think, his guilt and his fear of retribution, or his fear of culpability, led him to 
perhaps the most massive cover-up in modern medical history,” Paul stated. 


Markets, government, censorship: Adidas To 
Cut Dividend 80% After Losing $1.3 
Billion Severing Ties With Kanye 
West 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 01:45 PM 


Adidas announced on Wednesday that it would slash its dividend by 
79% because severing ties with "Yeezy" designer Kanye West has decimated 
earnings to the tune of $1.3 billion. 


"2023 will be a transition year to build the base for 2024 and 2025," said Bjørn 

Gulden, who took over as Adidas's CEO in January, and promised to rebuild the 

company's reputation. "We need to reduce inventories and lower discounts. We 
can then start to build a profitable business again in 2024." 


As FT notes, Gulden is disinclined to burn the shoes orgive them away, both of 
which would entail a €500mn write-off. Instead, he suggested selling the trainers 
and donating the profits to charity. 


Backing out Yeezy’s operating profit in 2021 suggests Adidas is starting from 
margins in mid-single digits. The current year should be one of transition. 
Dispiritingly, guidance points to negative sales growth as the company pushes 
inventory out of the door. -FT 


"We will bring it back to be the best sports brand in the world once 
again," he added. 


"Wartime Scenario" Unfolds As 
Taiwan Suspects Chinese Ships Cut 
Undersea Internet Cables 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 01:05 PM 


According to Taiwanese authorities, on Feb. 2, a Chinese fishing boat damaged 
an undersea communications cable that connects Taiwan's main island to Matsu 
Islands. About one week later, a Chinese cargo ship severed another cable. 


Located approximately 30 miles off the coast of China, the tiny island of Dongyin 
has quickly established a backup communication system, as reported by 
the WS]. The new system uses a high-powered microwave radio to transmit data 


to Taipei. WSJ described the disruption as a "wartime scenario" and "in a 
potential preview of a Chinese attack." 


Taiwan has a network of fourteen undersea fiber-optic cables, some buried as 
Shallow as 6 feet below the seabed. These cables are critical as they provide 
95% of the island's data-and-voice traffic. 
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If Western military planners learned anything from the full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, Russia made a considerable effort to severe internet infrastructure in 
the Eastern European country in the early days of the war. 


The Ukraine war has demonstrated how vital the internet can be to a smaller 
country facing invasion, for both mustering global support and coordinating 
resistance. If China were to cut Taiwan's cables, most of the island would be 
thrown offline, leaving it vulnerable. --WS/ 


The loss of internet across the Matsu Islands has alerted Taiwan to the potential 
national security threat posed by Beijing, which considers the island nation part 


of China and has expressed intentions to take control of it. 


WS] said no evidence so far supports Beijing intentionally cut Matsu Island's 
internet. Taiwanese officials have theorized that illegal Chinese sand dredging 
around the tiny island exposed the cables and allowed for accidental damage by 
vessels. 


However, Taiwanese lawmakers warn: 


"If an internet outage can happen on Matsu, the same could happen in Taiwan," 
said Wen Lii, director of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party in Matsu's 
Lienchiang county. 


And there's good news for Taiwan -- just like Ukraine -- satellite-based internet 
service Starlink offered by Elon Musk's SpaceX provides high-speed internet that 
neither Russia nor China can fully disrupt. 


Energy, war: 


Russians Claim Control Over 
Bakhmut's East 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 11:00 AM 

According to Reuters, the head of Russia's Wagner mercenary group said on 
Wednesday his forces had taken full control of the eastern part of the Ukrainian 
city of Bakhmut as one of the bloodiest battles of the year-long war appears 
close to ending. If the claim is true, it would mean Russian forces control nearly 
half the city in their push to secure their first big victory in several months. 


The General Staff of the Ukraine's Armed Forces said in its Wednesday morning 
report: "The enemy, despite significant losses, ... continues to storm the town of 
Bakhmut." 


Wagner head Yevgeny Prigozhin said his fighters, who have been spearheading 
the Russian campaign to seize Bakhmut, had now captured the city's east. 
"Everything east of the Bakhmutka River is completely under the control of 
Wagner," Prigozhin said on Telegram. 


“Coordinated Media Hoax 
Campaign" - Russia Blasts NYTimes 
Report On Nord Stream "Monstrous 
Crime" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 10:19 AM 

As a reminder, last month, Pulitzer prize winning journalist Seymour 

Hersh concluded that the United States blew up the Russia-to-Germany 
Nord Stream natural gas pipelines last September as part of a covert 
operation under the guise of the BALTOPS 22 NATO exercise. 
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Yesterday, four weeks after Hersh's bombshell report, anonymous US 
intelligence officials told the VY Times that the saboteurs are likely "pro- 
Ukraine, possibly government-trained Ukrainian or Russian nationals, 
or some combination of the two," but that "no American or British 
nationals were involved." 


Stats, markets, government: 


VC Funds See "Mass Extinction 
Event" For Startups In 2023: "It 
Will Make The Financial Crisis Look 
Quaint" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 07:55 AM 

Leading venture capital players are predicting a “mass extinction event” for 
early- and mid-stage startups that will make the global fiscal collapse in 2008 
“look quaint” by comparison. According to Globest, a new survey has found 
that 81% of early-stage startups are facing a failure in 2023 because— 
as of the end of October—they had less than 12 months of capital left 


to keep going because VC funds turned the spigot off last year ona 
flood of seed funding. 


An international survey of 450 startup founders in the US and Europe was 
conducted between August and October 2022 by research firm January 
Ventures, with 61% of respondents from the US and 32% from Europe. The 
founders who participated in the survey also were categorized by the level of 
funding for the startup: 48% of respondents said they had raised pre-seed 
funding, 32% said they had raised seed funding and 16% hadn't started raising 
funding. 


The survey found that four out of five startups are at risk of failure this 
year, with less than 12 months of “runway” left—defined as “enough capital to 
keep the lights on” (in the dot.com era they called this a “burn rate,” a 
reference to the amount of VC capital a startup was burning through before 
generating any revenue). 


The Widening War: How The Nato- 
Russia Confrontation Is Playing Out 
In North Africa 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 08, 2023 - 03:00 AM 


Authored by Conor Gallagher via NakedCapitalism.com, 


Western officials are now openly admitting the war against Russia (and 
China) is worldwide and composed of competing blocs... 


Stats, government, markets: Fed 
Panics: Signature Bank Closed By 
Regulators; Fed, TSY, FDIC 


Announce Another Banking System 
Bailout 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAR 12, 2023 - 09:45 PM 


6:20pm ET Update: Panic is finally here. 


The Fed also said that it is prepared to address any liquidity pressures that may 
arise, which in turn has just unveiled the first bailout acronym of the new crisis: 
the Bank Term Funding Program, or BTFP. Some more details: 


The financing will be made available through the creation of a new 
Bank Term Funding Program (BTFP), offering loans of up to one year in 
length to banks, savings associations, credit unions, and other eligible 
depository institutions pledging U.S. Treasuries, agency debt and 
mortgage-backed securities, and other qualifying assets as 

collateral. These assets will be valued at par. The BTFP will be an 
additional source of liquidity against high-quality securities, 
eliminating an institution’s need to quickly sell those securities in 
times of stress. 


The Fed explains that the Department of the Treasury will make available "up 
to $25 billion from the Exchange Stabilization Fund as a backstop for 
the BTFP." And while the Federal Reserve - which was completely clueless 
about this banking crisis until Thursday - does not anticipate that it will be 
necessary to draw on these backstop funds, we anticipate that the final number 
of needed backstop liquidity be somewhere north of $2 trillion. 


What is more notable is that the BTFP - or Buy The Fucking Pivot - facility, will 
pledge collateral at par, not at market value, thus giving banks credit 
for all those hundreds of billions in unrealized net losses, and allowing 
banks to "unlock liquidity" based on losses which the Fed and TSY now 
backstop! 


Additionally, the trio announced that all depositors at Silicon Valley Bank will 
be bailed out, as will the depositors of New York's Signature Bank, which has 


just failed as well, and whose depositors will be made whole after invoking a 
"systemic risk exception" 


After receiving a recommendation from the boards of the FDIC and the Federal 
Reserve, and consulting with the President, Secretary Yellen approved actions 
enabling the FDIC to complete its resolution of Silicon Valley Bank, Santa Clara, 
California, in a manner that fully protects all depositors. Depositors will have 
access to all of their money starting Monday, March 13. No losses associated 
with the resolution of Silicon Valley Bank will be borne by the taxpayer. 


We are also announcing a similar systemic risk exception for Signature Bank, 
New York, New York, which was closed today by its state chartering authority. 
All depositors of this institution will be made whole. As with the resolution of 
Silicon Valley Bank, no losses will be borne by the taxpayer. 


While depositors are safe, creditors and equity holders are not: 


Shareholders and certain unsecured debtholders will not be protected. Senior 
management has also been removed. Any losses to the Deposit Insurance Fund 
to support uninsured depositors will be recovered by a special assessment on 
banks, as required by law. 


Finally, the Federal Reserve Board on Sunday announced it will make available 
additional funding to eligible depository institutions to help assure banks have 
the ability to meet the needs of all their depositors. 


The conclusion: 


The U.S. banking system remains resilient and on a solid foundation, in large 
part due to reforms that were made after the financial crisis that ensured better 
safeguards for the banking industry. Those reforms combined with today’s 
actions demonstrate our commitment to take the necessary steps to ensure that 
depositors’ savings remain safe. 


Translation: the Fed's hiking cycle is dead and buried, and here comes the next 
round of massive liquidity injections. It also means that the Fed, Treasury and 
FDIC have just experienced the most devastating humiliation in recent history - 
just 4 days ago Powell was telling Congress he could hike 50bps and here we 
are now using taxpayer funds to bail out banks that have collapsed 
because they couldn't even handle 4.75% and somehow the Fed has no 
idea! 


To summarize: 


e Signature Bank has been closed 

e All depositors of Silicon Valley Bank and Signature Bank will be fully 
protected 

Shareholders and certain unsecured debtholders will not be protected 
New Fed 13(3) facility announced with $25 billion from ESF to backstop 
bank deposits 


zerohedgedotcom/markets/svb- 
latest-developments-live-blog-fdic- 
auction-failed-svb-assets-underway 


Stats, government: These Are The 
15 Largest US Cities By GDP 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, MAR 12, 2023 - 08:45 PM 

The United States has the largest GDP in the world in nominal terms, and urban 
areas are a major contributor to the country’s economic might. In fact, 
metropolitan areas account for roughly 90% of U.S. economic output. 
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Stats: Pope Francis Bashes Gender 
Ideology, Calls It "Dangerous" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAR 12, 2023 - 04:45 PM 


Pope Francis told journalist Elisabetta Pique of the Argentine newspaper La 
Nacion, "Gender ideology, today, is one of the most dangerous 
ideological colonization" and argued its 'woke' proponents are "naive" if they 
"believe that it is the path of progress." 


"Gender ideology, at this time, is one of the most dangerous ideological 
colonizations. It goes beyond the sexual. Why is it dangerous? Because 

it dilutes differences, and the richness of men and women and of all humanity 
is the tension of differences," Francis said in the March 10 interview. 


Despite being celebrated as a progressive religious figure, Francis has 
consistently adhered to orthodox teachings regarding celibacy and sexuality. He 
has attributed the global push for transgenderism to people who "do not 
distinguish what is respect for sexual diversity or diverse sexual preferences 
from what is already an anthropology of gender, which is extremely 
dangerous because it eliminates differences, and that erases humanity, 
the richness of humanity, both personal, cultural, and social, the diversities and 
the tensions between differences." 

mos 


l { 
| . 


Francis reiterated his opposition over the last ten years. In 2016, he said: 


"Today children — children — are taught in school that everyone can choose his 
or her sex. Why are they teaching this? Because the books are provided by the 
people and institutions that give you money. These forms of ideological 
colonization are also supported by influential countries. And this is terrible!" 


Censorship, government: UK 
Disinformation Unit Monitored 
Headmaster Who Questioned 
COVID-19 Vaccines For Children 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAR 12, 2023 - 08:00 AM 


Authored by Owen Evans via The Epoch Times, 


A headmaster who questioned the effects of lockdown and masking on children, 
as well as the MRNA vaccine rollout, was reported to the UK’s terror watchdog 
and had his social media posts monitored by government disinformation units. 


In January, Westminster confirmed that it had monitored lockdown 
critics including Conservative MPs and journalists on social media 
platforms via its disinformation units, after documents were obtained 
by the civil liberties group Big Brother Watch. 


Headmaster Mike Fairclough, who has 20 years’ experience in running the state- 
funded West Rise Junior School for 7- to 11-year-olds in Eastbourne on the south 
coast, told The Epoch Times that he also had been monitored. 


Fairclough was one of the very few voices in education, and the only serving 
headmaster, to express concerns over the effects of the response to the 
pandemic on children and the resultant mental health problems. 


“My personal belief is that the risks from these vaccines outweigh any 
possible benefits for a child,” Fairclough told The Epoch Times. 


“I have conveyed my opinion using my social media channels, generally by 
reposting and quoting mainstream media articles which have supported my 
stance,” he added. 


Fairclough said that colleagues within the education sector have remained 
“publicly silent” on the subject of the vaccines for children and that “there is still 
an air of fear and caution around even mildly sceptical conversations about it.” 


Sta ts: 99% of online political contributions made by Twitter employees in 


2021 went to Dems, according to Federal Election Commission data. 


War, china, middle east: China Blasts 
America's "Illegal" Occupation Of 
Syria In Wake Of Failed House Vote 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 02:00 PM 


China has weighed in on the Pentagon's continued occupation of Syria in the 
wake of Wednesday's Republican-sponsored War Powers Resolution in the 
House, which according to Congressman Matt Gaetz was aimed specifically at 
forcing President Biden to withdraw all American troops from Syria. 


In a Friday press briefing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning was 
asked for a response to the vote. She demanded that the US "immediately 
end the troops’ illegal occupation and plundering" and to halt the 
sanctions regimen which is crushing the Syrian economy and thus increasing the 
misery of common people. 


Stats, government, censorship: 
City Of Newark Humiliated In 
‘Sister City’ Scam 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 08:00 PM 

The city of Newark, New Jersey fell victim to a humiliating scam in 
which its mayor signed a "sister city" agreement with a nonexistent 
Hindu nation called "The United States of Kailasa." 


Newark city 
officials celebrate the signing of their international agreement with the 
nonexistent "United States of Kailasa" (Photo: United States of Kailasa) 
Kailasa exists only as an elaborate website created by a fugitive who's 
been on the lam from Indian authorities since 2019 after being charged 
with rape, reports CBS New York. However, in a January 12 ceremony, Mayor 
Ras Baraka signed a cultural and trade deal with the contrived country. 


Vaccine, war, china: Entire US 
Congress Votes To Declassify 
COVID-19 Origins Intel 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 06:00 PM 

100% of lawmakers in the House on Friday voted to pass a bill requiring the 
Biden administration to declassify intelligence related to investigations 
into the Wuhan Institute of Virology in China and Covid-19. 
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WUHAN INSTITUTE OF VIROLOGY 


The Covid Origins Act of 2023, sponsored by Sens. Josh Hawley (R-MO) and Mike 
Braun (R-IN), passed by a vote of 410 to 0, after clearing the Senate 
by unanimous consent last week. 


"Covid-19 pandemic wreaked havoc across the country with almost 
every household feeling its effects. The United States death toll from this 
virus has surpassed one million people. Although concrete data is hard to lock 
down, millions of people are suffering from the long-term effects directly 
attributed to this virus. It is becoming increasingly clear that school-aged 
children face hurdles because of long-term school closures. The American 
people need to know all the aspects, including how this virus was 
created and specifically, whether it was a natural occurrence of the 


result of a lab-related event," said House Intelligence Committee Chairman 
Mike Turner (R-OH) in a floor speech. 


Next stop, President Biden's desk. 


And while Biden has officially said he hasn't "made that decision yet" over 
whether to sign it into law and release the intelligence, we can't imagine he 
won't, lest he defy the entirety of Congress. 


Journal, vaccine, war: When 
Censorship Fails: Two Thirds Of US 
Adults Think COVID Likely Started 
In A Lab 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 04:00 PM 

Tomorrow marks the third anniversary of the World Health 
Organization declaring Covid-19 a pandemic. 


As Statista's Anna Fleck notes, three years on and much has changed, including 
Opinions on how the virus started, with one origin theory having taken 
particular hold in the United States. 


According to the latest survey carried out by The Economist and YouGov, a 
majority of U.S. adults now think that Covid originated in a laboratory 
in China, whether intentionally or as a chance mutation. 


Two Thirds of U.S. Adults Think 
Covid Likely Started in a Lab 


U.S. adults’ opinion on the theory that Covid-19 originated 
from a laboratory in China (in percent) 
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1,498 U.S. adults surveyed Mar. 4-7, 2023 
Source: The Economist/YouGov 
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You will find more infographics at Statista 


As Statista's chart shows, 66 percent of U.S. respondents thought this 
theory was either probably or definitely true. 


China has responded to the lab leak report by saying that the U.S. is 
politicizing the debate. 


(more playing into the anti-vax 
narrative. We’ve been seeing that 
a lot lately.. 


Why now, all of a sudden..?) 


(More playing into the anti-vax 
narrative.) 


“Dear Conservatives, | Apologize..." 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 05:30 PM 


Authored by Dr. Naomi Wolf via 'Outspoken' Substack, 


My "Team" was Taken in By Full-Spectrum 
Propaganda... 


There is no way to avoid this moment. The formal letter of apology. From me. To 
Conservatives and to those who “put America first” everywhere. 


It’s tempting to sweep this confrontation with my own gullibility under the rug — 
to “move on” without ever acknowledging that | was duped, and that as a result 
| made mistakes in judgement, and that these mistakes, multiplied by the tens 
of thousands and millions on the part of people just like me, hurt millions of 
other people like you all, in existential ways. 


But that erasure of personal and public history would be wrong. 
| owe you a full-throated apology. 


| believed a farrago of lies. And, as a result of these lies, and my 
credulity — and the credulity of people similarly situated to me - many 
conservatives’ reputations are being tarnished, on false bases. 


The proximate cause of this letter of apology is the airing, two nights ago, of 
excepts from tens of thousands of hours of security camera footage from the 
United States Capitol taken on Jan 6, 2021. The footage was released by House 


Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) to Fox News commentator Tucker Carlson 


[httos://www.axios.com/2023/03/08/mccarthy-defends-jan-6-footage-tucker-...]. 


While “fact-checkers” state that it is “misinformation” to claim that 
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi was in charge of Capitol Police on that day 
[https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2021/07/27/fact-check-nancy- 
pelosi-isnt-in-charge-capitol-police/8082088002/], the fact is that the USCP is 
under the oversight of Congress, according to — the United States Capitol 


Police: [https://www.uscp.gov/the-department/oversight]. 


This would be the same Congress that convened the January 6 Committee 
subsequently, and that used millions of dollars in taxpayer money to turn that 
horrible day, and that tragic event, into a message point that would be used to 
tar a former President as a would-be terrorist, and to smear all Republicans, by 
association, as “insurrectionists,” or as insurrectionists’ sympathizers and 
fellow-travelers. 


There is no way to unsee Officer Brian Sicknick, claimed by some 
Democrats in leadership and by most of the legacy media to have been 
killed by rioters at the Capitol that day, alive in at least one section of 
the newly released video. The USCP medical examiner states that this 
Officer died of “natural causes,” but also that he died “in the line of 
duty.” Whatever the truth of this confusing conclusion, and with all 
respect for and condolences to Officer Sicknick’s family, the 
circumstances of his death do matter to the public, as without his 
death having been caused by the events of Jan 6, the breach of the 
capitol, serious though it was, cannot be described as a “deadly 
insurrection.” [https://www.uscp.gov/media-center/press-releases/medical- 
examiner-finds-uscp-officer-brian-sicknick-died-natural-causes] Sadly, though 
the contrary was what was reported, Officer Sicknick died two days after Jan 6, 
from suffering two strokes. https://lawandcrime.com/u-s-capitol-siege/capitol- 
police-officer-brian-sicknick-died-of-natural-causes-after-suffering-two-strokes- 
day-after-jan-6-report/ 


There is no way for anyone thoughtful, even if he or she is a lifelong Democrat, 
not to notice that Sen Chuck Schumer did not say to the world that the 
footage that Mr Carlson aired was not real. Rather, he warned that it was 
“shameful” for Fox to allow us to see it. The Guardian characterized Mr Carlson’s 
and Fox News’ sin, weirdly, as “Over-Use” of Jan 6 footage. Isn't the press 
supposed to want full transparency for all public interest events? 
[https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/live/2023/mar/07/biden-medicare-taxes- 


desantis-trump-2024-live-updates] How can you “over-use” real footage of 
events of national relevance? 


Sen Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate minority leader, did not say the 
video on Fox News was fake or doctored. He said, rather, that it was “a 
mistake” to depart from the views of the events held by the chief of the Capitol 
Police. This is a statement from McConnell about orthodoxy — not a statement 
about a specific truth or untruth. 
[https://www.c-span.org/video/?c5060662/senator-mcconnell-calls-tucker- 
carlsons-depiction-january-6-attack-mistake] 


| don’t agree with Mr Carlson’s interpretation of the videos as depicting “mostly 
peaceful chaos.” [https://thehill.com/homenews/media/3887103-tucker-carlson- 
shows-the-first-of-his-jan-6-footage-calls-it-mostly-peaceful-chaos/] | do think it 
is a mistake to downplay how serious it is when a legislative institution suffers a 
security breach of any kind, however that came to be. 


But you don’t have to agree with Mr Carlson’s interpretation of the 
videos, to believe, as I do, that he engaged in valuable journalism 
simply by airing the footage that was given to him. 


And remember, by law that footage belongs to us — it is a public record, and all 
public records literally belong to the American people. “In a democracy, records 
belong to the people,” explains the National Archives. 


[https://www.archives.gov/publications/general-info-leaflets/1-about- 


archives.html] 


You don’t have to agree with Carlson’s interpretation of the videos, to notice the 
latest hypocrisy by the Left. My acquaintance and personal hero Daniel Ellsberg 
was rightly lionized by the Left for having illegally leaked the Pentagon 

Papers. The New York Times was rightly applauded for having run this leaked 
material in 1971. [https:/Awww.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1435/daniel- 
ellsberg]. 


I do not see how Mr Carlson’s airing of video material of national 
significance that the current government would prefer to keep hidden, 
or Fox News’ support for its disclosure to the public, is any different 
from that famous case of disclosure of inside information of public 
importance. 


You don’t have to agree with Mr Carlson’s interpretation of the videos, to 
conclude that the Democrats in leadership, for their own part, have cherry- 
picked, hyped, spun, and in some ways appear to have lied about, aspects of 


January 6, turning a tragedy for the nation into a politicized talking point aimed 
at discrediting half of our electorate. 


From the start, there have been things about the dominant, 
Democrats’ and legacy media’s, narrative of Jan 6, that seemed off, or 
contradictory, to me. (That does not mean | agree with the interpretation of 
these events in general on the right. Bear with me). 


There is no way to un-hear the interview that Mr Carlson did with former Capitol 
police office Tarik Johnson, who said that he received no guidance when he 
called his superiors, terrified, as the Capitol was breached, to ask for direction. 


police-officer-ignored-by-jan-6-panel-amid-footage-release] 


That situation is anomalous. 


There is a/ways a security chain of command in the Capitol, at the Rayburn 
Building, at the White House of course, and so on, which is part of a rock-solid 


“security plan.” [https://Awww.dhs.gov/news/2014/09/30/written-testimony-usss- 


director-hou...]. 


There are usually, indeed, multiple snipers standing on the steps of the Capitol, 
facing outward. | made note of this when | was researching and writing The End 
of America. There is never improvisation, or any confusion in security practices 
or in what is expected of “the security plan”, involving “principals” such as 
Members of Congress, or staff at the White House. | know this as a former 
political consultant and former White House spouse. 


The reason for a tightly scripted chain of command and an absolutely ironclad 
security plan in these buildings, is so that security crises such as the events of 
Jan 6 can never happen. 


The fact that so much confusion in security practice took place on Jan 6, is hard 
to understand. 


There is no way to not see that among the violent and terrifying scenes of that 
day, as revealed by Mr Carlson, there were also scenes of officers with the 
United States Capitol Police accompanying one protester who would become 
iconic, the “Q-Anon Shaman”, Jacob Chansley - and escorting him peaceably 
through the hallways of our nation’s legislative center. 
[https://www.foxnews.com/media/former-lawyer-qanon-shaman-says-jan-6- 


footage-wasnt-shown-client-calls-prison-sentence-tragedy ]. 


| was oddly unsurprised to see the “Q-Anon Shaman” being ushered through the 
hallways by Capitol Police; he was ready for the cameras in full makeup, horned 


fur hat, his tattooed chest bare (on a freezing day), and adorned in other highly 
cinematic regalia. | don’t know what Mr Chansley thought he was doing there 
that day, but so many subsequent legacy media images of the event put him so 
dramatically front and center — and the barbaric nature of his appearance was 
so illustrative of exact/y the message that Democrats in leadership wished to 
send about the event — that | am not surprised to see that his path to the 
center of events was not blocked but was apparently facilitated by Capitol 
Police. 


A point | have made over and over since 9/11 is that many events in 
history are both real and hyped. Many actors in historic events have 
their agendas, but are a/so at times used by other people with their 
own agendas, in ways of which the former are unaware. Terrorists and 
terrorism in the Bush era are one example. This issue was both real 
and hyped. 


“Patriots” or “insurgents” (depending on who you are) entering the Capitol can 
be part of a real event that is a/so exploited or manipulated by others. We don’t 
know yet if this is the case in relation to the events of Jan 6, or to what extent it 
may be the case. That is where a rea/ investigation must come in. 


But as someone who has studied history, and the theatrics of history, for 
decades, | was not at all surprised to see, on Mr Carlson’s security camera 
footage, the person who was to become the most memorable ‘face’ of the 
‘insurrection’ (or the riot, or the Capitol breach) — escorted to the beating heart 
of the action, where his image could be memorialized by a battery of cameras 
forever. 


There are other aspects of the Jan 6 breach that seemed anomalous to 
me from the start. 


| study the relationship in history of buildings such as The White House and the 
Capitol, to the US public; | follow the way in which the public is either welcomed 
into or barred from these structures. 


The White House itself and the Capitol steps have often been open to 
US citizens. They are public buildings. 


Indeed, inaugurations have been open public events in which the US citizenry 
simply entered the building for the celebration; this tradition lasted from 
President Jefferson’s inauguration in 1801, to 1885. 


Things got very chaotic indeed in 1829. “On March 4, 1829, Andrew 
Jackson upholds an inaugural tradition begun by Thomas Jefferson and hosts an 
open house at the White House. 


After Jackson’s swearing-in ceremony and address to Congress, the new 
president returned to the White House to meet and greet a flock of politicians, 
celebrities and citizens. Very shortly, the crowd swelled to more than 20,000, 
turning the usually dignified White House into a boisterous mob scene. Some 
guests stood on furniture in muddy shoes while others rummaged through 
rooms looking for the president-breaking dishes, crystal and grinding food into 
the carpet along the way. [...] 


The White House open-house tradition continued until several assassination 
attempts heightened security concerns. The trend ended in 1885 when Grover 
Cleveland opted instead to host a parade, which he viewed in safety from a 
grandstand set up in front of the White House.” [https://www.history.com/this- 
day-in-history/jackson-holds-open-house-at-the-white-house]. 


And inaugurations were not the only occasions in which US citizens approached 
their public buildings in Washington. 


The Bonus Army, which massed in the summer of 1932, during the 
Depression, to claim the financial “bonus” promised to veterans who 
had served in World War I, is an example of citizens assembling 
peaceably at the Capitol. When | was an undergraduate, we were taught that 
the Bonus Army sat on the steps of the Capitol and lobbied the legislators who 
were entering and leaving the building. | remember from my history textbook, 
images of crowds seated on the Capitol steps in 1932. 


j 


“[M]ore than 25,000 veterans and their families traveled to 
Washington, DC, to petition Congress and President Herbert Hoover to 
award them their bonus immediately. Fortunately for the marchers, Pelham 
Glassford, the local police chief and a veteran of the war himself, made 
accommodations for this influx, including the creation of an enormous camp in 
the Anacostia Flats [...]. Glassford understood that Americans had an inherent 
right to assemble in Washington and petition the government for the “redress of 
grievances” without fear of punishment or reprisals. [...] 


On June 15, the House of Representatives passed the new bonus bill by a vote of 
211 to 176. Two days later, some 8,000 veterans massed in front of the Capitol 
as the Senate prepared to vote, while another 10,000 assembled before the 
raised Anacostia drawbridge. The police were anticipating trouble because of 
the large crowds. The Senate debate continued until after dark. [...] 


When it appeared that the bonus would not be paid, many of the marchers 
refused to leave, and President Hoover ordered the Army to evict them. Using 
tear gas, tanks, and a troop of saber-wielding cavalry commanded by Major 
George S. Patton, U.S. Army chief of staff General Douglas MacArthur drove the 
marchers out of Washington and burned their main camp on the Anacostia 
Flats.” [https://billofrightsinstitute.org/essays/the-bonus-army ] 


I mention the massing of the Bonus Army on the Capitol steps in 1932, 
to note that the dominant narrative around Jan 6 today, often implies 
that it is an act of violence or of “insurrection” simply to march en 
masse peacefully to the Capitol. 


But we should be wary of allowing history to be rewritten so as to criminalize 
peaceful, Constitutionally-protected assembly at “The People’s House.” 


Massing peacefully at the Capitol and other public buildings, is part of our rights 
and inheritance as citizens, and this use of our First Amendment right to 
assemble has a long history. Indeed, the public has traditionally had the right 


peacefully to enter the Capitol — to obtain passes to events, to galley seats, and 
to witness the proceedings in other ways. 


The Capitol is not a sealed space exclusively for legislators, but it is one that is 
supposed to welcome the public in an orderly way. 
[https://history.house.gov/Collection/Search? 
Term=Search&Classifications=Historical+Artifacts 
%3A+Passes&CurrentPage=1&SortOrder=Title&ResultType=Grid&PreviousSear 
ch=Search%2CTitle]. We should not be encouraged to forget this. 


The violence of Jan 6 and its subsequent service as a talking point by 
the Democrats’ leadership, risks its use also to justify the closing off of 
our public buildings from US citizens altogether. 


This would be convenient for tyrants of any party. 


Leaving aside the release of the additional Jan 6 footage and how it may or may 
not change our view of US history —- | must say that | am sorry for believing the 
dominant legacy-media “narrative” pretty completely from the time it was rolled 
out, without asking questions. 


Those who violently entered the Capitol or who engaged in violence inside of it, 
must of course be held accountable. (As must violent protesters of every 
political stripe anywhere.) 


But in addition, anyone in leadership who misrepresented to the public the 
events of the day so as to distort the complexity of its actual history — must 
also be held accountable. 


Jan 6 has become, as the DNC intended it to become, after the fact, a “third 
rail”; a shorthand used to dismiss or criminalize an entire population and 
political point of view. 


Peaceful Republicans and conservatives as a whole have been 
demonized by the story told by Democrats in leadership of what 
happened that day. 


So half of the country has been tarred by association, and is now in many 
quarters presumed to consist of chaotic berserkers, anti-democratic rabble, and 
violent upstarts, whose sole goal is the murder of our democracy. 


Republicans, conservatives, | am sorry. 


| also believed wholesale so much else that has since turned out not to be as | 
was told it was by NPR, MSNBC and The New York Times. 


| believed that stories about Hunter Biden’s laptop were Russian propaganda. 
Dozens of former intel officials said so. Johns Hopkins University said so. 
[https://sais.jhu.edu/news-press/hunter-biden-story-russian-disinformation- 


dozens-former-intel-officials-say]. 


“Trump specifically cited a “laptop” that contained emails allegedly belonging to 
Hunter Biden”, said ‘CNN Fact-Check’, with plenty of double quote marks. 


[https://www.cnn.com/factsfirst/politics/factcheck_036fb62c-377f-4c68-8fa5- 
b98418e4bb9c] 


I believed this all — til it was debunked. 


| believed that President Trump’s campaign colluded with Russia — until that 


assertion was dropped. [https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news- 
archives/2019/03/mueller-concludes-investigation/] 


| believed that President Trump was a Russian asset, because the legacy media 
| read, said so [https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jan/29/trump-russia- 
asset-claims-former-kgb-spy-new-book]. 


| believed in the entire Steele dossier, until | didn’t, because it all fell apart. 


[https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-63305382]. 


Was there in fact an “infamous pee tape”? So many other bad things were being 
said about the man — why not? [https://www.businessinsider.com/christopher- 
steele-trump-pee-tape-probably-exists-2021-10] 


| believed that Pres Trump instigated the riot at the Capitol — because | did not 
know that his admonition to his supporters to assemble “peacefully and 
patriotically” had been deleted from all of the news coverage that | read. 
[https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-11/trump-team-hoping- 
peacefully-and-patriotically-will-be-shield] 


Because of lies such as these in legacy media — lies which I and 
millions of others believed — half of our nation’s electorate was 
smeared and delegitimized, and I myself was misled. 


It damages our nation when legacy media put words in the mouths of Presidents 
and former Presidents, and call them traitors or criminals without evidence. 


It damages our country when we cannot tell truth from lies. This is exactly what 
tyrants seek — an electorate that cannot know what is truth and what is 
falsehood. 


Through lies, half of the electorate was denied a fair run for its 
preferred candidate. 


| don’t like violence. | do believe our nation’s capitol must be treated as a sacred 
space. 


I don’t like President Trump (Do | not? Who knows? | have been lied to about 
him so much for so long, | can‘t tell whether my instinctive aversion is simply 
the habituated residue of years of being on the receiving end of lies). 


But I like the liars who are our current gatekeepers, even less. 


The gatekeepers who lie to the public about the most consequential events of 
our time — and who thus damage our nation, distort our history, and deprive 
half of our citizenry of their right to speak, champion and choose, without being 
tarred as would-be violent traitors - deserve our disgust. 


I am sorry the nation was damaged by so much untruth issued by those 
with whom I identified at the time. 


I am sorry my former “tribe” is angry at a journalist for engaging in —- 
journalism. 


I am sorry I believed so much nonsense. 
Though it is no doubt too little, too late — 
Conservatives, Republicans, MAGA: 

| am so sorry. 


x x * 


Outspoken with Dr Naomi Wolf is a reader-supported publication. To receive new 
posts and support her work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 


Stats, ai, tech, government: 
Secretive 'Wearable Camera' 


Startup With Ex-Apple Execs 
Secures $100 Million, Partners 
With OpenAl 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 03:00 PM 


WS] reports that a new investment round of $100 million has been secured by a 
secretive startup called Humane Inc., founded by ex-Apple executives, along 
with a partnership with OpenAl, the creator of ChatGPT. Although the startup's 
device is shrouded in mystery, it seems to be developing a wearable camera 
powered by artificial intelligence. 


Censorship, government: Locked- 
Away In 'Conspiracy Theorist' 
Camps: The Orwellian Dystopia Of 
The "Censorship-Industrial- 
Complex" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 02:30 PM 


Authored by C/ Hopkins via ConsentFactory.org, 


“We learned Twitter, Facebook, Google, and other companies 
developed a formal system for taking in moderation ‘requests’ from 
every corner of government: the FBI, DHS, HHS, DOD, the Global 


Engagement Center at State, even the CIA. For every government 
agency scanning Twitter, there were perhaps 20 quasi-private entities 
doing the same, including Stanford’s Election Integrity Project, 
Newsguard, the Global Disinformation Index, and others, many 
taxpayer-funded.” 


(Matt Taibbi’s Statement to Congress) 


ogy Matt Taibbi © 
Smtaiood 
32. In one remarkable email, the Virality Project recommends that 


multiple platforms take action even against “stories of true vaccine side 
effects” and “true posts which could fuel hesitancy.” 


None of the leaders of this effort to police Covid speech had health 
expertise. 


. 
« The default: posts on your platform spreading clearly false spearing 
vaccine misinformation that we believe violate your policies 
+ Known repeat offenders 
+ False or misleading posts from the accounts of well-known repeat 
offenders, such as Robert F. Kennedy. jr or Sherri Tenpenny. This is a 
large volume of content that is almost always reportable 
» Ex: RFK posts that 4,000 vaccine adverse reactions were reported to 
COC in one week 


o Viral posts of individuals expressing vaccine hesitancy, or 
This content is not clearly mis or disinformation, 


vaccine side effects. 
but it may be malinformation (exa rated or misleading). Also 
included in this bucket are often tines Paai MeN Gana tied amen 
such as individual countries banning certain vaccines 
» Ex: News article and posts about a Central NY school district closing 
after many school staff sick with COVID-19 vaccine side effects 
Ex: conversation around recent celebrity deaths after vaccine. Often 
this content is unverifiable (cause of death is unclear), but spreads 
quickly and drives conversations about hesitancy more than non- 


> 


o 
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War, middle east: Saudis Want 
"Civilian Nuclear Program" In 
Exchange For Normalization With 
Israel 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 09:10 AM 


Via The Cradle 


Saudi Arabia has asked the US for help with developing a "civilian nuclear 
program" and for fewer restrictions on arms purchases in exchange for 
normalizing ties with Israel, the New York Times reports. 


Normalization between Tel Aviv and Riyadh would fulfill several goals of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, chief among them "downgrading the relative 
importance of the Palestinian issue," analysts told the NYT. "I certainly believe 
that the peace agreement between us and the Saudis will lead to an 
agreement with the Palestinians," Netanyahu told Italian daily La 
Repubblica on 9 March. 


Stats, Germany: Women In Berlin 
Allowed To Go Topless At Public 
Pools 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 09:45 AM 

Women in Berlin, Germany will soon be able to whip off their tops at the 
city's public swimming pools following a policy change by local government 
in response to a woman's complaint that she was discriminated against. 


The women argued that females, like men, should be able to swim topless, 
according to a statement from the city's senate for justice, diversity and anti- 
discrimination. 


List Reveals US Cities With Most 
Ultra-High-Net Worth Homeowners 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 12:20 AM 

A new report by data firm Altrata revealed the top ten cities worldwide with the 
most homeowners worth at least $30 million, and six of them were located in 
the United States. At the very top of the list was New York City. 


The report found 21,714 individuals classified as ultra-high-net-worth (worth at 
least $30 million) owned a primary or secondary residence in the Northeast 
metro area. 


Stats: These Are The US Cities With 
The Most Homeless People 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


Over half a million Americans are currently homeless. 


It now stands at 582,462 individuals with two thirds living in 
shelters. While the number of sheltered individuals in 2022 approached the 
2020 pre-pandemic level again, the increase in the nation's homeless 

is primarily due to a rise in the unsheltered homeless population. 


War, china: China Foresees End Of 
Ukraine War This Summer: Report 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 10:20 PM 

A fascinating new report in Nikkei Asia has unearthed and detailed the findings 
of an elite Chinese state-linked think tank which reports directly to the People's 
Liberation Army. Nikkei in the context of examining the timing and motives 
behind China's 12-point peace plan said that Chinese military experts 

are predicting the Russia-Ukraine war will end this summer. 


To review, the 12-point plan urged implementation of a ceasefire and the 
resumption of negotiations toward a permanent peaceful settlement, and was 
unveiled on the one-year Feb.24 anniversary of the war. But the Nikkei 

report asserts there's specific rationale driving Beijing: "The reason for 
China's sudden change can be traced back to a report issued two 
months earlier by a top think tank in Beijing." 


US Cattle Prices Hit Nine-Year High 
As National Herd Drops To Half- 
Century Low 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 09:00 PM 


If you've been to your local butcher or checked out the meat section ina 
Supermarket, you're aware that beef prices are still high, and in some instances, 
are continuing to rise. 


Readers have been well informed about "beeflation" and why it's happening: 


e Dwindling US Cattle Herd Implies Supermarket Beef Prices May Rise Even 
More 


e Hamburger Prices Might Continue To Rise As US Cattle Herd Shrinks 
e US Beef Herd Drops To Lowest Since 1962 As Global Food Crisis Intensifies 


"Worst Since Lehman": Banks 
Break The World Again 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 08:20 PM 


Last week we detailed BofA's Michael Hartnett's warning that "The Fed will 
tighten until something breaks". 


Well, something just broke... 


SVB's collapse - the second biggest US bank failure in history - 
dominated any reaction to this morning's mixed bag from the 

BLS (hotter than expected earnings growth, rising unemployment (especially for 
Latinos), better than expected payrolls gains). 


Things started off badly as SVB crashed 65% in the pre-market before being 
halted. SVB bonds were puking hard and when the FDIC headline hit, the bonds 
collapsed further... 


Journal, stats, government: US 
Special Ops Wants To Use 
Deepfakes To Conduct 'Propaganda 
And Deception' Campaigns (saw 
this one coming) 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 05:40 PM 

US Special Operations Command (SOCOM) wants to use deepfake videos to 
conduct propaganda and deception campaigns online, according to federal 
contracting documents reviewed by The Intercept. 


Have We Reached "Peak Idiocracy" 
Yet? 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 05:20 PM 


Authored by Michael Snyder via The End of The American Dream blog, 


We should all be absolutely horrified by what has happened to our 
society. Everywhere you look, people seem to be going completely and utterly 
nuts. Once upon a time, the crazy people were a very small segment of the 
population that could be easily ignored. But now the lunatics are literally 
running the asylum. If you doubt this, just look at our statehouses around the 
nation and the current crop of politicians that we have in Washington. Sadly, 
the truth is that the people that are representing us are a very accurate 
reflection of what we have become as a nation. We truly have become a 
raging “idiocracy”, and the rest of the world is literally laughing at us. 


Colin Kaepernick Accuses His Own 
White Adoptive Parents Of 
“Perpetuating Racism" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 04:45 PM 


Authored by Eric Lendrum via American Greatness, 


Former NFL player Colin Kaepernick has released a new memoir, in which he 
insults the White couple that adopted him and raised him, accusing 
them of “problematic” behavior and “perpetuating racism.” 


Stats, government, inflation: 
Buffett, Buybacks, & Who Really 
Benefits 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 01:49 PM 


Authored by Lance Roberts via RealinvestmentAdvice.com, 


Stock Buybacks Do Help Keep The Market 
Afloat 
As John Authers pointed out: 


“For much of the last decade, companies buying their own shares have 
accounted for all net purchases. The total amount of stock bought back by 
companies since the 2008 crisis even exceeds the Federal Reserve’s spending 
on buying bonds over the same period as part of quantitative easing. Both 
pushed up asset prices.” 


In other words, between the Federal Reserve injecting massive liquidity into the 
financial markets and corporations buying back their shares, there have been 
no other real buyers in the market. 


“U.S. stocks have received support from a key source during 2023's shaky 
market environment: companies repurchasing their own shares. 


Stock buybacks by companies in the S&P 500 are projected to top $1 trillion in 
2023 for the first time in a calendar year, according to S&P Dow Jones Indices. 
Authorizations for repurchases are picking up pace: As of Feb. 17, they totaled 
more than $220 billion, a record for that point in the year, according to a 
Goldman Sachs analysis of S&P 500 and Russell 3000 companies.” - Jannah 


Miao, WS/ 


The chart below via Pavilion Global Markets shows the impact stock buybacks 
have had on the market over the last decade. The returns for the S&P 500 
breaks down as follows: 


e 6.1% from multiple expansions (21% at Peak), 
e 57.3% from earnings (31.4% at Peak), 

e 9.1% from dividends (7.1% at Peak), and 

e 27% from share buybacks (40.5% at Peak) 


27% of S&P 500 returns since 2011 are driven by Buybacks 
Decomposition of S&P 500 total returns 
f ge DO 


© PVE multiple (buyback adjusted) 

® Earnings per share (buyback adjusted) 
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PGM Global (data via Bloomberg) 


Stats, censorship: Judge Overturns 
“Misgendering" Conviction For 
Street Preacher Reported To Terror 
Watchdog 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 12:25 PM 


Authored by Owen Evans via The Epoch Times, 


A judge has overturned the conviction of a Christian street preacher who 
was arrested and reported to Prevent for “misgendering” a member of the 
public. 


War, china, middle east, Iran: 
Archrivals Iran & Saudi Arabia 
Restore Ties In China-Brokered 
Deal 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 10:16 AM 

Iran and Saudi Arabia announced that the two longtime rivals and enemies are 
restoring diplomatic relations following years of tensions, which involved each 
side charging the other with state-sponsored terrorism. Crucially, China helped 
see the deal through and hosted meetings of the two sides in Beijing. 


NBC describes that "The deal, which will see the two countries reopen 
embassies in each other’s capitals, was sealed during a meeting in China — a 
boost to Beijing’s efforts to rival the United States as a broker on the 
global stage." Indeed this is the message China is quick to emphasize: 


SAUDI ARABIA, IRAN TALK IN BEIJING IS VICTORY OF PEACE: WANG YI 


Journal, markets, government: Futures 
Tumble As SVB Implosion Spark Global 
Banking Turmoil; Payrolls Loom 

(how in the fuck?......SVB now? 
How long have they been around?) 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 09:01 AM 

US futures and European stocks pared broader declines earlier sparked by a 
rush to havens amid concerns about the health of the US banking system 
following the collapse of Silvergate and the rout that has crushed Silicon Valley 
Bank, sending it shares down 40% premarket after plunging 60% on Thursday 
amid a spreading liquidity crisis. The collapse of the lender was sufficiently 


traumatic to push today's payrolls report - until yesterday the highlight of the 
week - off the front page. 


Censorship, stats: British Minister 
Faces New Charges Under Counter- 
Terrorism Laws For Criticizing A 
Trans Woman 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


Today, a trial will begin for a French politician who was charged for 
criticizing immigration as a public danger. 


In the meantime, a Christian street preacher was reportedly facing criminal 
charges in the United Kingdom for declaring that a trans woman was really a 
“gentleman” and a “man in woman’s clothing.” 


The counter-terrorism unit arrested David McConnell, a Christian preacher who 
was already convicted last year for “harassment” in the incident last year. 


For the earlier offense, McConnell was sentenced to a 12-month 
community order with 80 hours unpaid work. 


However, according to the Daily Mail, he was also reported to the counter- 
terrorism unit and, according to McConnell’s probation officer, he is “viewed 
[as] persistently and illegally espousing an extreme point of view” with 
his preaching. 


That is all that it takes now in the UK and most of Europe today: “an extreme 
point of view.” 


Energy, war, Russia: Russian Oil 
Production Returns To Near Pre- 
War Levels 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 06:00 AM 


By Princeton Policy Advisors 


The EIA, the analytics arm of the US Department of Energy, published the 
February oil markets data in its latest STEO (Short-term Energy Outlook) 
yesterday. The EIA reports that Russian oil production rose to 11.13 mbpd in 
February, the highest since April 2022 and a whopping 1.1 mbpd higher than the 
EIA's forecast from two months ago. 


War, Russia, china: World's 
Longest-Lasting Cyclone To Hit 
Africa For Second Time 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 03:45 AM 


Last month, Tropical Cyclone Freddy formed off the North Australian coast in the 
Indian Ocean. It has now broken the record for the longest-lasting recorded 
storm as it churns off the coast of Madagascar. There are forecasts that it will 
make landfall again in the southern African country of Mozambique. 


Another Near-Miss At 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Plant: ‘One 
Day Our Luck Will Run Out' 


Stats, government: These Are The Richest 
People In Africa 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 05:15 AM 


The African continent is home to 46 billionaires, the second-lowest total of 
any global region. 


‘The Richest People Primary industry 
° ° ° 2 Manufacturing 5E Food & Bev, 

In Africa 1n 2023 © Fashion/Retail “ Telecom 

The African continent is home to 46 members Z? Metale/ ining Ex Madlo/Entertainment 


of the world’s richest club. Below are the top ® Construction Diversified 
15 billionaires as of Jan 2023. 
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1 Aliko Dangote 2 Johann Rupert & family 3 Nicky Oppenheimer & family 4 Abdulsamad Rabiu 
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6 Mike Adenuga 7 Issad Rebrab & family 8 Naguib Sawiris 9 Patrice Motsepe 
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FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 04:30 AM 
Authored by Jake Johnson via Common Dreams, 


The largest nuclear energy plant in Europe, located in southern Ukraine, lost all 
off-site power for the sixth time in a year as Russian forces carried out a 
massive missile attack on Thursday, once again raising fears of a nuclear 
catastrophe with continent-wide implications. 


Rafael Mariano Grossi, director-general of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, expressed dismay over the repeated near-misses at 

the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant and said he is "astonished by the complacency" 
in the face of such a threat. 


Journal, vaccine: COVID Conspiracy 
Theories Become Conspiracy Facts 
(anti-vaxxers could end up looking 
very bad in the event of a much 
larger outbreak..Why are the 
major media organizations 
suddenly playing into the anti-vax 
narrative?) 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 11:20 PM 


Authored by Ramesh Thakur via The Brownstone Institute 


At first slowly but in recent weeks with seemingly gathering pace, two 
trends have emerged. 


On the one hand, many of the core claims behind lockdowns, masks, 
and vaccines are unravelling and the prevailing narrative has been in retreat 
on all three fronts. 


But there is still a long way to go, as indicated by the cussed refusal of the Biden 
administration to let Novak Djokovic play at Indian Wells. 


On the other hand, the explosive lockdown files in the UK have blown 
apart the official narrative. We the sceptics were right in our dark suspicions 
of the motives, scientific basis, and evidence behind government decisions, but 
even we did not fully grasp just how venal, evil, and utterly contemptuous of 
their citizens some of the bastards in charge of our health, lives, livelihoods, and 
children’s future were. “Hell is empty, And all the devils are here” 
(Shakespeare, The Tempest) indeed. They will have to build a new circle of hell 
to accommodate all the perpetrators of evil let loose upon the world since 2020. 


Stats, government: Democrat Bill In 
Baltimore Would Prevent Anyone 
Under Age 25 From Facing Felony 
Murder Charges 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 10:20 PM 


Democrats in Baltimore, Maryland have introduced a bill that would prevent 
anyone under the age of 25 from facing first-degree murder charges in 
certain circumstances. 


The legislation, House Bill 1180, was introduced by Democratic Delegate 
Charlotte Crutchfield, who hilariously calls it the 'Youth Accountability and 
Safety Act.' 


Stats, inflation: "Dollar Tree 
Dinners": TikToker Goes Viral After 
Showing People How To Cook For 
$35 A Week 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 08:20 PM 


With rising inflation putting pressure on household finances, some low-income 
Americans have turned to "Dollar Tree Dinners" as their meal of choice. 


Vaccine: Mother Sues Doctor Who 
Allegedly Administered COVID-19 
Vaccines To Children Without 
Consent 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 06:40 PM 


Authored by Zachary Stieber via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


A doctor violated the law by administering COVID-19 vaccines to 
children without consent, according to a new lawsuit. 


l Moscs of a 
COVID-19 vaccine and vaccination record cards for children under 5 in Seattle 
Wash., in a June 21, 2022, file image. (David Ryder/Getty Images 


Dr. Janine Rethy, chief of community pediatrics at MedStar Georgetown 
University Hospital, is being accused of holding two children in a room until she 
convinced them to get a COVID-19 vaccine. 


The minors are both children of NaTonya McNeil, a Washington resident who 
brought the suit in D.C. Superior Court. 


“Ms. McNeil’s two minor children were held in a room by Defendant 
until she overcame their will and forcibly vaccinated them while 
physically preventing them from consulting with their mother, who was 
right outside the room,” the 9-page suit states. 


Stats, readlater, journal: Victor Davis 
Hanson: The Price Of Eliminating 
Consequences 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 05:20 PM 


Authored by Victor Davis Hanson via AmGreatness.com, 


Magnanimity demonstrated to those harming us at home and abroad is 
interpreted as American weakness, if not decadence to be further 
exploited... 


Stats, censorship: WWE Lobbying For 
Sports Betting On Its Pre-Scripted 
Matches 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 01:50 PM 


As if rigged stock markets weren't enough... 


The WWE is now reportedly talking to state gambling regulators in Colorado and 
Michigan to lobby for legalized gambling on their matches. The catch? Unlike 
sport, the outcomes of these wrestling matches have already been determined 
ahead of time. 


Energy, government: Investors 
Start To Realize The Energy 
Transition Will Take Decades 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 01:30 PM 


Authored by Tsvetana Paraskova via OilPrice.com, 


fossil fuels account for just over 80% of global energy supply. 


"There's a much broader push for decarbonization globally, and there's 
also a much broader realization that we are 'stuck' with hydrocarbons 
until we can achieve that decarbonization," Dan Pickering, founder and 
chief investment officer at Houston-based Pickering Energy Partners, told The 


Wall Street Journal. 


"A bunch more people are saying it's going to take time," Pickering added. 


Supermajors Warn Of Price Spikes In A 
Disorderly Transition 


Saudi Arabia, the world's top crude oil exporter, has been warning for years that 
the rush to ditch fossil fuels and the reluctance to invest in new supply would 
create shortages in oil and gas while the world still needs them. 


Now the top executives of the biggest international oil and gas firms are joining 
Saudi state oil giant Aramco in calling for an "orderly" transition in which people 
should get secure and affordable energy supply they currently need and they 
currently get from fossil fuels. 


Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) investment, if outright biased 
against the oil and gas industry, is a threat to energy affordability and energy 
security, Amin Nasser, the chief executive of the world's largest oil firm, Saudi 
Aramco, said last month. 


"If ESG-driven policies are implemented with an automatic bias against 
any and all conventional energy projects, the resulting 
underinvestment will have serious implications. For the global 
economy. For energy affordability. And for energy security," 

Nasser said at the Saudi Capital Markets Forum 2023. 


War, government: mar9 Russia's Huge 
‘Retaliation’ Strikes Include 
Hypersonic Missiles As NATO Sees 
Bakhmut Falling "In Coming Days" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 11:20 AM 

As we detailed Wednesday, Russian forces have at this point taken full control of 
the eastern part of the Ukrainian city of Bakhmut as one of the bloodiest battles 
of the year-long war appears close to ending. 


NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has since acknowledged that 
Bakhmut might fall to Russian forces in the "coming days" amid reports of rapid 


gains, which has been spearheaded by the Russian mercenary outfit Wagner 
Group. "We cannot rule out that Bakhmut may eventually fall in the 
coming days," Stoltenberg told a press briefing in Stockholm. But like with 


statements from Pentagon generals of late, he quickly tried to downplay the 
city's strategic importance. 


Markets, government, inflation: Credit 
Suisse Delays Annual Report After 
SEC Call, Shares Plunge Towards 
All-Time Low 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 07:55 AM 

It has become almost predictable: every few weeks, we receive news that 
causes Credit Suisse stock to plunge. 


On Thursday, the beleaguered Swiss investment bank's shares slumped 6% in 
Zurich trading -- closing in on the lowest level on record -- following 

the announcement that it would postpone the release of its annual report at the 
request of the Securities and Exchange Commission. 


Stats, holy roman empire, 
censorship: mar9 French Politician 


Faces Criminal Trial For 
Immigration Criticism 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


We have previously discussed the alarming rollback on free speech rights in the 
West, particularly in France 

(here and here and here and here and here and here and here). The latest such 
case is a criminal trial of French Senator Stéphane Ravier for stating 
that “immigration kills the youth of France.” 


Ravier faces trial tomorrow in the criminal court of Marseilles on charges of 
incitement to discrimination, hatred, or violence. The case is based ona 
tweet, on January 11, 2022, in which Ravier reacted to the murder of a teen in 
Paris by a 62-year-old man from Senegal. 


He tweeted “Theo, 18 years old, murdered yesterday by a Senegalese 
[migrant]... Immigration kills the youth of France.” 


A complaint was filed by the International League against Racism and Anti- 
Semitism (Licra) and the League for Human Rights (LDH) against Ravier over 
allegations of spreading hatred toward migrants. 


Alain Lothe also alleged that by publishing his tweet “the elected official is not 
content to react to a news event but wants to highlight the nationality of its 
author and to involve all people from immigrant backgrounds.” 


It is another example of criminalizing political speech. Just last year, 
Ravier was convicted for another comment made against a female socialist 
senator that was deemed to be sexist and given a fine of 1,500 euros. 


Markets, china, government, 
inflation: mar9 US Container 
Imports Plunge As Recession Fears 
Mount 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 06:45 AM 

Amid the mounting speculation of a soft landing and even talk of a "no landing" 
(read: here and here), we've pointed out multiple strategists who don't share 
that sense of optimism but rather one that is typical of an end-cycle 
environment (read: here & here). 


Container rates worldwide for 40-foot boxes have returned to levels before the 
pandemic. This comes as global central banks aggressively hike interest rates in 
response to inflation, curbing consumer spending. 
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The financial burden of soaring inflation and increasing rates falls heavily on 
low-income consumers. Given that consumerism represents 68.5% of GDP, the 
troubling slowdown in container shipping suggests that the economy is showing 
signs of faltering. 


Descartes said container volumes from China, Japan, and Germany slumped the 


most. 


Container import declines into the world's largest economy is an ominous sign 
as some Strategists believe a recession might unfold in the second half of the 
year. Also, rate increases from last year are only beginning to filter in and will 
strongly curb economic activity in the coming months. 


Journal, stats: Is The World Nearing 
Peak Population 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 06:00 AM 


Authored by Bill King via RealClearPolitics.com, 


POPULATION PROJECTIONS TO 2100 
COMPARISONS 
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COVID "Not Deadly Enough" To 
Justify Risk Of Fast-Track Vaccines, 
Chris Whitty Told UK Govt 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 03:00 AM 


Authored by Will Jones via DailySceptic.org, 


COVID-19 was not dangerous enough to justify cutting short vaccine 
trials as the vaccine had to be “very safe”, Chris Whitty advised the 
Government in the early weeks of the outbreak, it has emerged. 


Writing on WhatsApp on February 29th 2020, the Chief Medical Officer told 
Government figures: 


“For a disease with a low (for the sake of argument 1%) mortality a vaccine has 
to be very safe so the safety studies can’t be shortcut. So important for the long 
run.” 


The estimate of 1% turned out to be an overestimate, as the infection 
fatality rate in Europe and the Americas was found to be 0.3-0.4%. 


Chief Scientist Patrick Vallance agreed with this advice and wrote that existing 
drugs should be relied on instead: 


“Agree, existing drugs best things to try for this outbreak. Accelerate 
vaccine testing where we have good candidates for future, and prepare for 
manufacturing capacity for longer term.” 


g 29 February, 2020 m 
© Dominic Cummings | Chief Adviser to Boris Johnson 


Israeli scientists say they are just WEEKS away from developing a vaccine which will 
beat coronavirus 


www.dailymail.co.uk 


This report credible? https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8054769/Israeli- 
scientists-say-just-WEEKS-away-developing-vaccine-beat- 
coronavirus.html 


bad Patrick Vallance | Government Chief Scientific Adviser 

à Short answer is no. They have a vaccine for one thing (which hasn't yet been 
shown to work) that they want to adapt for this virus and humans. They would 
then need to go through safety testing, small scale trials in people and then larger 
efficacy trials. So it may all work out but it is not going to be ready in weeks. All of 
these approaches will take many months at the very and most optimistic best. 
Remember we still don't have a vaccine that we know works for Zika yet despite 
lots of work over years 


E Chris Whitty | Chief Medical Officer 


There will be a lot of good vaccine candidates that enter early clinical trials in the 
next few months. The rate limiting steps are late clinical trials for safety and 
efficacy, and then manufacturing. For a disease with a low (for the sake of 
argument 1%) mortality a vaccine has to be very safe so the safety studies can't 
be shortcut. So important for the long run. 


It has not been reported what led to this approach being changed, but 
the advice was given before a pandemic had been declared or any 
country except China had imposed a lockdown. Public opinion, and 
Government responses around the world, shifted considerably after 
that point. 


The Telegraph has published an article looking at what the Lockdown Files 
WhatsApp messages show about how the Government came to impose 
lockdown on March 23rd as it came under pressure during March to do more. 


On March 2nd Patrick Vallance said he and Whitty estimated that the chance of 
a reasonable worst case scenario (at one point reportedly estimated by Whitty 
to involved up to 820,000 U.K. deaths) was one in five: 


For percentage probability of RWCS [reasonable worst case scenario] we don’t 
have a calculated figure and can’t give one on the data we have. But Chris and | 
both think that looking at Wuhan so far the RWCS is relatively low probability, 
say one in five chance. But that is an impression not a calculation. 


On March 5th a poll showed the public were still happy with the Government’s 
calm approach. 


Jamie Njoku-Goodwin | Department of Health Media Special Adviser 


Freddie Sayers on Twitter 
Highly unusual poll alert: voters of all kinds “approve* of the government's handling of this 
crisis. 


This is good - and helpful to point out to people if anyone is trying to score 
political points at all. The public is on our side. 


https://twitter.com/freddiesayers/status/1235535920981565440?s=19 


However, this was probably the last time that was true. As images from Italy - 
“where hospitals were overwhelmed by gasping Covid victims and distraught 
doctors were having to turn away the dying patients” - were beamed into living 
rooms over the following days the panic buying began as the sense of doom 
grew. 


On March 8th France banned large gatherings as Italy locked down the entire 
north of the country, and Government figures began to feel the pressure to do 
more. 


| IERIE RAT ETH, 
—— Moh) 2020 
\ A 


Matt Hancock | Heath Secretary A 
FYI France has just banned gatherings of over 1000 and said no kissing or 

handshakes. | imagine we will get some questions over why that’s different to our 
approach 


D> James Slack | Prime Minister's Official Spokesm 

i | think we're heading towards general pressure over why our measures are 
relatively light touch compared to other countries. Also why we aren't 
isolating/screening people coming back from Italy. We'll need to explain very 
calmly that we're doing what actually works. 


By March 11th Boris Johnson’s Chief Adviser Dominic Cummings was 
stressing how difficult it was to continue to hold the liberal line - and 
not very subtly implying he agreed with the critics. 


On March 12th and 13th Patrick Vallance and other Government figures did one 
last media round arguing for sticking with a calm, liberal response that would 
lead to herd immunity, but it was no longer well-received by the media or much 
of the public. In line with that plan, contact tracing was stopped around March 
15th as the country moved from containment (where contact tracing makes 
sense) to mitigation (where it doesn’t), but behind the scenes this change 
was opposed and the idea that we should be ramping up testing and 


contact tracing for indefinite use became a new orthodoxy. Cummings 
wrote: “We really need to explain our testing policy tomorrow - neither | nor PM 
understand it and we need to explain and ramp up as fast as humanly possible.” 


11 March, 2020 


Go) Dominic Cummings 
I think itis really important that senior people understand, and are able to discuss 
with PM this fundamental question: all sensible people can see the trajectory and 
how social distancing will be needed to flatten curve. very sensible people, 
including former CDC officials etc and doctors, are saying “the risks of delay are 
MUCH higher than the risks of going too soon’.* 
if we are NOT going to say tmrw ‘we are starting social distancing TODAY, we are 
waiting until next week’ -- and effectively just keep washing your hands -- there 
will be MASSIVE pushback on these lines -- “WHY WAIT 5 DAYS WHY NOT 
MOVE NOW AND FLATTEN CURVE EARLIER??” 
Proposing tomorrow that we DELAY action until next week will require extremely 
clear scientific justification, with supporting data / models etc -- made PUBLIC 
for global scrutiny. 
From the comms mtng this morning | am very concerned that officials do not have 
the materials we need to explain to people tmrw what our lines of defence mean 
in detailed practical terms for them... If my wife is ill, but Im ok and am the only 
earner dol have to stay at home and just lose money? etc etc 


T) James Slack 
Agree with all of this. We're at a tipping point in the media cycle. It would've 
occurred today were it not for the Budget. If we don’t have action to show 
tomorrow, or a very detailed explanation of what we are doing and why, | think 
we'll find it very difficult to keep the media with us. The Times and Telegraph 
leader columns today point to the growing disquiet. Their position is ‘You've done 
Ok so far, but... * 


On the evening of March 16th - the day Neil Ferguson’s Report 9, 
projecting over 500,000 deaths without severe suppression measures, 
was published - Boris Johnson told the nation that, without drastic 
action, the virus would spiral out of control. 


These modellers had a track record of drastically exaggerating threats, but this 
seemed not to matter. As Carl Heneghan and Tom Jefferson write in an 
excoriating piece in the Mail this morning: “Faith was placed in experts who, in 
the past two decades, wrongly predicted 136,000 U.K. deaths from new variant 
CJD contracted by eating meat infected with BSE (or mad cow disease); 65,000 
deaths from swine flu; and 700,000 deaths from bird flu.” As a second lockdown 
loomed later in the year, Dr. Heneghan and others tried to bring actual data and 
a sense of perspective to bear, but it quickly became clear that most ministers 
had no interest in anything that might make earlier decisions look unwise: “Our 
efforts were to no avail. A fixed ideology had rooted itself in Downing Street and 
the second lockdown in November 2020 went ahead.” 


It was in those 11 days, from March 6th to 16th, that the country was 
transformed from a stoic survivor facing with calm courage the 
approaching tide to a gibbering wreck cowering in homes and refusing 
to go to work. The slow recovery from those traumatic days of spring three 
years ago is still ongoing. 


The Right To Be Let Alone: When 
The Government Wants To Know All 
Your Business 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 12:40 AM 


Authored by John and Nisha Whitehead via The Rutherford Institute, 


There was a time when the census was just a head count. 


Individuals who receive the ACS must complete it or be subject to 
monetary penalties. 


total fines could range from upwards of $10,000 and $50,000 for 
noncompliance. 


In an age when the government has significant technological resources at its 
disposal to not only carry out warrantless surveillance on American citizens but 
also to harvest and mine that data for its own dubious purposes, whether it be 
crime-mapping or profiling based on whatever criteria the government wants to 
use to target and segregate the populace, the potential for abuse is grave. 


As such, the ACS qualifies as a government program whose purpose, 
while sold to the public as routine and benign, raises significant 
constitutional concerns. 


The Rutherford Institute has received hundreds of inquiries from individuals who 
have received the ACS and are not comfortable sharing such private, intimate 
details with the government or are unsettled by the aggressive tactics utilized 
by Census Bureau agents seeking to compel responses to ACS questions. 


The following Q&A is provided as a resource to those who want to 
better understand their rights in respect to the ACS. 


Q: What kind of questions are contained in the ACS? 


A: The ACS contains questions that go far beyond typical census questions 
about the number of individuals within the household and their age, race, and 
sex. The survey combines intrusive questions with highly detailed inquiries 
about your financial affairs. Furthermore, the questionnaire also demands that 
recipients provide information about their family and other people in their 
home, such as their educational levels, how many years of school were 
completed, what languages they speak, when they last worked at a job, and 
when occupants of your home are away from the house. 


Q: How will this information be used? 


A: The Census Bureau states that information from this survey is used to assist 
a wide variety of entities, from federal, state and local governments to private 
corporations, nonprofit organizations, researchers and public advocacy groups. 
The Bureau lists 35 different categories of questions on its website and offers an 
explanation on how the information is to be used. For 12 of those categories, 
the information is used to assist private corporations. For another 22, the 
information is used to aid advocacy groups, and in nine of those cases, the 
Census Bureau states that the responses will be used by advocacy groups to 
“advocate for policies that benefit their groups,” including advocacy based on 
age, race, sex, and marital status. Thus, information obtained through the ACS 
is not simply used to inform government policy in a neutral manner, but is also 
being provided to private actors for the purpose of promoting corporate and/or 
political agendas. 


One concern raised by the Brookings Institute is the use of ACS information by 
law enforcement for “crime mapping,” a surveillance tool used to predict crime 
and preemptively target certain neighborhoods for policing. It is “most effective” 
when “analysts can see the relationship between various types of criminal 
incidents (e.g., homicides, drug dealing) and neighborhood characteristics (risk 


factors such as poverty, population density, and vacant housing), pinpoint 
where crimes are most likely to occur (hot spots), and focus police resources 
accordingly.” The Brookings Institute notes that because the ACS provides data 
every year, rather than every ten years, crime mapping is more effective and 
cheaper. 


Q: Are my responses kept confidential? 


A: While the Census Bureau claims that an individual’s information will be kept 
strictly confidential, it does require a recipient to put their name on the survey, 
ostensibly for the purpose of asking follow-up questions in the event of missing 
or incomplete answers. This means your answers could be linked to you even if 
it is forbidden by law to share your individual responses. 


Q: Am I required by law to fully complete the American Community 
Survey? 


A: Federal law makes it mandatory to answer all questions on the ACS. A refusal 
to answer any question on the ACS or giving an intentionally false answer is a 
federal offense. The Census Bureau also maintains that responding to the ACS is 
mandatory and that recipients are legally obligated to answer all questions. 


Q: Is there a penalty for refusing to answer American Community 
Survey questions? 


A: The law requiring answers to the ACS also provides that a person who fails to 
answer “shall be fined not more than $100.” The actual fine for a refusal to 
complete the ACS could be much greater because a failure to respond to certain 
ACS questions could be considered a separate offense subject to the $100 fine. 


Q: Has the government prosecuted persons for refusing to answer the 
American Community Survey? 


A: While The Rutherford Institute has been made aware of Census Bureau 
agents engaging in harassing tactics and threatening behavior, to date, we are 
unaware of the Census Bureau having levied any financial penalties for non- 
compliance with the ACS. However, a refusal to answer the survey violates the 
letter of the law and a prosecution might be brought if the government decides 
to adopt a policy to do so. 


Q: How does the Census Bureau typically ensure that people complete 
the survey? 


A: Those who do not answer the ACS risk repeated overtures—by mail, by 
phone and in person—from Census Bureau employees seeking to compel a 


response. Typically, the Census Bureau will telephone those who do not respond 
to the survey and may visit their homes to coerce the targets to respond. 


The Census Bureau boasts a 97% response rate to the survey via these 
methods, but critics argue this constitutes harassment. One recipient who did 
complete the survey but whose answers were misplaced by the Census Bureau 
wrote about his experience. First, a Census Bureau employee left a note at his 
apartment asking him to contact her. When he did, the employee asked him to 
allow her into his home. When he refused, the employee “turned up twice 
unannounced at my apartment, demanding entry, and warning me of the fines | 
would face if | didn't cooperate.” Only after he filed a complaint with the Census 
Bureau did the agency realize he had actually completed the survey, thus 
ending its attempts to enter his home. 


Q: Is this an unconstitutional invasion of privacy? 


A: There are significant and legitimate questions concerning the authority of the 
government to require, under threat of prosecution and penalty, that persons 
answer questions posed by the ACS. The ACS is not part of the enumeration 
required by Article | of the Constitution, and that constitutional provision only 
applies to a census for purposes of counting the number of people in each state. 
As noted, the ACS seeks much more information than the number of persons in 
a household. 


In other contexts, the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that citizens have no 
obligation to answer questions posed by the government and are free to refuse 
to do so. This same principle could apply to questions posed by ACS agents. 
However, because the government has not brought a prosecution for a refusal 
to respond to the ACS, the question of a person’s right to refuse has not yet 
been decided by a court. 


Q: What are my options for objecting to the ACS survey as an intrusion 
on my Fourth Amendment rights? 


A: If you receive notice that you have been targeted to respond to the ACS and 
you desire to assert your right of privacy, you can voice those objections and 
your intent not to respond to the ACS by writing a letter to the Census Bureau. 
The Rutherford Institute has developed a form letter that you may use in 
standing up against the government’s attempt to force you to disclose personal 
information. 


If you are contacted by Census Bureau employees, either by telephone or in 
person, demanding your response, you can assert your rights by politely, but 
firmly, informing the employee that you believe the ACS is an improper invasion 


of your privacy, that you do not intend to respond and that they should not 
attempt to contact you again. Be sure to document any interactions you have 
with Bureau representatives for your own files. 


If you believe you are being unduly harassed by a Census Bureau employee, 
either by telephone or in person, it is in your best interest to carefully document 
the time, place and manner of the incidents and file a complaint with the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 


Battle of Leipzig: largest battle in European 
history before World War , fought from 16 to 19 
October 1813 at Leipzig, Saxony. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
War_of the Sixth Coalition 


Prussian Reform Movement: German historians, 
such as Heinrich von Treitschke, saw the 
reforms as the first steps towards the unification 
of Germany and the foundation of the German 
Empire before the First World War. 


The treaty was signed at Berlin on 18 August 1866, between the preliminary and the 
final peace treaty between Austria and Prussia, which formally ended the Austro- 
Prussian War. 


german march revolution, forced resignation of 
Klemens von Metternich, abdication by King 
Louis-Philippe of France and his exile in Britain. 


[ 


The revolutions spread from France across Europe; they erupted soon thereafter in 
Austria and Germany, beginning with the large demonstrations on March 13, 1848, 

in Vienna. This resulted in the resignation of Prince von Metternich as chief minister to 
Emperor Ferdinand | of Austria, and his going into exile in Britain. Because of the date 
of the Vienna demonstrations, the revolutions in Germany are usually called the March 
Revolution (German: Marzrevolution). 


Fearing the fate of Louis-Philippe, some monarchs in Germany accepted some of the 
demands of the revolutionaries, at least temporarily. In the south and west, 
large popular assemblies and mass demonstrations took place. They 


demanded freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, written constitutions, arming of 
the people, and a parliament. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_ revolutions of 1848%E2%80%931849 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klemens_ von Metternich 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_revolutions of 1848%E2%80%931849 


The Frankfurt Parliament (German: Frankfurter Nationalversammlung, 

literally Frankfurt National Assembly) was the first freely elected parliament for all 
German states, including the German-populated areas of Austria-Hungary, elected on 
1 May 1848 (see German federal election, 1848).2 


The session was held from 18 May 1848 to 31 May 1849, in the Paulskirche at Frankfurt 
am Main. Its existence was both part of and the result of the "March Revolution" within 
the states of the German Confederation. 


After long and controversial debates, the assembly produced the so-called Frankfurt 
Constitution (Pau/lskirchenverfassung or St. Paul's Church Constitution, officially 

the Verfassung des Deutschen Reiches) which proclaimed a German Empire based on 
the principles of parliamentary democracy. This constitution fulfilled the main demands 
of the liberal and nationalist movements of the Vormarz and provided a foundation 

of basic rights, both of which stood in opposition to Metternich's system of Restoration. 
The parliament also proposed a constitutional monarchy headed by a hereditary 
emperor (Kaisen). 


The Prussian king Frederick William IV refused to accept the office of emperor when it 
was offered to him on the grounds that such a constitution and such an offer were an 
abridgment of the rights of the princes of the individual German states. In the 20th 
century, however, major elements of the Frankfurt constitution became models for 
the Weimar Constitution of 1919 and the Basic Law for the Federal Republic of 
Germany of 1949. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_Parliament 


The German March revolution not only started in Baden, but also ended here 
when Rastatt Fortress, the last bastion of the revolutionaries, was captured by Prussian 
troops on 23 July 1849. 


The Baden Revolution had two phases: between the beginning of March 1848 and 
September 1848 there were two attempts to form a republic in southwestern Germany: 
the Hecker Uprising and the rebellion led by Gustav Struve in Lorrach. With the defeat 
of Friedrich Hecker and his followers at Kandern and his flight into exile, and the arrest 
of Gustav Struve in September, this first phase ended. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baden_Revolution#:~:text=The%20Baden%20Revolution 
%20(German%3A%20Badische,Central%20Europe%20at%20that%20time. 


The following table shows the connexion between the revolution in Baden, the events in 
the German Confederation and Europe. 


Period Grand Duchy of Baden German Confederation 


asaz Ee sy 


Baden Revolution German revolutions 


March Revolution 


Berlin: Barricade Uprising; March Revolution 
victims; Vienna: Revolutions in the Austrian 


Empire; Revolution in Sigmaringen 


Heidelberg Assembly 


Hecker Uprising 


Battle on the 
Scheideck; Battle of 
Gunterstal; Storming of 
Freiburg; Battle of 
Dossenbach 


Struve Putsch 
Septemb 
Battle of Staufen Rebellion in Frankfurt 


October | vema SOS 


Baden Revolution (mutiny); EE Kaier 
to July 1849, Deputation 


Baden Revolutionary Dresden Uprising; Palatine 
Government; Baden Uprising; Iserlohn Uprising; Elberfeld 
constitutional Uprising 

assembly; Battle of 


With the military defeat of this last rebellion, primarily by Prussian troops, the March 
Revolution of 1848/1849 in the states of the German Confederation finally ended on 23 


July 1849 with the capture of Rastatt Fortress, the last bastion of the Baden 
revolutionaries, by federal forces under Prussian leadership. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Constitution_ campaign 


king doesnt accept legitimacy from frankfurt 


assembly, saying it is meaningless. 


IKUN AINGUUMSI 


monarchy. Frederick William’s enthusiasm for ‘Germany’ was entirely 
authentic and long predated the outbreak of the 1848 revolutions. 
Indeed there is something to be said for the view that he was the first 
truly German-minded monarch to occupy the Hohenzollern throne. 
Frederick William was deeply involved in the project to resume the 
construction of Cologne Cathedral, an imposing Gothic structure begun 
in 1248 but unfinished since work had ground to a halt in 1560. There 
had been talk of completing the cathedral since the turn of the century 
and Frederick William became an enthusiastic advocate and supporter 
of the idea. In 1842, two years after his accession, the king travelled to 
the Rhineland to take part in celebrations inaugurating the building 
works. He attended Protestant and Catholic services and presided over 
a cornerstone ceremony at which, to the astonishment and delight of 
the onlookers, he delivered a sparkling impromptu speech praising the 
‘spirit of German unity and strength’ embodied in the cathedral project.” 
At around the same time, he wrote to Metternich that he had decided 
to devote himself to ‘ensuring the greatness, power and honour of 
Germany’.”” 

When Frederick William spoke of German ‘unity’, he was not referring 


to the political unity of a nation-state, but to the diffuse, cultural, sacral 


unity of the medieval German Reich. His speculations did not, therefore, 


necessarily imply a challenge to Austria’s traditional captaincy within 


SPLENDOUR AND MISERY OF THE PRUSSIAN REVOLUTION 


new ‘German Empire’. ‘Against my own declared and well-motivated 
will,’ he complained to a close conservative associate, ‘{Arnim-Suckow] 
crown.””! 

Yet the king’s objection to a Prussian imperial title was by no means 
categorical. It would be another matter entirely if the other German 
princes voluntarily elected him to a position of pre-eminence and the 
Austrians were willing to renounce their ancient claim to leadership 
within the German Commonwealth. Under these circumstances, he told 
King Frederick August II of Saxony during the first week of May, he 
would be willing to consider accepting the crown of a new German 
Reich.“ These were highly speculative reflections at the time, but as 
events unfolded over the summer and autumn of 1848, they came to 
seem increasingly plausible. 

Within a month of the outbreak of the revolution, Prussia had an 
opportunity to demonstrate its willingness to show leadership in the 
defence of the German national interest. A crisis was brewing over the 
future of the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein, predominantly agrarian 
principalities that straddled the frontier between German- and Danish- 
speaking northern Europe. The complex legal and constitutional status 


of the two duchies was defined by three awkward facts: firstly, a law 
dating back to the fifteenth century forbade the separation of the two 


When Frederick William spoke of German ‘unity’, he was not referring 
to the political unity of a nation-state, but to the diffuse, cultural, sacral 
unity of the medieval German Reich. His speculations did not, therefore, 
necessarily imply a challenge to Austria’s traditional captaincy within 
the community of German states. Even during the war crisis of 1840- 
41, when Frederick William supported efforts to extend Prussia’s influ- 
ence over the security arrangements of the south German states, he was 
reluctant to contemplate a direct confrontation with Vienna. In the 
spring months of 1848, the Prussian king’s vision of the German future 
was still in essence a vision of the past. On 24 April, Frederick William 
told the Hanoverian liberal and Frankfurt deputy Friedrich Christoph 
Dahlmann that his vision for Germany was a kind of reinvigorated 
Holy Roman Empire, in which a ‘King of the Germans’ (a Prussian, 
perhaps) would be chosen by a revived College of Electors and wield 
executive power under the honorary captaincy of a Habsburg ‘Roman 
Emperor’. As a romantic monarchical legitimist, he deplored the idea 
of a unilateral bid for power that would injure the historic rights of the 
other German crowns. He thus professed to be horrified when his new 
liberal foreign minister (Heinrich Alexander von Arnim-Suckow, 
appointed 21 March) proposed that he should accept the crown of a 
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The Margraviate of Brandenburg (German: 
Markgrafschaft Brandenburg) was a major 
principality of the Holy Roman Empire from 
1157 to 1806, playing a pivotal role in the 
history of Germany and Central Europe. 


Brandenburg developed out of the Northern March founded in the territory of 
the Slavic Wends. It derived one of its names from this inheritance, the March of 


Brandenburg (Mark Brandenburg). Its ruling margraves were established as 
prestigious prince-electors in the Golden Bull of 1356, allowing them to vote in the 
election of the Holy Roman Emperor. The state thus became additionally known 
as Electoral Brandenburg or the Electorate of 

Brandenburg (Kurbrandenburg or Kurfürstentum Brandenburg). 


The House of Hohenzollern came to the throne of Brandenburg in 1415. In 

1417, Frederick | moved its capital from Brandenburg an der Havel to Berlin. By 1535, 
the electorate had an area of some 10,000 square miles (26,000 km?) and a population 
of 400,000." Under Hohenzollern leadership, Brandenburg grew rapidly in power during 


the 17th century and inherited the Duchy of Prussia. The resulting Brandenburg- 
Prussia was the predecessor of the Kingdom of Prussia, which became a leading 
German state during the 18th century. Although the electors’ highest title was "King 
in/of Prussia", their power base remained in Brandenburg and its capital Berlin. 


The Margraviate of Brandenburg ended with the dissolution of the Holy Roman 

Empire in 1806. It was replaced after the Napoleonic Wars with the Prussian Province of 
Brandenburg in 1815. The Hohenzollern Kingdom of Prussia was the primary driving 
force behind the unification of Germany. The Prussian-dominated North German 
Confederation later transformed in 1871 into the German Empire was the legal 
predecessor of the united German Reich of 1871-1945, and as such a direct ancestor of 


the present-day Federal Republic of Germany, 


March of Brandenburg/ecdit] 
Main article: Margraviate of Brandenburg 


In the beginning of the 12th century, the German kings re-established control over the 
mixed Slav-inhabited lands on the eastern borders of the Holy Roman Empire. In 1134, 
in the wake of the Wendish Crusade of 1147, the German magnate Albert the Bear was 
granted the Northern March by Emperor Lothair III. The Slavs were subsequently 
assimilated by German settlers during the Ostsiedlung. The church under Albert 
established dioceses, which with their walled towns protected the townspeople from 
attack. With the arrival of monks and bishops begins anew the recorded history of the 
town of Brandenburg, from which would develop the eponymous margraviate. 


Albert's control of the region was nominal for several decades, but he engaged ina 
variety of military and diplomatic actions against the Wends, and saw his control 
become more real by the middle of the century. In 1150, Albert formally inherited 
Brandenburg from its last Hevelli ruler, the Christian Pribislav. Albert and 

his Ascanian descendants made considerable progress in Christianising the captured 
lands." 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_ March 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Hohenzollern 


Thor: popular german god pre-christianization, 
a term they've been using to describe the 
process with which europe adopted christianism. 


The first clear example of this occurs in the Roman historian Tacitus's late first-century 
work Germania, where, writing about the religion of the Suebi (a confederation 

of Germanic peoples), he comments that "among the gods Mercury is the one they 
principally worship. They regard it as a religious duty to offer to him, on fixed days, 
human as well as other sacrificial victims. Hercules and Mars they appease by animal 
offerings of the permitted kind" and adds that a portion of the Suebi also venerate 
"Isis".24 [In this instance, Tacitus refers to the god Odin as "Mercury", Thor as "Hercules", 
and the god Tyr as "Mars", and the identity of the Isis of the Suebi has been debated. In 
Thor's case, the identification with the god Hercules is likely at least in part due to 
similarities between Thor's hammer and Hercules’ club.“2 In his Annals, Tacitus again 
refers to the veneration of "Hercules" by the Germanic peoples; he records a wood 
beyond the river Weser (in what is now northwestern Germany) as dedicated to him.“2 A 
deity known as Hercules Magusanus was venerated in Germania Inferior; due to the 
Roman identification of Thor with Hercules, Rudolf Simek has suggested 


that Magusanus was originally an epithet attached to the Proto-Germanic deity *bunraz. 
14] 


Post-Roman era 
"Donar" redirects here. For other uses, see Donar (disambiguation). 


Boniface bears his crucifix after felling Thor's Oak in Bonifacius (1905) by Emil Doepler 


The first recorded instance of the name of the god appears upon the Nordendorf fibulae, 
a piece of jewelry created during the Migration Period and found in Bavaria. The item 
bears an Elder Futhark inscribed with the name Ponar (i.e. Donar), the southern 
Germanic form of Thor's name.2= 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thor 
Canterbury charm 


Add languages 
Article 


View history 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
(Redirected from Canterbury Charm) 


The original runes, with Latin transliteration. 


The Canterbury charm is an Old Norse runic charm discovered inserted in the margin 
of an Anglo-Saxon manuscript from the year 1073. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canterbury charm 


Demonisation| edit] 


In later material composed during the Christian period such as the legendary 

sagas, jötnar are often portrayed as uncivilised and cannibalistic. In the case of Bárðar 
saga Snæfellsáss and Hálfdanar saga Bronuféstra they specifically eat both human and 
horse meat, the latter of which was directly associated with heathen practices.“ The 
post-Christian association between jötnar and pre-Christian practices is also seen 

in Beowulf, in which the man-eating eoten Grendel is described as having a "heathen 
soul" and "heathenish hand-spurs".£*! Female jötnar are explicitly described as being 
heathen in some later sources such as Orms páttr Stord/fssonar, in which religion 
prevents her from being with the hero, and the legendary saga Porsteins þáttr 
baejarmagns, in which she must be baptised before marrying the hero.“ 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%Béetunn 


Post-Viking age 


In the 12th century, more than a century after Norway was "officially" Christianized, 
Thor was still being invoked by the population, as evidenced by a stick bearing a runic 
message found among the Bryggen inscriptions in Bergen, Norway. On the stick, both 
Thor and Odin are called upon for help; Thor is asked to "receive" the reader, and Odin 
to "own" them.22! 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thor 


Swastikas 
Further information: Swastika (Germanic Iron Age) 


Detail of swastika on the 9th century Snoldelev Stone 


The swastika symbol has been identified as representing the hammer or lightning of 
Thor. Scholar Hilda Ellis Davidson (1965) comments on the usage of the swastika as a 
symbol of Thor: 


The protective sign of the hammer was worn by women, as we know from the fact that 
it has been found in women's graves. It seems to have been used by the warrior also, in 
the form of the swastika. ... Primarily it appears to have had connections with light and 
fire, and to have been linked with the sun-wheel. It may have been on account of Thor's 
association with lightning that this sign was used as an alternative to the hammer, for it 
is found on memorial stones in Scandinavia besides inscriptions to Thor. When we find it 
on the pommel of a warrior's sword and on his sword-belt, the assumption is that the 
warrior was placing himself under the Thunder God's protection. 


Swastikas appear on various Germanic objects stretching from the Migration Period to 
the Viking Age, such as the 3rd century Værløse Fibula (DR EM85;123) from Zealand, 
Denmark; the Gothic spearhead from Brest-Litovsk, Belarus; numerous Migration 
Period bracteates; cremation urns from early Anglo-Saxon England; the 8th 

century Sæbø sword from Sogn, Norway; and the 9th century Snoldelev Stone (DR 248) 
from Ramsg, Denmark. 


Origin, theories, and interpretations 


Thor closely resembles other Indo-European deities associated with the thunder: 

the Celtic Taranis,24! the Estonian Taara (or Tharapita), the Baltic Perkūnas, 

the Slavic Perun,” and particularly the Hindu Indra, whose thunderbolt weapon 

the vajra is an obvious parallels noted already by Max Muller." Scholars have compared 
Indra's slaying of Vritra with Thor's battle with Jormungandr. Although in the past it 
was suggested that Thor was an indigenous sky god or a Viking Age import into 
Scandinavia, these Indo-European parallels make him generally accepted today as 
ultimately derived from a Proto-Indo-European deity 2175117811771 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thor 


Vladimir the Great: Originally a follower of 
Slavic paganism, Vladimir converted to 
Christianity in 988[13][14][15] and 
Christianized the Kievan Rus'.[11] Due to this 
act, which fundamentally altered the historical 
trajectory of the Rus' and led to his declaration 
as a Saint in both Western Christianity and the 
Eastern Orthodox Church, Vladimir is thus also 
known as Saint Vladimir or Saint Volodymyr. 
Modern scholars often prefer Volodimer I,[16] 
[17][18] or Volodimir.[19] 


He may have attempted to reform Slavic paganism in an attempt to identify himself 
with the various gods worshipped by his subjects. He built a pagan temple on a hill in 
Kiev dedicated to six gods: Perun—the god of thunder and war, a god favored by 
members of the prince’s druzhina (military retinue)"; Slav 

gods Stribog and Dazhd'bog; Mokosh—a goddess representing Mother Nature 
"worshipped by Finnish tribes"; Khors and Simargl, "both of which had Iranian origins, 
were included, probably to appeal to the Poliane."2 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir the Great 


Rurik dynasty (862-1610) 


Following the disintegration of Kievan Rus’, the most powerful state to eventually arise 
was the Grand Duchy of Moscow, initially a part of Vladimir-Suzdal, which, along with 
the Novgorod Republic, established the basis of the modern Russian nation. Ivan 

lll threw off the control of the Golden Horde and consolidated the whole of central and 
northern Rus’, ruling it as "Prince of All Rus'".“! [van IV assumed the title "Tsar of All 
Rus'" and transformed the state into the Tsardom of Russia. The Rurik line ruled until 
1598, following which they were succeeded by the House of Romanov, after the Time of 
Troubles. 


The Romanovichi branch of the dynasty ruled southwestern Rus' and part of central 
Rus'. These territories were unified by Roman the Great and his son Daniel Romanovich, 
who was in 1253 crowned by Pope Innocent IV" as king of Galicia-Volhynia. After the 
line's extinction, the principality was annexed by Poland and Lithuania, and the title of 
its prince eventually passed to the ruler of Austro-Hungary. According to Ukrainian 
historiography continuous Rurikid sovereignty from the ninth century to the fourteenth 
represents part of Ukraine's historical process. In Ukrainian historiography of the 19th 
century, Ukrainian historiographer Mykhailo Hrushevsky, who wrote a book under a 
similar name, referred to Rus' civilization as Ukraine-Rus'. According to his studies Rus 
is not considered to have ended in 1240, but merely to have shifted its centre slightly 
westward. 2lle! 


As a ruling dynasty, the Rurik dynasty held its own in some parts of Rus' for a total of 
twenty-one generations in male-line succession, from Rurik (died 879) to Feodor | of 
Russia (died 1598), a period of more than 700 years. They are one of Europe's oldest 
royal houses, with numerous existing cadet branches. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rurik_dynasty 


List of people who have been considered deities 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
List_of_people_who_have_been_considered_deitie 
S 


North German Confederation Treaty, 1866: The 
treaty was signed at Berlin on 18 August 1866, 
between the preliminary and the final peace 
treaty between Austria and Prussia, which 
formally ended the Austro-Prussian War. 


The full name of the treaty, translated to English, is Treaty of Alliance between Anhalt, 
Bremen, Brunswick, Hamburg, Lippe, Lübeck, Oldenburg, Prussia, Reuss-Schleitz, Saxe- 
Altenburg, Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, the Grand Duchy of Saxony, Schaumberg-Lippe, 
Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, Schwarzburg-Sondershausen, and Waldeck and Pyrmont, 
signed at Berlin on 18 August 1866.4 


leading Prussian politician was Otto von Bismarck, who had been chancellor since 
1862. 


Parties[edit] 


The Kingdom of Prussia was the dominant party to the treaty. The other parties to the 
treaty pledged their military forces under the command of the King of Prussia. 


The following states signed the treaty on 18 August and submitted ratifications on 8 
September 1866: 


° Duchy of Anhalt 
° Bremen 


° Duchy of Brunswick 


° Hamburg 
° Principality of Lippe 
Free City of Lubeck 

Grand Duchy of Oldenburg 
Kingdom of Prussia 
Principality of Reuss-Gera 
Duchy of Saxe-Altenburg 
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha 
Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach 
Principality of Schaumburg-Lippe 
Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt 
Schwarzburg-Sondershausen 
Principality of Waldeck 


The following states submitted ratifications or accessions to the agreement at dates 
later in 1866: 


Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg-Schwerin®! 
Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg-Strelitz®! 

Grand Duchy of Hesse (northern parts only)“ 
Principality of Reuss-Greiz® 

Duchy of Saxe-Meiningen® 

Kingdom of Saxony"! 


The Duchy of Lauenburg was not formally a member of the treaty, but it was implicated 
in the agreement because its duke was, from 1865, the Prussian king. 


At the same time, the original East Prussian craddle of the Prussian statehood as well as 
the Prussian-held Polish- or Kashubian-speaking territories of Province of Posen, West 
Prussia, the Lauenburg and Butow Land and Draheim were formally annexed into 
Germany. 


the German Reich having 25 member states and 
unification of germany: "led by the Kingdom of 
Prussia of the Hohenzollerns on 18 January 
1871" 


Nice reference book for Prussian history: Iron 
Kingdom 

https://archive.org/details/ 
ironkingdomrisedOOchri/page/477/mode/1up? 


view=theater 
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Revolutions of 1848, german royalty 

Revolutions of 1848[edit] 

Caricature of Frederick William IV titled, “There should be no piece of paper between me and my 
people!”, referring to the constitution written by the liberal government. c. 1848-49 


When revolution broke out in Prussia in March 1848, part of the larger series 

of Revolutions of 1848, the king initially moved to repress it with the army, but on 19 
March he decided to recall the troops and place himself at the head of the movement. 
He committed himself to German unification, formed a liberal government, convened a 
national assembly, and ordered that a constitution be drawn up. Once his position was 
more secure, however, he quickly had the army reoccupy Berlin and in December 
dissolved the assembly. 


He did, however, remain dedicated to unification for a time, leading the Frankfurt 
Parliament to offer him the crown of Germany on 3 April 1849, which he refused, 
purportedly saying that he would not accept a "crown from the gutter" (German: "Krone 
aus der Gosse"). The King's refusal was rooted in his Romantic aspiration to re-establish 
the medieval Holy Roman Empire, comprising smaller, semi-sovereign monarchies 
under the limited authority of a Habsburg emperor. 


With the imperial crown offered to him by the parliamentarians of the Frankfurt National 
Assembly in hand, Prussian king Frederick William IV decides whether or not to accept it by 
counting off the buttons on his jacket: "Should | take it? Should | not? Should I?! Buttons, you 
want me to! Well, that's exactly why | won't!!", c. 1849 


Therefore, Frederick William would only accept the imperial crown after being elected 
by the German princes, as per the former empire's ancient customs. He expressed this 
sentiment in a letter to his sister the Empress Alexandra Feodorovna of Russia, in which 
he said the Frankfurt Parliament had overlooked that "in order to give, you would first of 
all have to be in possession of something that can be given." In the king's eyes, only a 
reconstituted College of Electors could possess such authority. 


With the failed attempt by the Frankfurt Parliament to include the Habsburgs in a newly 
unified German Empire, the Parliament turned to Prussia. Seeing Austrian ambivalence 
towards Prussia taking a more powerful role in German affairs, Frederick William began 
considering a Prussian-led union. All German states, excluding those of the Habsburgs, 
would be unified under Hohenzollern authority, and these two polities would be linked in 
an overarching political framework." Frederick William, therefore, did attempt to 
establish the Erfurt Union, a union of the German states except for Austria, but 
abandoned the idea by the Punctation of Olmütz on 29 November 1850, in the face of 
renewed Austrian and Russian resistance. The German Confederation remained the 
common government of German Europe. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick William_IV_of_Prussia 


Frederick married Victoria, Princess Royal, oldest child of Queen Victoria of the United 
Kingdom. 


Personal lifefedit] 


Early life and education[edit] 
Frederick William, ca. 1841 


Frederick William was born in the New Palace at Potsdam in Prussia on 18 October 
1831.4 He was a scion of the House of Hohenzollern, rulers of Prussia, then the most 
powerful of the German states. Frederick's father, Prince William, was the second son 
of King Frederick William IIl and, having been raised in the military traditions of the 
Hohenzollerns, developed into a strict disciplinarian. William fell in love with his 

cousin Elisa Radziwill, a princess of the Polish nobility, but the court felt Elisa's rank was 
not suitable for the bride of a Prussian prince and forced a more suitable match. The 
woman selected to be his wife, Princess Augusta of Saxe-Weimar, had been raised in 
the more intellectual and artistic atmosphere of Weimar, which gave its citizens greater 
participation in politics and limited the powers of its rulers through a constitution;™ 

11 Augusta was well known across Europe for her liberal views.“4 Because of their 
differences, the couple did not have a happy marriage and,““2 as a result, Frederick 
grew up in a troubled household, which left him with memories of a lonely childhood. 
1 He had one sister, Louise (later Grand Duchess of Baden), who was seven years his 
junior and very close to him. Frederick also had a very good relationship with his uncle, 


the future King Frederick William IV, who has been called "the romantic on the throne". 
[13]: 


Frederick grew up during a tumultuous political period as the concept of liberalism in 
Germany, which evolved during the 1840s, was gaining widespread and enthusiastic 
support.: The liberals sought a unified Germany and were constitutional 

monarchists who desired a constitution to ensure equal protection under the law, the 
protection of property, and the safeguarding of basic civil rights.“ Overall, the liberals 
desired a government ruled by popular representation.“ When Frederick was 17, these 
emergent nationalistic and liberal sentiments sparked a series of political 

uprisings across the German states and elsewhere in Europe. In Germany, their goal 
was to protect freedoms, such as the freedom of assembly and freedom of the press, 
and to create a German parliament and constitution.2“@" Although the uprisings 
ultimately brought about no lasting changes, liberal sentiments remained an influential 
force in German politics throughout Frederick's life.24 


In 1853, Frederick was initiated into Freemasonry by his father, then Prince William of 
Prussia, and would later become Master of the Order of the Grand Landlodge of the 
Freemasons of Germany. During his brief reign, he would serve as the patron of 

the German Freemasons. 


Marriage and family[edit] 
See also: Rulers of Germany family tree 


Victoria, Princess Royal—eldest daughter of Queen Victoria of the United Kingdom—whom 
Frederick married in 1858 


Frederick and his son, Wilhelm, in October 1863 at Balmoral castle 


Royal marriages of the 19th century were arranged to secure alliances and to maintain 
blood ties among the European nations. As early as 1851, Queen Victoria of the United 
Kingdom and her German-born husband, Prince Albert, were making plans to marry 
their eldest daughter, Victoria, Princess Royal, to Frederick. The royal dynasty in Britain 
was predominantly German; there was little British blood in Queen Victoria, and none in 
her husband.2 They desired to maintain their family's blood ties to Germany, and 
Prince Albert further hoped that the marriage would lead to the liberalization and 
modernization of Prussia. King Leopold | of Belgium, uncle of both Victoria and Albert, 
also favoured this pairing; he had long treasured Baron Stockmar's idea of a marriage 
alliance between Britain and Prussia.22 Frederick's father, Prince William, had no 
interest in the arrangement, hoping instead for a Russian grand duchess as his 
daughter-in-law.22 However, Princess Augusta was greatly in favour of a match for her 
son that would bring closer connections with Britain. In 1851, his mother sent 
Frederick to England, ostensibly to visit the Great Exhibition but in truth, she hoped that 
the cradle of liberalism and home of the industrial revolution would have a positive 
influence on her son. Prince Albert took Frederick under his wing during his stay but it 
was Albert's daughter, only eleven at the time, who guided the German prince around 
the Exhibition. Frederick only knew a few words of English, while Victoria could converse 
fluently in German. He was impressed by her mix of innocence, intellectual curiosity and 
simplicity, and their meeting proved to be a success. A regular exchange of letters 
between Victoria and Frederick followed.“ 


Frederick proposed to Victoria in 1855, when she was 14 years old. The betrothal of the 
young couple was announced on May 19, 1857, at Buckingham Palace and the Prussian 
Court,2" and their marriage took place on 25 January 1858 in the Chapel Royal of St. 
James's Palace, London. To mark the occasion, Frederick was promoted to major- 
general in the Prussian army. Although it was an arranged marriage, the newlyweds 
were compatible from the start and their marriage was a loving one;2#2 Victoria too 
had received a liberal education and shared her husband's views. Of the two, Victoria 
was the dominant one in the relationship.“ The couple often resided at the Crown 
Prince's Palace and had eight children: Wilhelm in 1859, Charlotte in 1860, Henry in 
1862, Sigismund in 1864, Victoria in 1866, Waldemar in 1868, Sophia in 1870 

and Margaret in 1872. Sigismund died at the age of 2 and Waldemar at age 11,’ and 
their eldest son, Wilhelm, suffered from a withered arm—probably Erb's Palsy due to his 
difficult and dangerous breech birth, although it could have also resulted from a mild 
case of cerebral palsy.2#221 Wilhelm, who became emperor after Frederick's death, 
shared none of his parents’ liberal ideas; his mother viewed him as a "complete 
Prussian".22 This difference in ideology created a rift between Wilhelm and his parents 
(which was exacerbated by Bismarck's interference), and relations between them were 
strained throughout their lives. 224 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_ IIl_German Emperor 
Religion([edit] 


Emperor Frederick III was a Lutheran member of the Evangelical State Church of 
Prussia's older Provinces. It was a United Protestant denomination, bringing 
together Reformed and Lutheran believers. 


The causes of the Franco-Prussian War are 
strongly rooted in the events surrounding the 
gradual march toward the unification of the 
German states under Otto von Bismarck. 


Second French Empire 


was the 18-year Imperial Bonapartist regime of Napoleon III from 14 January 1852 to 27 
October 1870, between the Second and the Third Republic of France. 


In international policy, Napoleon III tried to emulate his uncle Napoleon |, engaging in 
numerous imperial ventures around the world as well as several wars in Europe. He 
began his reign with French victories in Crimea and in Italy, gaining Savoy and Nice. 
Using very harsh methods, he built up the French Empire in North Africa and 

in Southeast Asia. Napoleon IIl also launched an intervention in Mexico seeking to erect 
a Second Mexican Empire and bring it into the French orbit, but this ended in a fiasco. 
He badly mishandled the threat from Prussia, and by the end of his reign, the French 
emperor found himself without allies in the face of overwhelming German force.” His 
rule was ended during the Franco-Prussian War, when he was captured by the Prussian 
army at Sedan in 1870, and dethroned by French republicans. He later died in exile in 
1873, living in the United Kingdom. 


History[edit] 
Part of a series on the 


History of France 
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(The European Commission has fined Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch, Crédit Agricole, and Credit Suisse a total of € 28 494 000 
for breaching EU antitrust rules. 


The four investment banks participated in a cartel through a core 
group of traders working in their USD SSA bonds divisions, who were 
in regular contact with each other. A bond Is a type of debt security 
that enables entities to raise cash. Bonds are issued on the primary 
market and then traded by financial institutions on the secondary 
market. On the secondary market, potential customers, such as 
investment and pension funds, approach the banks in order to get 
an independent quotation of price and quantity available of the 
bonds of a specific issuer. Bonds are distinguished by currency. This 
particular case refers to SSA bonds issued in US dollars. 


The traders, who were in direct competition, typically logged into 
multilateral chatrooms or bilateral chatrooms on Bloomberg 


terminals. They knew each other on a personal basis, thus creating 
a closed circle of trust. They provided each other with recurring 
updates on their trading activities, exchanged commercially 
sensitive information, coordinated on prices shown to their 
customers, or to the market in general and aligned their trading 
activities on the secondary market for these bonds. The conduct 
took place during a five-year period and affected the trading of US 
denominated SSA bonds on the secondary market in the entire EEA.) 


ecdoteuropadoteu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2004 


Whatever the reason, the darkness that started growing around the crimes committed 
by the big Wall Street banks during the Obama administration has now evolved into 
such a complete dark curtain that regulators are refusing to say what the crimes 
actually are that are being settled for huge amounts of money. 


On October 7, the Federal Reserve and Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) 
announced consent decrees with Citigroup, the third largest bank in the country. The 
OCC imposed a $400 million fine on Citigroup’s federally-insured commercial bank, 
Citibank, and stated in its Consent Order that it had “identified unsafe or unsound 
practices with respect to the Bank’s internal controls, including, among other things, an 
absence of clearly defined roles and responsibilities and noncompliance with multiple 
laws and regulations.” 


But for the first time in more than 35 years of our reading these Consent Orders against 
Wall Street banks, the documents from both the OCC and Federal Reserve failed to 
specify exactly what crimes the bank had committed. We were so stunned by a $400 
million fine for crimes that can’t be put in print or shared with the public, that we 
penned the headline: Citigroup Is Slapped with a $400 Million Fine for Doing Something 
So Bad It Can’t Be Spoken Out Loud. 


Yesterday, as further proof that this is a pattern coming out of the Trump 
administration, the OCC did the exact same thing with JPMorgan Chase, the largest bank 
in the country which on September 29 admitted to its fourth and fifth criminal felony 
charges brought by the U.S. Department of Justice in the past six years. 


Yesterday, the OCC fined JPMorgan Chase $250 million without detailing any specific 
crimes it had committed. The Consent Order simply said the bank had, for several 
years, “maintained a weak management and control framework for its fiduciary 
activities and had an insufficient audit program for, and inadequate internal controls 
over, those activities. Among other things, the Bank had deficient risk management 
practices and an insufficient framework for avoiding conflicts of interest.” 


A Wall Street bank like JPMorgan Chase that has brazenly committed five felonies for 
very specific crimes, doesn’t get fined $250 million for non-specific crimes. Something 
very bad has once again happened at JPMorgan Chase and its federal regulators who 
are all rushing to get new jobs on Wall Street, or at Wall Street’s outside law firms, don’t 
want to talk about it.) 


Source: the above is an exerpt from the website wall street on parade, a blog 
dedicated to exposing corruption in financial markets. It has been in operation 
since the financial crisis of 2008. 


They have almost zero social media precense, with only 1 short video on youtube 
and no twitter or facebook accounts. 

Government, inflation, planet, journal, stats: 
dec6 30% of the EU's 2 trillion 
NextGenerationEU fund is planned to go 
towards ‘fighting climate change' 


"The palace of parliament is one of the biggest buildings in the world by space. It was 
built between 1983 and 1989 by order of the dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. To create it 
historical buildings containing 40,000 flats and a dozen churches were destroyed. The 
building costs were around 40 % of the gross national income of the country." 


https://the-passenger.de/2021/09/29/palatul-parlamentului-bucuresti/ 


journal (...He was executed on a public display on that very same year. This is 
what the building looks like 20 years later...) 


The Palace of the Parliament is the heaviest building in the world, weighing about 
4,098,500,000 kilograms (9.04 billion pounds; 4.10 million tonnes), also being the 
second largest administrative building in the world. (The Great Pyramid of Giza is 
about 50% heavier.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of the Parliament 


The trial of Nicolae and Elena Ceausescu was held on 25 December 1989 by an 
Exceptional Military Tribunal, a drumhead court-martial created at the request of a 
newly formed group called the National Salvation Front. Its outcome was pre- 
determined, and it resulted in guilty verdicts and death sentences for former Romanian 
President and Romanian Communist Party General Secretary, Nicolae Ceausescu, and 
his wife, Elena Ceausescu. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trial_ and execution of Nicolae and Elena Ceau 
%C8%IIESCu 


journal, censorship, government: 
dec) (The yolo generation) 
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Euthanasia Is Now A Leading 
Cause Of Death In Canada, 
And Ethicists Are Freaking 
Out 


Dylan Housman 


Euthanasia is now a leading cause of death in 


Canada only a few years after being legalized. 


Euthanasia became a legal option for 
Canadians 18 years and older in 2016, who 
had to prove suffering from severe pain and 
have a reasonably foreseeable death, as well 
as two doctors signing off on the decision. 


Other countries where euthanasia is legal 
have certain safeguards, such as prohibiting 
doctors from mentioning it as a treatment op- 
tion for patients or requiring them to exhaust 
all other treatment options before turning to 
euthanasia as a last resort. Canada has no 


such guardrails, according to AP. 


The broad eligibility has led to more than 
10,000 Canadians being euthanized in the 
most recent year for which data is available, 
making it the sixth leading cause of death in 


the country, the AP reported. 


Some disabled Canadians are choosing to be 
euthanized not because of their disability, but 
because of mounting medical debts, the AP 


found. 


Now, any adult with a serious disease or a 
mental health reason can seek euthanasia, ac- 
cording to the AP. The policy is also creeping 
forward to encompass the mentally ill, poor, 
and soon children, with some experts saying 


the law is going too far. 


“[The law is] probably the biggest existential 
threat to disabled people since the Nazis’ pro- 
gram in Germany in the 1930s,” Tim Stainton, 
director of the Canadian Institute for Inclusion 
and Citizenship at the University of British 
Columbia, told the AP. 


Pope Francis also decried the idea that some 
patients would be “administered death” rather 
than affection. (RELATED: Former Columbia 


Sean Tagert, a 41-year-old man suffering from 
ALS, opted for euthanasia in 2019 in part be- 
cause he couldn't keep up with high costs to 
allow him to continue living at home with 
caretakers, according to AP. Roger Foley, a 
man hospitalized in Ontario with a degenera- 
tive brain disease, was told by one staffer that 
it would cost $1,500 per day to keep him alive 
in the hospital before mentioning euthanasia, 


the outlet reported. 


The United Nations has raised concerns with 
Canada’s government about the euthanasia 
policy. Independent experts continue to call 
for more restrictions. But the government is 
pushing ahead, insisting the aim is to help 
Canadians “die with dignity” if they so choose. 


VFOX NEWS 


Canadian soldier 
suffering with PTSD 
offered euthanasia by 
Veterans Affairs 


Medical assistance in dying, or euthanasia, 
was legalized in Canada in 2016 


By Michael Lee | Fox News 


People also ask 


What does a Paralympian mean? See results about 


EE B 


War, stats: dec) Jens Stoltenberg is a 
Norwegian politician whos tenure coincided with 
the largest increase in NATO defense spending 


since the Cold War. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jens_ Stoltenberg 


Germany, europe, journal (tie into 
german royalty before they lost 
ww1): dec) info on chanceller 


The office of Chancellor has a long history, stemming back to the Holy Roman Empire, 
when the office of German archchancellor was usually held by archbishops of Mainz. 
rmxdotnews/germany/norway-and-germany-ask-nato-to-protect-underwater-gas- 
pipelines/ 

https://www.dw.com/en/top-stories/s-9097 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chancellor_of Germany 


journal, censorship: dec5 Aren't civil liberties and LGTQXB rights the same thing? 
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Denmark 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


This article Is about the metropolitan Denmark. For the sovereign state, see Danish Realm. For all other uses, see Denmark (disambiguation). 
Denmark (Danish: Danmark, pronounced [ tzenmak] (& isten) is a Nordic country in Northern Europe. It is the 
most populous and politically central constituent of the Kingdom of Denmark!" 1% a constitutionally unitary state 
that includes the autonomous territories of the Faroe Islands and Greenland in the North Atlantic Ocean !"51 
European Denmark" ?l is the southernmost of the Scandinavian countries, lying southwest of Sweden, south of 
Norway, "1 and north of Germany. 


@ Dear reader, this Monday your support is requested by the nonprofit that hosts 
Wikipedia and other free knowledge projects. Your donations support the technology that 
makes these projects possible. They also help us advance the cause of free knowledge and 
expand information access in countries struggling with censorship. Today, please donate $2 


or whatever seems right. Thank you. — The Wikimedia Foundation 


=m PayPal G 


Spanning a total area of 42,943 km? (16,580 sq mi).! it consists of the peninsula of Jutland and an archipelago 
of 443 named islands,"®) of which the largest are Zealand, Funen and the North Jutlandic Island, Denmark's 
geography is characterised by flat, arable land, sandy coasts, low elevation, and a temperate climate. As of 
2022, it had a population of 5.928 million (1 October 2022), of which 800,000 live in the capital and largest city, 
Copenhagen _!"7] Denmark exercises hegemonic influence in the Danish Realm, devolving powers to handle 
internal affairs. Home rule was established in the Faroe Islands in 1948 and in Greenland in 1979; the latter 
obtained further autonomy in 2009. 


MAYBE LATER © IAI 


ADY DONATED CLOSE X 
The unified kingdom of Denmark emerged in the eighth century as a proficient maritime power amid the struggle for control of the Baltic Sea in 1397, it joined Norway and Sweden to form the Kaimar Union, which 
persisted until the latter's secession in 1523. The remaining Kingdom of Denmark-Norway endured a series of wars in the 17th century that resulted in further territorial cessions to the Swedish Empire. Following the 
Napoleonic Wars, Norway was absorbed into Sweden, leaving Denmark with the Faroe Islands, Greenland, and Iceland. A surge of nationalist movements in the 19th century were defeated in the First Schleswig War of 
1848, though the Second Schleswig War of 1864 resulted in further territorial losses to Prussia. The period saw the adoption of the Constitution of Denmark on 5 June 1849, ending the absolute monarchy that was 
established in 1660 and introducing the current parliamentary system. 


An industrialised exporter of agricultural produce in the second half of the 19th century, Denmark introduced social and labour-market reforms in the early 20th century, which formed the basis for the present welfare state 
model and advanced mixed economy. Denmark remained neutral during World War | but regained the northern half of Schleswig in 1920. Danish neutrality was violated in World War II following a swift German invasion in 
April 1940. During occupation, a resistance movement emerged in 1943 while Iceland declared independence in 1944; Denmark was liberated in May 1945. In 1973, Denmark, together with Greenland but not the Faroes, 
became a member of what is now the European Union, but negotiated certain opt-outs, such as retaining its own currency, the krone. 


Denmark is a highly developed country with a high standard of living: the country performs at or near the top in measures of education, health care, civil liberties, democratic governance and LGBT equality 18119120121) 


Denmark is a founding member of NATO, the Nordic Council, the OECD, OSCE, and the United Nations: it is also part of the Schengen Area. Denmark maintains close political, cultural, and linguistic ties with its 
Scandinavian neighbours, with the Danish language being partially mutually intelligible with both Norwegian and Swedish. 
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Coordinates: (@ 56°N 10°E 


Denmark 
Danmark (Danish) 


Constituent country in the Kingdom of 
Denmark 


i Coat of arms 
Motto: Guds hjælp. folkets keerighed, Danmarks 
styrke (Danish) 1) 

(English; "God's help, the love of the people, 
Denmark's strenath’l"}) 

Anthem: Der er et yndigt land (Danish) 
English; "There is a lovely country”) 


National and royal anthem: Kong Christian 
stod ved højen mast (Danish)! 2 


(English: "King Christian stood by the lofty 


Location of metropolitan Denmark’ “I (dark 
green) 
— in Europe (green & dark grey) 
-in the European Union (green) 
Sovereign state Kingdom of Denmark 


Consolidation ¢, 8th century ~ 
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stats, war, middle east, readlater: 


www.counterextremism.com/extremists/m 


ohammad-pakpour has all these slideshows. 


History, china, journal: dec5 christians and 


chinese fighting, boxer rebellion, opium wears 
A major cause of discontent in north China was missionary activity. The Treaty of 


Tientsin (Tianjin) and the Convention of Peking, signed in 1860 after the Second Opium 
War, had granted foreign missionaries the freedom to preach anywhere in China and to 
buy land on which to build churches.22 On 1 November 1897, a band of armed men who 
were perhaps members of the Big Swords Society stormed the residence of a German 
missionary from the Society of the Divine Word and killed two priests. This attack is 
known as the Juye Incident. When Kaiser Wilhelm II received news of these murders, he 
dispatched the German East Asia Squadron to occupy Jiaozhou Bay on the southern 
coast of the Shandong peninsula.22 


History, china, war: Mukden Incident (pretext 
for invasion of manchuria, (sept181931) 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_invasion_of Manchuria 


On September 18, 1931, Lieutenant Suemori Kawamoto of the Independent Garrison 
Unit of the 29th Japanese Infantry Regiment (D0000) detonated a small quantity of 
dynamite“ close to a railway line owned by Japan's South Manchuria Railway near 
Mukden (now Shenyang). The explosion was so weak that it failed to destroy the track, 
and a train passed over it minutes later. The Imperial Japanese Army accused Chinese 
dissidents of the act and responded with a full invasion that led to the occupation 

of Manchuria, in which Japan established its puppet state of Manchukuo six months 
later. The deception was exposed by the Lytton Report of 1932, leading Japan to 
diplomatic isolation and its March 1933 withdrawal from the League of Nations. 


also known as the Liutiao Lake Incident 


stats, iran, war, Erdogan, middle east: dec4 
Iranian intervention in Iraq (2014-present) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 


Iranian intervention in Irag (2014%E2%&80%93p 
resent) 


journal, readlater: cool 
website:blacklistednews.com 


media, government: Boy, 10, ‘shot mother dead 
after she refused to buy him a virtual reality 
headset’ on Amazon 


https://news.sky.com/story/boy-10-shot-mother- 


dead-after-she-refused-to-buy-him-a-virtual- 
reality-headset-12759406 


stats, government, housing: dec4 cool 
demographics chart beside total housing units 
(need to find source) 


US Families w/ Children 2022 
under 18yrs/old, Housing Units 


G Families w/ Children 


=Total Housing Unit 


Million Family 


Million 
Housing Units 
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Islam, media, journal: why islam should be 
banned. 


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-63838213 


media, censorship, government, journal: dec4 a 
disabled parolympian has reported that she was 
offered medicially assisted suicide by a social 
worker after complaining that she didn't have a 
stair lift 


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article- 
11497589/Paraplegic-Canadian-veteran-says- 
government-caseworker-offered-euthanasia.html 


history, government, journal: dec3 perfect, quick 
ACTUAL breakdown of the british east india 
companys entrance into india, complete with full 
timeline and embedded links 


Company rule in India 


The company's victory under Robert Clive in the 1757 Battle of Plassey and another 
victory in the 1764 Battle of Buxar (in Bihar), consolidated the company's power, and 
forced emperor Shah Alam II to appoint it the diwan, or revenue collector, of Bengal, 
Bihar, and Orissa. The Company thus became the de facto ruler of large areas of 

the lower Gangetic plain by 1773. It also proceeded by degrees to expand its dominions 
around Bombay and Madras. The Anglo-Mysore Wars (1766-1799) and the Anglo- 
Maratha Wars (1772-1818) left it in control of large areas of India south of the Sutlej 
River. With the defeat of the Marathas, no native power represented a threat for the 
Company any longer." 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Company rule in India 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_ Raj 


stats, war, Erdogan, middle east: dec3 2019 Turkish 
offensive into north-eastern Syria 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
2019 Turkish offensive into north-eastern Syria 


middle east, Erdogan, war, archive: 
dec3(OCT152019) Russia has officially stated 
that Turkey’s invasion of north-eastern Syria is 
unacceptable. The article below is from FT (find 
link later) 


Russia has said Turkey’s invasion of north-eastern Syria is 


unacceptable and was not agreed with Moscow in advance. 

Turkey has launched an assault into Syria to claim territory held by 
Kurdish groups after US troops withdrew from the area. Russia in 
response brokered a deal between the Kurds and the government 
in Damascus for the Syrian army to move into the territory. 


“We always called for restraint from Turkey, we always believed 
that some kind of military operation in Syria was unacceptable,” 
Alexander Lavrentiev, President Vladimir Putin’s special envoy for 
Syria, told reporters. 


Mr Lavrentiev also said that “real time” negotiations were taking 
place between the Turkish and Syrian governments amid the threat 
of armed conflict between the two states’ militaries. 


“A dialogue between Turkey and Syria is taking place, it is taking 
place continuously,” he said, in remarks published by state-run 
news agencies. “Negotiations are proceeding in real time between 
the defence and foreign ministries and special services.” 

Russia, which backs Syrian president Bashar al-Assad, is the most 
powerful foreign military in the more than eight-year-long civil war 
in Syria. 


Erdogan, war, journal: dec3 they 
kidnapped the general of turkey and tried to 
legitimately stage a coup 


"Hulusi Akar (born 12 March 1952) is the current Turkish minister of defense 
and a former four-star Turkish Armed Forces general who served as the 

29th chief of the Turkish General Staff.“ Akar also served as a brigade 
commander in various NATO engagements including the International Security 
Assistance Force against the Taliban insurgency, Operation Deliberate 

Force during the Bosnian War, the Kosovo Force during the Kosovo War, as 
well as overseeing much of the Turkish involvement in the Syrian Civil War.2! 
Bi 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hulusi_Akar 
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/2016/07/16/turkeys-chief-of-staff-hulusi-akar- 


rescued-from-pro-coup-soldiers 


After decades of negationiations for entry into the EU, all talks officially came to a 
standstill on February 20th, 2019. 


"Turkey is negotiating its accession to the European Union (EU) as a member 
state, following its application to become a full member of the European 
Economic Community (EEC), the predecessor of the EU, on 14 April 1987.2 


After the ten founding members in 1949, Turkey became one of the first new 
members (the 13th member) of the Council of Europe in 1950.2 The country 
became an associate member of the European Economic Community (EEC) in 
1963 and was an associate member of the Western European Union from 1992 
to its end in 2011. Turkey signed a Customs Union agreement with the EU in 
1995 and was officially recognised as a candidate for full membership on 12 
December 1999, at the Helsinki summit of the European Council. 


Negotiations for full membership were started on 3 October 2005." Progress 
was slow: out of the 35 chapters necessary to complete the accession 
process, only 16 had been opened and one had been closed by May 2016. 

‘1 The early 2016 refugee deal between Turkey and the European Union was 
intended to accelerate negotiations after previous stagnation and allow visa- 
free travel through Europe for Turks.” 


Since 2016, accession negotiations have stalled.“ The EU has accused and 
criticized Turkey for human rights violations and deficits in rule of law.™ In 
2017, EU officials expressed that planned Turkish policies violate 

the Copenhagen criteria of eligibility for an EU membership.““ On 26 June 
2018, the EU's General Affairs Council stated that "Turkey has been moving 
further away from the European Union. 


On 20 February 2019, a European parliament committee voted to suspend the 
accession talks, sparking criticism from the government of Turkey. 22221 

231 Turkey's accession negotiations have therefore effectively come to a 
standstill and no further chapters can be considered for opening or closing 
and no further work towards the modernisation of the EU-Turkey Customs 
Union is foreseen, "4251611271181" 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accession_of Turkey to_ the European Union 


Stats, government, journal: dec3 
The Top 100 Most Valuable Brands In 2022 (the 


world in a nutshell, kind of) 
Ranked: The Top 100 Most Valuable Brands in 2022 (visualcapitalist.com) 


War, stats, middle east: 


Rojava is a major theater in the war against the Islamic State in Syria. During the Syrian 
Civil war, Kurdish forces led by the People's Protection Units (YPG) took control of 
Northern Syria and launched campaigns to take control of the Islamist-controlled areas. 
The Syrian Democratic Forces went on to take substantial territory from the Islamic 
State and played a major role in the liberation of Ragga and the battle for Deir Ezzor, 
ending Islamic State rule in Syria. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manbij offensive 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combined_ Joint_Task Force _ 
%E2%80%93_ Operation Inherent_Resolve 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
War_against the Islamic State#Establishment_of Combined Joint Task Force 
%E2%80%93 Operation Inherent_Resolve (CJTF-OIR) in October 2014 


Ue a pve eens in the Syrian civil war 


war, Sanctions, middle east, 


energy, journal: dec2 (2013) al- 
Hasakah accounts for half of all Syrian oil 
production (370000bpd) 


https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2013/02/syria-oil-crisis.html#ixzz7MLFCXO28 


The Rmeilan, Suwayda and Karatchok oil fields are all part of al- 
Hasakah province. Thousands of workers, mostly non-natives of the 
region, work in these fields. The province is home to a training and 
qualifying center for technical workers, an oil and gas institute and 
a vocational high school for oil. 


Read more: https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2013/02/syria-oil- 
crisis.html#ixzz7mLGCxBHG 


Energy, war, sanctions, stats, journal: Dec2 
apparently this is the first time since February 
that gas prices have cost less than $3.50 per 
gallon, which is below the $3.54 average from 


Feb. 24, 2022 
https://www.axios.com/2022/12/01/gas-prices-aaa-russia-ukraine 


Erdogan, war, middle east: U.S. Senate 
committee approves Turkey sanctions bill, 
DECEMBER 11, 2019 


https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-usa-sanctions/u-s-senate-committee- 
approves-turkey-sanctions-bill-idUSKBN1YF24P 


dec2 Turkey’s fourth ground incursion into 
Northern Syria since 2016 

he threatens Turkey’s fourth ground incursion into Northern 
Syria since 2016 - a threat he has made without follow 
through since May 2022. The U.S. force presence in 
Northeastern Syria has historically forced Turkey’s hand to 
tread lightly along the border. However, just last week, a 
Turkish airstrike landed within 300 meters of American 
positions, north of Hasakah. Luckily, no American troops were 
present at the time. 


Censorship, government, journal, media, court: 
Walker County man convicted of voter fraud, 
sentenced to 25 years, DA says 


WALKER COUNTY, Ga. — A 62-year-old Walker County man is facing 
25 years in prison after being convicted of voter fraud, according to 
District Attorney Chris Arnt. 


The DA says William Chase filled out another Walker County 
resident's absentee ballot in the January 2021 runoff election after it 
was sent ton a PO box at an old address by mistake. 


When the husband of the original owner of the ballot got his and she 
did not, the DA says she called the Walker County Elections Office to 
inquire about it. 


The Elections Office found out that it has already been accepted, but 
not yet counted, and that it appeared to have her signature, the DA 
says. 


The resident went to the Elections Office and pointed out that it was 
not her signature. 


The DA says the Elections Office cancelled the forged ballot and had 
a new ballot sent to the resident’s current address. 


The Elections Office then requested the Secretary of State Office 
investigate the forged ballot. 


The DA says they learned that Chase was the current owner of the 
PO box, but he had already submitted a ballot for the election. 


The DA says they matched fingerprints on the forged ballot with 
Chase's. 


The DA says Chase is convicted of forgery in the first degree, illegal 
acts regarding election documents, unlawful acts regarding elector's 
vote, and repeat voting in same election. 


Chase is sentenced to 25 years, with the first 15 years to be served 
in the Georgia Department of Corrections without the possibility of 
parole, the DA says. 


The DA says Chase is no stranger to fraud and forgery as he has 
several felony convictions including: bankruptcy fraud, theft by 


shoplifting, forgery in the first degree, stealing public documents, 
and financial identity fraud. 


https://newschannel9.com/news/local/walker-county-man-convicted-of-voter-fraud- 
sentenced-to-25-years-da-says 


middle east, government, sanctions, war: decl India and Pakistan 
joined the SCO on 9 June 2017, a Eurasian 
political, economic and security organization 
covering approximately 60% of the area of 
Eurasia, 40% of the world population, and more 
than 30% of global GDP 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai_Cooperation_ Organisation 


stats, energy, sanctions, journal: decl long, lol 


W Netherlands TTF Natural Gas Forward Month 1 - Mid Price 141.650 


Se Jun 
2021 2022 


Censorship, government, journal (how law firms 
work): 

“Finally, a word must be said about the role of lawyers in 
this fifty-year history of deceiving smokers, potential 


smokers, and the American public about the hazards of 
smoking and second hand smoke, and the addictiveness 
of nicotine. At every stage, lawyers played an absolutely 
central role in the creation and perpetuation of the 
Enterprise and the implementation of its fraudulent 
schemes. They devised and coordinated both national 
and international strategy; they directed scientists as to 
what research they should and should not undertake; 
they vetted scientific research papers and reports as well 
as public relations materials to ensure that the interests 
of the Enterprise would be protected; they identified 
‘friendly’ scientific witnesses, subsidized them with 
grants from the Center for Tobacco Research and the 
Center for Indoor Air Research, paid them enormous 
fees, and often hid the relationship between those 
witnesses and the industry; and they devised and carried 
out document destruction policies and took shelter 
behind baseless assertions of the attorney client 
privilege.” 

Source: wallstreetonparade 


Stats, energy, Middle east, war, 


sanctions, Erdogan, iran: dec1 45% 
of Iraq's electricity is generated by natural gas 
imported from Iran 


https://english.news.cn/20221201/ 
c8106866d8a24b17bc61a08ff8d80062/c.html 


media, government: dec1 Soldier charged with 
stealing machine gun parts, grenade 


https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-army/ 
2022/11/29/soldier-charged-with-stealing- 
machine-gun-parts-grenade-launcher/ 


war, history, Russia: dec1 ukrainian holocaust, 
1932-1933 


https://web.archive.org/web/20170909103902/ 
http://www.ukemonde.com/genocide/ 
margolisholocaust.html 


Erdogan, middle east: dec1 boycott-turkey.net, 
readlater 


Censorship: dec1 "Freedom of expression in Saudi Arabia 
has, much beyond having the freedom to express what one 
thinks, regressed to the extent of having to say what one does 
not believe. In other words, you cannot say what you think. 
Nothing will happen to you anywhere else, but here, you will be 
forced to say what you do not believe. You have to speak 
against Qatar and approve the legitimacy of the blockade. 
Despite all the violations of human rights in Yemen, you have to 
praise the coalition’s operations there. If you keep silent, then 
you are the enemy." 


yenisafakdotcom/en/columns/yasin-aktay/Saudis-embargo-on- 
turkish-goods-backfires-as-muslims-boycott-french-products- 
2047647 


markets, stats, government: Top 
Citi Exec Marvels That An Entire 


Generation Of Bankers Only Knows 
Cheap Money 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, DEC 01, 2022 - 06:45 AM 


A top Citigroup banker said it was “fascinating” that some of the Wall Street 
firm’s "rising stars" had spent their whole careers in an era of cheap money. 


According to Bloomberg, Alison Harding-Jones, vice chair of corporate and 
investment and head of M&A in EMEA at Citigroup, said rising rates were 
helping create an environment where more junior bankers "will learn a 
lot." 


“It is absolutely fascinating to me that | have people who come to me who are 
starting to think about being made a managing director in an investment bank 
who started in this business in 2010 or 2011, and so they’ve never really seen 
an environment where money hasn't essentially been free or very, very cheap,” 
Harding-Jones said at the Financial Times Global Banking Summit on Tuesday. 


“We've seen this pandemic, which has inflated this bubble, which has driven this 
incredible amount of activity, and they’ve kind of thought ‘Well, that’s normal,’” 
she said. 


“That clearly isn’t normal and I think all the old heads on this call and 
all of my old-headed colleagues, we are looking at this and thinking 
this is going to be an environment where you will learn a lot.” 


As Bloomberg notes, her comments were echoed by Clare Woodman, Morgan 

Stanley’s head of Europe, the Middle East and Africa, who told the conference 

that banks were faced with an outlook that hadn’t been seen “in the last half a 
century.” 


Government, Africa:, archive dec1 SOUth Africa 
President Ramaphosa's Resignation 
Believed Imminent Over 'Farmgate' 
Scandal 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, DEC 01, 2022 - 10:25 AM 


South Africa is facing deep political turmoil and corresponding uncertainty across 
markets amid growing calls for President Cyril Ramaphosa to step down over an 
emerging bizarre scandal centered on the alleged theft of $580,000. The over half 
million in cash was literally found stuffed in a sofa at a farm that Ramaphosa owns. The 
timing of the crisis couldn't be worse given long-awaited economic reforms had only just 
begun to take shape and improve the country's outlook. 


The mysterious cash payment has sparked outrage particularly among the opponents of 
the ruling African National Congress, and with his allies holding emergency 
consultations. On Thursday South African media is reporting President Ramaphosa is to 
imminently address the nation as prospect for his resignation grows, and as he 
faces impeachment. 


Ramaphosa, who has advanced himself as an ‘anti-corruption’ and reformist president, 
has vehemently denied wrongdoing in the scandal coming to be known as "Farmgate", 
centered on a game farm he owns in South Africa's northeast. 


According to a summary of the scandal in CNBC: 


In what has become known as the “Farmgate” scandal, Ramaphosa is alleged to 

have covered up a $4 million theft from his Phala Phala farm in the north east 
of the country in 2020. Some $580,000 of this was found beneath sofa 
cushions, and allegations also include working with Namibian authorities to 
apprehend, torture and bribe the suspects. 


Ramaphosa staunchly denies the allegations and has not been charged with any 
crimes. He maintains that the cash was the proceeds from the sale of buffalo. 
He has confirmed that the robbery took place, but insists that the amount stolen was 
smaller than alleged and denies participating in a cover-up. 


The rand has weakened more than 3% against the dollar as the country is on edge 
awaiting Ramaphosa's and the ANC's next move. The economic reforms he set in 
motion are now seen as under threat by the major scandal, also as political succession 
within the ANC would remain uncertain. 


IBS. African Rand Spot - Last Price 17.8729 b 16.2000 


on vf B wD n AoD rt eae A n Ala M DN | 
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According to more on the jitters unleashed across South African markets on news 
of Ramaphosa's likely impending resignation, via Bloomberg: 


The yield on 10-year local-currency bonds climbs 74 basis points to 11.55%, the most in 
a day since December 2015 

Benchmark dollar bonds lead losses among EM peers; 10-year yield up 48bps to 7.42% 
Dollar-rand one-week imlied volatility surges to the highest since May 2022 at 20.4% 
5-year CDS +12.5% to 274.62 bps, biggest jump since March 2021 


developing... 
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A corrupt, black, African politician. There's something you don't see every 
day. 
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A shaped recovery 
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where do you find cushions that big these days? 
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When did the fake sign language guy become the president? 
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Not unless you live in Africa. 
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mojo _ jojo 
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$580K. 


Chimp change. 
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Aspergers or Sociopath 
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Should have had his son smoke some crack and then handle the cash. 
Amateur. 
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gatorengineer 
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or had a good druish bitcoin launderer. 
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ponyboy99 


10 minutes ago 


When the Dutch settled SA it was a vast and arid place with just a handful of 
natives living there. 99.9% of the Africans living there now are immigrants 
from other countries. Finding a native SA in Capetown would be like finding 
a Iroquois in Martha's Vineyard. As usual, history has been perverted and 
twisted to fit the narrative against anyone productive and hard working. F 
em 
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Ramaphosa, who has advanced himself as an ‘anti-corruption’ and reformist 
president, has vehemently denied wrongdoing in the scandal coming to be 
known as "Farmgate" 


Sounds a bit like this 


Zelensky, who has advanced himself as an ‘anti-corruption’ and reformist 
president, has vehemently denied wrongdoing in the scandal coming to be 
known as "Pandora Papers", 
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It may not be Wakanda Forever, but it sure as **** is Wakanda Again 
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Sam Adam's Ghost 
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Great moniker! 
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Blame whitey 
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Another corrupt politician...Imagine my surprise. 
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Nancy Pelosi: "crumbs..." 
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Africans can be very entertaining in their child-like simplicity. 


Too bad they are also gifted with the ultra-violence gene. 
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Check the sofa's at the white house. Biden must have billions of $ stuffed 
everywhere after all the loot he has stolen. 
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ThomasjJefferson69 
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| can't stuff money in my own sofa? What's the world coming to, it's just so 
racist. 
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He just got lucky in the markets like the Pelosi's and the Clinton's. 
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African Buffalo futures. 
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He spent years working hard for the people and saved some cash. 
What's the problem? 


Sounds like a Pelosi or a McConnell. 
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BLM should fly over to protest! 
play_arrow4play_arrow 


NoDebt 
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The timing of the crisis couldn't be worse given long-awaited economic 
reforms had only just begun to take shape and improve the country's 
outlook. 


Context? Is this the "reform" where the government just takes land from 
white farmers and gives it to their cronies while calling it "justice"? 
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Joggers gotta jog, no matter where they are! 
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No Doubt emboldened by Wakanda Forever. 
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They don't sell safes in SA? 
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the combinations have numbers on them and we all know maff is rayczist 
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And no crack head kids to hod it for them? 
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and all i've ever found is loose change in a couch... 
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Joe Davola 
18 minutes ago 


$580,000, that's all - c'mon man! 
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South Africa slouches toward Liberia... 
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But muh Africa is a black utopia where everyone is honest and at peace!!! 
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When THEY attain power, no matter where all over the world, the result is 
the same. 


THIS result. 
NO exceptions. 


None. 
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Hey, the money was in that sofa when he bought it. 
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Let the man enjoy his retirement in Zurich 
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Assassinate Putin 2023 
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Goody Two Shoes 
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That is a dumb plan. If you think that would make things better for you, you 
are a dumb person. 
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Name one country in Africa as prosperous as America. Why is that? 
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$4m dollar theft. 
$580k found in a sofa. 


Seems this guy might have gone to the Joe Biden School of 10%. and 
improved it. 
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"| swear | didn't know about that money. 


| purchased that used sofa from a traveling furniture show that passed 
through here 9 months ago." 
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This is a new thing. This has never happened before. Finding big chunks of 
CASH stuffed in sofas, mattresses, freezers by politicians. The big reset is 
coming. 
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jimfcarroll 
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$580K? Wow. African politicians come cheap. 
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There's a penny underneath that couch 
~Peter Griffin 


If the sofa was stuffed with US dollars, the sofa would become bigger 
because of inflation. 


Erdogan, middle east, war, 


journal: dec1 turkish failed overthrow 
attempt, 2016, gulan movemment 


On 15 July 2016, a faction within the Turkish Armed Forces, organized as 

the Peace at Home Council,“2 attempted a coup d'état against state 
institutions, including the government and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
331 They attempted to seize control of several places 

in Ankara, Istanbul, Marmaris and elsewhere, such as the Asian side entrance 
of the Bosphorus Bridge, but failed to do so after forces loyal to the state 
defeated them. The Council cited an erosion of secularism, elimination of 
democratic rule, disregard for human rights, and Turkey's loss of credibility 
in the international arena as reasons for the coup.» The government 

gı Said the coup leaders were linked to the Gülen movement,@#22 which is 
designated as a terrorist organization by the Republic of Turkey and led 

by Fethullah Gülen, a Turkish businessman“2@3 and scholars who lives 
in Pennsylvania.“4 The Turkish government alleged that Gülen was behind 
the coup (which Gulen denied) and that the United States was harboring him. 
vais: Eyents Surrounding the coup attempt and the purges in its 

aftermath reflect a complex power struggle between Islamist elites in 

Turkey, S102] 


https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/07/11/536011222/cleric-accused-of- 


plotting-turkish-coup-attempt-i-have-stood-against-all-coups 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fethullah_G%C3%BClen 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016 Turkish coup d%27%C3%A9tat_attempt 


middle east, energy, war, 
sanctions, archive: nov30 


The violence created one of the largest mixed-migration flows ever dealt with, reaching 
almost 800,000 

migrants crossing the borders to flee violence, with some 263,000 reaching Egypt and 
345,000 to Tunisia 

Over 120 nationalities, and 5 separate categories of displaced persons could be 
identified: migrant workers, 

Libyan nationals, “boat-people” heading towards the European Union, internally 
displaced persons, and 

asylum-seekers and refugees who had previously been residing in Libya;7 

4. Both of the countries to which Libyans and migrants were fleeing were in the midst of 
their own revolutions, 

which could have had a disastrous impact on their respect for the legal principle of non- 
refoulement, had 


these 2 countries not kept their borders open. Yet, it did not. Both the Tunisian and 
Egyptian borders 

remained open; 

5. Relations between the United Nations and the pre-revolutionary government with 
regard to the existing 

8,000 refugees and over 3,000 asylum-seekers had been fragile and access had not 
been guaranteed to all; 

6. Some 2.5 million migrant workers were estimated to be living in Libya prior to the 
uprising. Many of the 

Sub-Saharans among them came to be viewed with extreme suspicion due to assumed 
connections with 

the previous regime, and faced particular aggression, abuse, and discrimination during 
the conflict; 

7. The attempts by some Libyans (and Tunisians) to seek safety from the violence at 
home by crossing the 

Mediterranean sea triggered fears among European politicians and populations of 
arrivals in “Biblical” 

proportions that would “flood” their shores. This spurred on a flurry of legislative 
activity and patrolling of 

the waters to manage arrivals. 


Source: 


“Displacement in the 
Middle East and North 


Africa = Between an Arab Winter and 


the Arab Spring” 
Shaden Khallaf 


Media, censorship, stats, middle 
east, journal: Qatari Official 
Casually Admits 'Between 400 & 
500' Worker Deaths For World Cup 
Construction 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, NOV 30, 2022 - 06:00 AM 


Authored by Brett Wilkins via Common Dreams, 


An Amnesty International campaigner on Tuesday led calls for "truth, justice, 
and compensation" after Qatar's World Cup chief admitted that hundreds of 
migrant workers died during the construction of projects related to the 
FIFA tournament. 


In an interview with British journalist Piers Morgan aired on Ta/kTV, Hassan Al- 
Thawadi, secretary general of the Qatar World Cup Supreme Committee, was 
asked how many migrant workers—who make up 90% of the nation's workforce 
—have died during the construction of $300 billion worth of tournament-related 
infrastructure including stadiums, hotels, highways, railways, and an expanded 
international airport. "The estimate is around 400, between 400 and 
500," Al-Thawadi replied. "I don't have the exact number, that's something 
that's been discussed. One death is too many, it's as simple as that." 


Responding to Al-Thawadi's remarks, Steve Cockburn, Amnesty International's 
head of economic and social justice, said that "the continued debate around the 
number of workers who have died in the preparation of the World Cup exposes 
the stark reality that so many bereaved families are still waiting for truth and 
justice." 


"Over the last decade, thousands of workers have returned home in coffins, 
with no explanation given to their loved ones," he noted. An analysis by The 
Guardian found that more than 6,500 workers from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Nepal, and Sri Lanka died in Qatar since the repressive Gulf monarchy was 
awarded soccer's premier international tournament in late 2010. The 
Guardian's estimate, however, has been criticized for counting all 
foreign worker deaths in the country over the past decade. 


"Qatar's extreme heat and grueling working conditions are likely to have 
contributed to hundreds of these deaths, but without full investigations, 

the true scale of lives lost can never be known," Cockburn continued. 
"Meanwhile, families are suffering the added anguish of severe financial 
insecurity that comes from losing the main wage earner." 


"There is nothing natural about this scale of loss and there can be no excuse for 
denying families truth, justice, and compensation any longer," he added. "Until 
all abuses suffered by migrant workers in Qatar are remedied, the legacy of 
this World Cup will be severely tarnished by their mistreatment." 


Al-Thawadi asserted that conditions are improving for migrant workers in Qatar, 
noting the implementation of a 1,000 riyal, or about $275, minimum monthly 
wage and increased attention to safety. "I think every year the health and safety 
standards on the sites are improving, at least on our sites, the World Cup sites, 
the ones that we're responsible for, most definitely," he said. 


A spokesperson for Qatar's Supreme Committee for Delivery and 

Legacy appeared to backpedal Al-Thawadi's remarks in a Tuesday 
statement reiterating the Qatari government's claim of just three work- 
related and 37 non-work-related migrant worker deaths during the World 
Cup construction period. 


"Separate quotes regarding figures refer to national statistics covering the 
period of 2014-2020 for all work-related fatalities (414) nationwide in Qatar, 
covering all sectors and nationalities," the agency said. 


Hari, a 27-year-old Nepalese builder who earned 700 riyals a month in a country 
where the average Qatari household makes more than 100 times 
more, described working conditions to CNN earlier this month: 


It was too hot. The foreman was very demanding and used to complain a lot. 
The foreman used to threaten to reduce our salaries and overtime pay. | had to 
carry tiles on my shoulder to the top. It was very difficult going up through the 
scaffolding. In the pipeline work, there were 5-7 meters deep pits, we had to lay 
the stones and concrete, it was difficult due to the heat. It was difficult to 
breathe. We had to come upstairs using a ladder to drink water. At 
some places, they didn't have water. Some places, they didn't provide us 
water on time. At some places, we used to go to houses nearby asking for 
water. 


It never happened to me, but | saw some workers fainting at work. | saw one 
Bengali, one Nepali... two to three people faint while working. They took the 
Bengali to medical services. I'm not sure what happened to him. 


A 2019 study of 1,300 Nepali migrant worker deaths in Qatar published 
in Cardiology Journal found a "strong correlation" between toiling in extreme 
heat and dying from heart problems. 


f anyone says white people were bad because of slavery, kindly point out 
that not only did the middle eastern nations start this sh*t, they continue to 
do uphold slavery to this very day. 
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Madeleine Albright: Yes, 500,000 dead Iraqi children were worth it. 
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A few thousand dead indentured slaves are worth it for sportsball! Yay!! 
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‘Between 400 & 500' Worker Deaths For World Cup Construction 
That's how many Palestinians 


Apartheid Israhell kills in a given month. 


play_arrow4play_arrow3 


Ayn Stein 


1 hour ago 


The Big Game is the Event of the Year! Anyone who doesn't love The Big 
Game is unmutual and should be unpersoned and memoryholed! 


play_arrowplay_arrow1 


AtATrESIClI 


4 hours ago 


500,000 dead kids, totally worth it. 
play_arrow7play_arrow3 


ThomasjJefferson69 

3 hours ago 

(Edited) 

You are a joke. You may as well claim 500 million dead children, it's just as 
believable. 


However it has been documented that Islam has murdered some 590 million 
people over 1400 years. 


play_arrow4play_arrow5 


cyberchicken 
2 hours ago 


Whataboutism. A tactic employed by the Chinese communist party. 


play_arrowplay_arrow3 


PrinceMyshkin 


2 hours ago 


Hey moron, that was a direct citation from Madeline Albright, she said word 
for word, that the sanctions who caused the death of 500.000 children in Iraq 
were worth it f.ckwit. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


ThomasjJefferson69 
2 hours ago 


Yea and she rode a unicorn to work every day. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


Leonine 
1 hour ago 


you are quite the prideful troll 


play_arrowiplay_arrow2 


ThomasjJefferson69 
6 minutes ago 


You would believe anything posted from the MSM. 
play_arrowplay_arrow 


MileO 


5 hours ago 


Also, ashanti tribe. 


play_arrow4play_arrow2 


Lord RG 


5 hours ago 


Admits 400-500 deaths 


so multiply that by factor x10 and once again cospiratory theorist who said 
cca 4000ppl died were right 


about racism: they say india people are more racist, even asian are racist 
but only white cant be racist cause if white is racist he will be punished 


Btw: im not racist, i dont like anybody thats my advantage :D 


play_arrow4play_arrow2 


2+2 45 


5 hours ago 


Double or triple that figure to get cloer to the truth. 
play_arrow4play_arrowl1 


t_kAyk 
5 hours ago 
(Edited) 


l'Il give the middle eastern chappies this: they looked at all the migrants and 
said “ya know, we have all the labor we will ever need right here and all they 
want is a meal card and an iPhone.” 


You may get away with that **** in the too nice white people countries but 
over in durka durka stan we still cut your head off boy. 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


Leonine 
1 hour ago 


durka durka! 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


sundalmurugan 
3 hours ago 


with whose help you jackass? 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Show More Replies 


tahoebumsmith 
5 hours ago 


So thousands of people die and are paid slave labor $275 a month so the 
woketards can kick their ball around and get cheered on by a stadium full of 
Woketards? Pathetic. 


play_arrow37play_arrow 


rogerwaters69 
3 hours ago 


Well said, sir 


play_arrow5play_arrow 


Joe Davola 
2 hours ago 
(Edited) 


Human nature doesn't change: 


The Gladiator Colosseum - built by Jewish slaves, funded by loot from their 
Jerusalem Temple 


How long did the Roman Empire hold sway before falling? 


Since everything is time compressed these days, we are well past the 
Colosseum construction point on the downslope 


play_arrowiplay_arrowl1 


RebBiker 

1 hour ago 

Since muslims consider other muslims expendable, | guess they consider 
everyone else expendable, too. 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


Rabbi Zero 
5 hours ago 
(Edited) 


Just write covid on the death certificate like the US does. 


play_arrow32play_arrowl 


Almachius 

5 hours ago 

(Edited) 

Appoint Fauci as Superintendent over the whole construction operation, and 
all corpses would be swept under the rug. 


play_arrow5play_arrow1 


Castor gordo el tercero 

5 hours ago 

(Edited) 

Who in the world would willingly go to a Muslim middle eastern country to 
work as a guest worker in construction? Answer is no one... These are 
Slaves... But the US and europe don't have any concern about that... Only 
about gay rights... 


play_arrow26play_arrow 


John Evergreen 

4 hours ago 

As a US government contractor? $100k+, with no US income tax. Back in the 
day that was a lot of money. 


play_arrow2play_arrowl1 


bentaxle 

3 hours ago 

They make sure to get workers from countries that won't invade them. If 
they need US workers the Qataris soon back off. You will be allowed to keep 
your passport. They will honour your contract. They will try it on. If you 
complain they will back down. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


sukittrebek 


5 hours ago 


Whats with the vagina shaped stadium. 


play_arrowl1g9play_arrow 


BarryMcCockiner 
5 hours ago 


Reminds them of their pet goats 


play_arrow13play_arrow 


Dog Serious 
5 hours ago 


They said they wanted to build a stadium in respect of those with Angina, but 
got lost in the translation! 


play_arrowsplay_arrow 


Rusticus 
5 hours ago 


It's none like I've ever seen, but then I've always been picky. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


The Fool On The Hill 
5 hours ago 
(Edited) 


Yeah, that's what | thought. Supposed to be a lotus, or sumpin, | guess. 


PS. Just gaggled it. Supposed to represent a dhow fishing boat. Beats me. 
play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Von Hayek 


5 hours ago 


Dunno. 


Pass me a Duff Beer. 


play_arrow5play_arrow 


MCDirtMigger 


2 hours ago 


You’re not at all curious about the one shaped like a sphincter? 


play_arrowplay_arrow 
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css1971 
PREMIUM 


5 hours ago 


"The estimate is around 400, between 400 and 500," Al-Thawadi 
replied 


The translation from Arabic: We don't know so we'll just make some **** up. 


play_arrow14play_arrow 


The Fool On The Hill 


5 hours ago 


The translation from Arabic: We don't know AND WE DON'T CARE, so we'll 
just make some **** up. 


play_arrowllplay_arrow 


Kat 
PRO 


3 hours ago 


The West has adopted this same tactic after forcing its slaves...er...citizens 
to take a "vaccine". 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


HankLove 


5 hours ago 


(Edited) 
Piers Morgan now complicit of the understatement 


play_arrowiplay_arrow2 


Blano 
4 hours ago 


When the J6 political prisoners are finally released in the US, and America 
becomes less of a banana republic, then | might start to care about other 
people. 


Until then, don't care. 


play_arrowsplay_arrow 


SpotemGottem Gekko Jr 
5 hours ago 
(Edited) 


Soccer should be banned is it so boring. There are a handful of marquee 
players in the entire world, and the rest is just guys passing the ball around 
for hours (99.9% of the time). 


They literally could have picnics of fans in the middle of the field and it 
wouldn't change most matches. Just also place several BBQ grills at various 
points and the bloody ball would not hit them. 


play_arrowsplay_arrows 


Rusticus 
5 hours ago 


There's really no need to ban it; the smart people who find it boring choose 
not to watch it. 


play_arrow4play_arrow3 


SpotemGottem Gekko Jr 


5 hours ago 


This is correct. | am just butt hurt about the whole matter. 


play_arrow4play_arrow1 


John Evergreen 
4 hours ago 


There are a lot of smart people who still watch it because they are gay. 


play_arrow2play_arrow3 


Gregorius Swizzlepants 
5 hours ago 


But then Canadians wouldn’t get to cheer for our “Canadian” national team, 
which is almost entirely made up of immigrants. 


Nothing says Canada like cheering for our soccer stars, such as 
Ismaël Konè and Ikè Ugbo! 


play_arrow6play_arrow 


Leotardo 
3 hours ago 
(Edited) 


That has already been going on in baseball for decades, Jr. Just leave football 
alone, willya? 


play_arrowplay_arrow2 


dojufitz 
5 hours ago 
Says all of them were named 


Muhammad. 


play_arrow7play_arrow1 


takewhatyoucan64 
5 hours ago 
LMAO... no loss at all 


play_arrow2play_arrow1 


takewhatyoucan64 
5 hours ago 


moslems are gonna moslem 


play_arrow7play_arrowl1 


Mockingbird101 
PREMIUM 


2 hours ago 


A lot of truth to this story. My brother-in-law was contracted to work 3 weeks 
with a construction company in Qatar to teach the workers how to build 
floors in warehouses. He said it's the most ****** up place he had ever seen. 
No engineer could make a decision on anything because of the fear of being 
deported without pay. You piss off the owner of the company they call the 
police and deport you. 


No telling how many died. 


play_arrowe6play_arrow 


koan 
2 hours ago 


Slavery never stopped in the ME, surprised how few know this. 


play_arrowe6play_arrow 


tested-positive 
3 hours ago 


No Flash and Grab mobs in Qatar. 
No rioting, looting and pillaging. 
No Gay Parades or Trannie Rights. 
No mass shootings. 

Little crime of any kind. 


How come? 


play_arrowe6play_arrow1 


Krink26 


3 hours ago 


It was well worth it so woke assholes can watch kickball and lecture others 
about human rights. 


play_arrowe6play_arrow1 


Castor gordo el tercero 
5 hours ago 


It was so many that he felt he couldn't get away with admitting to anything 
less than 4 or 500 hundred? There must have been 1500 or more... 


play_arrowe6play_arrow 


Castor gordo el tercero 
5 hours ago 


They paid for a lot of it with black market organs i bet. The world is run by a 
level of evil we have not seen before... 


play_arrowe6play_arrow 


goldhoarder 


4 hours ago 


Chinese "quarantine" camps 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


McGantic 


5 hours ago 


That shows how far behind the culture and conditions in Qatar are compared 
to other nations. 


For example, a grand total of zero people died during construction for the 
2020 Olympics in Tokyo. 


Always imagined Qatar as being more of an advanced nation, but those are 
African nation numbers. 


play_arrowe6play_arrow 


GatorMcClusky 


5 hours ago 


The estimate is around 400, between 400 and 500," Al-Thawadi 
replied. "I don't have the exact number, that's something that's been 
discussed. One death is too many, it's as simple as that." 


Dude needs someone to write for him like they do for Biden. 


play_arrowe6play_arrow 


American Citizen 
5 hours ago 


Based on the quote | thought the guy already wrote for Biden. 
play_arrow4play_arrow 


buzzsaw99 
3 hours ago 


a vaxxxed reporter at the competition went down like a sack of dirt. they cut 
off the video right before his face hit the ground. 


play_arrow5play_arrow2 


MANvsMACHINE 


2 hours ago 


You sure it wasn’t Kamala? Going down like a sack of dirt is her specialty. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


YesWeKahn 


5 hours ago 


How many dead to construct north American rail roads? 


play_arrow5play_arrow2 


Totally_Disillusioned 

1 hour ago 

And when the world cup was televised in China the CCP blurred all images of 
the spectators in the stadium so that Chinese viewers would not see 
maskless people. CCP controls streaming feeds via their intrrnet. 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


ParanoidSquirrel 

1 hour ago 

Those middle east nations bring in a lot of workers from places like India and 
treat them terribly. It's a "caste" system where the local host country Arabs 
look down on all the imported workers. The workers go into debt to get the 
money to get there for work thinking it is their ticket our of poverty. Once 
there, their passports get taken, the get put in horrible living conditions and 
forced to work in terrible conditions. Just a step up from slaves...they truly 
have a hard life... 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


Ahmeexnal 
1 hour ago 


AT LEAST THEY ARE NOT FORCED TO WEAR FACEMASKS. 
play_arrowplay_arrow1 


StopGaslightingMe 

2 hours ago 

Look to them we are "useless eaters" unless they have a project they need 
to complete then we are simply useless eater "tools" they use to get the job 
done. If some of the tools break they will be replaced by other tools and the 
old broken tools tossed in the garbage. 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


emcee 
3 hours ago 


Klaus would be proud. 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


OutWithLibs 

3 hours ago 

In the US the majority of “migrants” aren’t workers, they are asylum 
seekers who get free cell phones, taxpayer money, free housing and in some 
idiot sanctuary states, the right to vote. 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


Multi 


4 hours ago 
With the ferocious needle running amok, you cannot make much sense of 
death statistics. 


Then, at the end, they just throw this pearl in: "[a 2019 study] found a 
‘strong correlation’ between toiling in extreme heat and dying from heart 
problems". Don't you say, heart problems, really? 


What about how many of the deceased were "vaccinated" (wink wink)? 


It is just the biggest gaslighting operation in human history. 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


eyewillcomply 
4 hours ago 


Soccer is the most boring spectator sport imaginable. What is the great 
allure? 


play_arrow4play_arrow3 


AZ Man 


3 hours ago 


It gives loser countries something to like about themselves. 


play_arrow4play_arrow 
Gefeltafudge 
3 hours ago 


Better than Sominex. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


OutWithLibs 

3 hours ago 

(Edited) 

Have you ever watched baseball? At least players in soccer are constantly 
moving 


play_arrow5play_arrow5 


ClimbingTheLog 


4 hours ago 


So THE SICKNESS was less dangerous than working construction? 


Better DESTROY THE ECONOMY then! 


Good job, Harvard. "Mimic the Communists" was all they could muster. 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


nicxios 
5 hours ago 


5 people died building the Empire State Building, and that was low for those 
days' standards. Add extreme heat to the mix. Just sayin’. 


play_arrow4play_arrowl1 


Castor gordo el tercero 
5 hours ago 


96 officially died building the hoover dam 
covered up... 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


John Evergreen 
4 hours ago 


Those deaths were from covid 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


Leonine 
1 hour ago 


... Though there were many deaths 


wouldve been worse if they werent vaccinated 
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Obamanism666 
5 hours ago 
(Edited) 
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May be he should blame COVID-19 for 450 deaths. Fauci would 


if ex-workers keep dying say it was the clot shot given to prevent the COVID 
19. Us the weapons of the DS and swamp against them 


aeslong 
2 hours ago 
(Edited) 


death due to forced "vax" 


play_arrow3play_arrow1 


nt 
2 hours ago 
(Edited) 


When working in the heat, it is essential to stay hydrated. If you dont drink 
enough water you dramatically increase your risk of death. Not 
providing workers with adequate water is murder. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


drso 


2 hours ago 


these mutherfarkers arab muslims do not treat foreign migrant workers as 
human being, especially "infidels" are treated as farm animals or worse. 


play_arrow3play_arrowl1 


dustinthewind 
2 hours ago 


Compare that to Pfizer gene therapy deaths. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 
A.Retard 


2 hours ago 


the money Pfizer made works great 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


MCDirtMigger 


2 hours ago 


Wait a minute. Why aren’t Muslim migrants going to Qatar for work? Why do 
they come to Europe? 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


Ahmeexnal 
1 hour ago 


“PEOPLE SHOULD KNOW WHEN THEY ARE CONQUERED." 


https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=JXmCouSVSC4 
play_arrowplay_arrow1 


AZ Man 


3 hours ago 


Only American cities get boycotted by sport franchises as a result of virtue 
Signaling. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


Ahmeexnal 
1 hour ago 
(Edited) 


IT'S THE VAXXXINES, STUPID!!!! 


MILLIONS DEAD, MAIMED, AND WITH SERIOUS SIDE EFFECTS FROM 
THE MODERNA/PFIZER mRNA MENGELE CLOTSHOTS...BUT AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL SAYS NOTHING. 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


Chargly 2 


21 minutes ago 


Wonder why? 


How about international sex worker "facilitators"? That a pretty fair and 
delightful industry? 


Are their "clients" having to work 16 hours and pee in bottles? 


Does anyone start to wonder if there will be anyone left in America after the 
wrath of God hits such a wickedly oblivious, selfish, and clueless bunch of 
azholes? 


That's after abortion as well. And now this coerced homicidal suicide pact 
with big pharma and government to sterilize and cull humans. Because the 
TV told them to. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


RITEPOWAH 


2 hours ago 


the jabbed will DIE 
play_arrow2play_arrowl1 


MANvsMACHINE 


2 hours ago 


So will the unjabbed. Just a bunch of years later. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


Ahmeexnal 
1 hour ago 


WRONG, THE WHACKEDXXXINATED ARE NO LONGER MADE IN G-D'S 
IMAGE. THEIR SOUL IS DAMNED. 


THE PUREBLOOD'S SOUL IS ETERNAL AND CAN KEEP ASCENDING. 
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beavertails 


4 hours ago 


Meanwhile, over 100,000 Ukranians have died in less than a year because 
they keep poking the bear and they edit that bitchez speech. 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


Ahmeexnal 

1 hour ago 

OVER HALF A MILLION, BUT MANY OF THOSE ARE POLES, GERMANS, 
FRENCH, ROMANIANS, FINNS, AUSTRALIANS, CANADIANS, 
SPANIARDS, BELGIANS, BRITISH, SWEDES..... 


play_arrowplay_arrow1 


NoPension 
4 hours ago 


It was only...like...400. BFD.... 
play_arrow2play_arrow 


Fran Flintstone 

5 hours ago 

Get back on that ladder and quit your crying. You sound like an American 
Trump voter. 


play_arrow2play_arrow7 


Invert This, Media Matters Monkeys 
5 hours ago 
(Edited) 


This Troll Farm Monkey posts under several aliases : 


ElonsTwitter 

ElonTrump 

Fran flintstone 
Shaminator 

Frank Zappa Lives 

Real Ivanka 

President Hunter 

Hunters Angel 

Sponge Bob Square Pants 


e NickPeeMe 
e And Many More 


play_arrowloplay_arrow1 


John Evergreen 
4 hours ago 


Who pays him? 


play_arrow2play_arrow2 


Fran Flintstone 
3 hours ago 


This troll farm Monkey has his head up his *** so far he found the gerbil.** 


play_arrowplay_arrow5 


Invert This, Media Matters Monkeys 


3 hours ago 


And | still managed to find you once again, Troll**** 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


Fran Flintstone 
3 hours ago 


Seeing how | seem to be living in your head you might try and charge rent. 


You keep better track of my screen names that keep getting banned because 
of free speech than | do. 


play_arrowplay_arrow4 


Invert This, Media Matters Monkeys 

3 hours ago 

(Edited) 

Yesterday you used ElonsTwitter as proof you weren't banned. How soon you 
forget, Troll****. 


Trump and conservatives in general should charge you rent. You live a die 
being a ******, Yet you keep coming back for more. Ask your handlers to 
send you to troll Teen Vogue. You won't get banned there. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


Almachius 
5 hours ago 


Meanwhile, US and UK leaders dissuaded Zelenski from accepting a peace 
agreement with Russia last March, promising instead to fund and supply the 
war until Russia was defeated. 


How many lives that belligerence caused! 


play_arrow2play_arrowl1 


goldhoarder 


4 hours ago 


They are fighting for freedom or money laundering or something... 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


EI Hosel 


5 hours ago 


NEXT 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


Ghiaur 
5 hours ago 


It was a Sacrifice he was willing to make. Thanks for playing! 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


Ahmeexnal 
1 hour ago 


HOW MANY DIED BUILDING CHINA'S GREAT WALL....AND AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL SAYS NOTHING. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Somewhat Unisex 
1 hour ago 


We labor’d some folks. 


Any chance we can put these guys in charge of our migrants too? 


play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


Galtmandu 
1 hour ago 
(Edited) 


In comparison, 5 people reportedly died building the Empire State building 
90 years ago. 


You have to purposefully create an unsafe worksite today to get 500 people 
killed. 


| have statistic'd, 


Galtmandu 


play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


Bullet_Sponge 

2 hours ago 

Shocking number of deaths. It sounds a lot like the chernobyl incident where 
mid level officials trying to appease their bosses put pressure on people 
below them like a lot of bosses do. 


Hope this doesn't derail the efforts. | watched the interview with the Qatar 
official, everything he was saying was right on. Looks like they're trying to do 
the right thing. 


Sporting events take a while to get into. People have to fall in love with the 
players, has to be drama... 


Also people can only care so much about a sport they watch but don't 
participate in. Everyone has different interests. Some of the money spent on 
soccer stadiums could be spent on the 2nd, 3rd most popular sports. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


MANvsMACHINE 


2 hours ago 


Who cares about a bunch of sweaty men chasing a ball? 


What the article fails to mention is the fact that all 400-500 who died were 
vaxxed and boosted. If not, it would have been so much worse. 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


Everybody Ropes, Everybody Rides 


2 hours ago 


Always amazes me the amount of money that is spent on circuses. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Games Without Frontiers 
2 hours ago 
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They virtue signal then awarded these guys the World Cup. 


Que Pasa Miami 
2 hours ago 


More likely 4 or 5 thousand, but who really cares anyhow. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


THE END BEGINS 

2 hours ago 

(Edited) 

How many of those people (real people) who walked among us died lost i.e. 
never personally received Christ and were on the road to perdition when 
alive? It's a good bet that most of them, if not all of them, are now in an 
eternity of suffering that they will never, ever escape from. 


Jesus said that on judgment day, many will be turned away from entering 
Heaven even though they claimed his name and performed many wonderful 
works in his name. He said even those who cast out demons in his name will 
be turned away ... 


"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and 


in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works?And then will I profess unto them, | never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity" (Matthew 7:22-23). 


The reason that they were turned away is because they were do-gooders. 
They we're trusting in their riches and their good works to save them. They 
did not possess the one qualification that allows someone entrance into 
Heaven. 


"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him" John 3:36). 


"And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire" (Revelation 20:15). 


Is your name in that book? | hope so. Find out what that one qualification is 
that you may possess eternal life and be allowed entrance into Heaven by 
clicking the link below.. 


ETERNAL SECURITY DEBATE 1: CAN A PERSON LOSE THEIR 
SALVATION ONCE SAVED? 


CONDITIONALISM VS. ETERNAL TORMENT VS. UNIVERSAL 
RECONCILIATION 


play_arrowiplay_arrow2 


jamesedtx 
2 hours ago 


There is no hell. Salvation is for the children of Israel. 500 workers dying over 
a 12 year period in one of the world's ****hole's isn't a big deal. 


play_arrowplay_arrow2 


THE END BEGINS 
2 hours ago 
(Edited) 


LIFE AFTER DEATH: VISIONS OF HELL 


The rich, the poor, the in-between, the indifferent ... "ALL" who are 
without Christ shall be driven into damnation and have no hope for 
eternal life once they breathe their last breath. Is this you? 


play_arrowiplay_arrow2 


MANvsMACHINE 


2 hours ago 


Prove it. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow1 
A.Retard 


2 hours ago 


the stupid rules in soccer make no sense 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 
A.Retard 


2 hours ago 


for a stupid soccer game LOL 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 
toady 


2 hours ago 


"Meh... **** happens." 


-Hassan Al-Thawadi 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


rando 
3 hours ago 


I'm guessing that was the similar death toll "PER DAY" on slaves when the 
Kings and Pharaohs erected all those Pyramids and Penis symbol structures. 
Mines bigger! 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


thealtthug 


2 hours ago 


Exactly. Same thing, different time. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


lamNewt 
3 hours ago 


Just like ancient Egypt. Maybe they can enslave the right people again? 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Powerball_Trillionaire 
3 hours ago 


Only 800 were stoned to death.... 
play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


Ahmeexnal 
1 hour ago 


BRITISH HOOLIGANS ARE ALWAYS DRUNK AND STONED. 
play_arrowplay_arrow1 


tested-positive 
3 hours ago 


Get with the program. 
Every last one of those deaths can be attributed to Covid-19. 


What's this **** about the heat and harsh working conditions? 


play_arrowiplay_arrow2 


buzzsaw99 
3 hours ago 


https://t.me/covidbc/6943 
play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


ssgredux 
4 hours ago 


Does that include gay workers who took a flying leap off a tall building? 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Ban KKiller 


4 hours ago 


Moo slim and his low IQ, inbred followers can't build anything. Too stupid. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


capndiesalot 
PREMIUM 


4 hours ago 


| do not care. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


QABubba 


4 hours ago 


It is possible to have both safe and profitable workplaces. | worked in the 
oilfield of the seventies, and we lost three people within two weeks. 


It is not like that now. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow1 


goldhoarder 


4 hours ago 


The USA had an actual economy back then. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Ahmeexnal 
1 hour ago 


YEP, VIETNAM KEPT THE MILITARY INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX ALIVE AND 
KICKING. 


play_arrowplay_arrow1 


Hermit in a Cave 
5 hours ago 


Piers the pleb thinks writing uncensored next to his name actually makes 
him more trustworthy? [] 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Dog Serious 


5 hours ago 
(Edited) 


Whipped to death in the name of whatever! 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Cranky The Un-clown 
3 hours ago 


It's the cost of doing business 


Can we hand out the cup now? 


play_arrowplay_arrow2 


Ink Pusher 
6 minutes ago 


‘Qatari Official Casually Admits ‘Between 400 & 500' Worker Deaths 
For World Cup Construction’ 


Translation: 


*Acceptable death toll for the creation of a venue for an 
international sporting event where alcohol sales will be prohibited and 
politics will overshadow all participants or competitors. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Chargly 2 
10 minutes ago 
(Edited) 


Thankfully, here in America! 


The upper body of congress voted to show those cutaris a thing or two and 
demand same sex marriage. For everyone! 


Because unlike doing their presumed jobs to not possibly murder everyone 
with intent or out of indifference or fear, or for profit, and oppose Der vaxxes. 


They cannot even pass a resolution to not do that to American school kids! 
But trans people are ruling the insane distracted asylum apparently. 


However, in cutar, Muslim 9th century jumped up goat herders are mean n' 
sh*t! 


Who would have guessed?! 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Crush the cube 


12 minutes ago 


How else did you expect them to get that turf so green and lush in the 
desert? 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Chargly 2 
19 minutes ago 
remove 
link 


What isn't highlighted is the religion likely of some of these migrants. 


But that sports ball was sure good. 


Almost like it isn't the end of the world. 


Chargly 2 


29 minutes ago 


Did they at least not have to pee in bottles and get 4 or 5 months off for mlk 
and (those people's) history "months"? 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Chargly 2 


31 minutes ago 


So these cutaris are crackers? 
Yeah this happens all the time with migrant workers.. in the middle east 


Dude was working a slave labor game of chance or extreme workout 
construction job at 100 times under the average cutari salary? 


That doesn't seem super nice. 


Are we sure cutaris are not pews? 


Well at least they hate trans people and made Telemundo female reporters 
there for raving mad Mexicans wear head rags. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Francis Marxximus 
43 minutes ago 


You don't want a Christian God...you have the alternative god who does not 
love and could care less. Rubs off onto the followers. 


play_arrowplay_arrow1 


Trapper Creek 
PRO 


51 minutes ago 


There's no QOSHA in Qatar is there ? 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Purple Rabbit 


56 minutes ago 


They were a Sacrifice to the moon gods of Baall. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


CovidBannedTard 


58 minutes ago 


Work them to death and delay their pay for 11 months. 


Slave labor keeps the Western World entertained. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


LouTurks 
PREMIUM 


1 hour ago 


Qatar gives gifts to those in power so it's ok. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


lion in winter 
1 hour ago 


thats the norm for infrastructure projects. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


3.14159 


1 hour ago 


Working humans to death in the desert heat. That hasnt been done in 
Amerika in over a hundred years. 


Old traditions die hard... 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


LouTurks 


1 hour ago 


Oh look at you. Your TV knowledge is good. 
play_arrowplay_arrow 


Pooter 

1 hour ago 

lol make Himalayian Sherpas work in the hot sunny desert, what do you think 
would happen? 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


CryptoingTheLightFantastic 

2 hours ago 

(Edited) 

Fortunately for Europe, the same people who hate Europeans for religious 
and racist reasons will now be providing them with all of their natural gas! At 
least until the utopia of Year Zero becomes manifest throughout the EU via 
solar panels and wind turbines made by 12 year old Chinese girls in CCP 
Slave labor camps. Imagine how bad this situation could be if the West didn't 
have such a strong moral conscience and wasn't so dedicated to the sacred 
principles of democracy. 


play_arrowplay_arrow1 


moonmac 
2 hours ago 


This should have been solved in 1946. 
play_arrowplay_arrow1 


Spacelord77 


3 hours ago 


Yet the woke western teams are happily there practicing their propaganda... 


Same as: "We have to reduce our electricity usage but we want everyone to 
buy an EV" 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


ThomasjJefferson69 
3 hours ago 
Just TCNs....lol. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Powerball_Trillionaire 
3 hours ago 


What say you Snidley, you Iranian boot licker? 


play_arrowplay_arrow2 


zeroisunbiased 
3 hours ago 


why don't fans build it in exchange for free tickets? problem solved in more 
ways than one... 


play_arrowplay_arrow1 


Offthebeach 


4 hours ago 


Important thing were the Apple Iphone Pro 14 adds successful? 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


HistoryRepeat 


4 hours ago 


Sounds like Budweiser should have donated all that beer to the workers. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Vinividivinci 
4 hours ago 


"It is what it is"... 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


back4more 
4 hours ago 


Nothing to see here, move along... 


5 hours ago 
(Edited) 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


HankLove 


5 hours ago 


Al-Thawadi master of Al-Tagiyyah 
play_arrowplay_arrow 


Castor gordo el tercero 
5 hours ago 


How many of those were executions? 


play_arrowplay_arrow1 
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link 


remove 
link 


john milton 
5 hours ago 


Pls dont start bashing qatar now.. 
Liver sausage just made huge 15y Ing contract with them.. 


Double stantards at play here again 


play_arrowplay_arrow1 


war, Sanctions, europe: nov30 Lights Go Out On 
Hungary Stadiums, Theatres As Energy Crisis 
Bites 


Rocketing energy bills are forcing Hungary to shutter libraries, theatres, swimming 
pools and even its new football stadiums for winter. 


france24dotcom/en/live-news/20221129-lights- 
go-out-on-hungary-stadiums-theatres-as-energy- 
crisis-bites 


History, government, journal: nov30 germany 
defeats france 1940, 10's of thousands of 
british, french, and german casualties 


this results in the german occupation of france after an armistice was signed. It lasted 
for 4 years, 1940-1944 until the Liberation of France after the Normandy and Provence 
landings. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_ military administration in occupied France durin 


g_World Wa rl 


The term Malgré-nous (lit. 'we despite ourselves', or more figuratively 'we who are 
forced against our will') refers to men from Alsace-Lorraine who were conscripted into 
the German military after the region's annexation from France during World War Il. The 
female term Mal/gré-elles is sometimes used to refer to the Alsace-Moselle women also 
drafted against their will into the general German War effort. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malgr%C3%A9-nous 


Memory of the Napoleonic Wars was still fresh in the 1870s. Wilhelm | himself had had 
to flee with the Prussian royal family to East Prussia as a nine year old in 1806 and had 
served in the Battle of Waterloo 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alsace%E2%80%93Lorraine 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_ Empire 


china, stats, sanctions, journal: 


nov29 smartphone marketshare by vender on 
statista shows huawei going from holding up to 
20% marketshare and closely rivaling samsung 
(korea), and apple (usa), to literally 
disappearing from the graph... 


statista % 


Technology & Telecommunications » Telecommunication: pnma 
Global smartphone market share from 4th quarter 2009 to 3rd quarter 2022 r 
(by vendor) 
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Quarterly smartphone market share worldwide by vendor 2009-2022 


rs. Huawei's market share reached up to 20 percent in previous years, however, 
strong performances from rivals and the effects of the U.S. trade ban have since 
seen Huawei fall outside the list of top five vendors by smartphone shipments. 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/271496/global-market-share-held-by- 
smartphone-vendors-since-4th-quarter-2009/ 


stats, tech: nov29 Quantum computer recieves $823 
million in 2021, up 70% from the year ago 
period according to marketwatch, November 
29th 2022, 


Quantum computing is also in the midst of a venture-capital funding 
boom, receiving a record $823 million in 2021, up more than 70% 
from 2020. Palo Alto-based PsiQuantum received $450 million, 
which gave the company a $3.1 billion valuation. Toronto-based 
Xanadu, a designer of quantum silicon photonic chips received $100 
million. 


https://www.marketwatch.com/story/more-risk-doesnt-always-mean-greater-reward- 
just-look-at-these-imploded-tech-stocks-11669712414 


middle east, war, energy, Erdogan, journal, readlater: nov29 Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 2014, Washinton Post business, nice 
due diligence 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/new- 
oil-pipeline-boosts-iragi-kurdistan-the-region- 
made-of-three-northern-provinces/ 
2014/06/12/50635600-ef30-11e3-bf76- 
447a5df6411f story.html 


history, war, government, 


Erdogan, journal: nov29 The 1923 
Treaty of Lausanne superseded the Treaty of 
Sèvres 


The 1923 Treaty of Lausanne, which superseded the Treaty of Sèvres, ended the 
conflict and saw the establishment of the Republic of Turkey. 


Sivas 


Treaty of Lausanne 
ANATOLIA 


Treaty of Sévres CJ Ottoman Empire in 1914 » Kurdish Region ----- Theoretical zones of influence 
(192 0) = Armenia, without Azerbaijani oO Modern borders Effective zones of occupation 
and Georgian territorial claims of Turkey (as of signing date/August 10) 


Bulgaria 
Adrianople 


Kurds comprise anywhere from 18 to 25% of the 
population in Turkey, 15 to 20% in Irag, 10% in 
Iran, and 9% in Syria. 


After World War | and the defeat of the Ottoman Empire, the victorious Western 

allies made provision for a Kurdish state in the 1920 Treaty of Sèvres. However, that 
promise was broken three years later, when the Treaty of Lausanne set the boundaries 
of modern Turkey and made no such provision, leaving Kurds with minority status in all 
of the new countries.““ Recent history of the Kurds includes 

numerous genocides and rebellions, along with ongoing armed conflicts 

in Turkish, Iranian, Syrian, and Iraqi Kurdistan. Kurds in Iraq and Syria have autonomous 
regions, while Kurdish movements continue to pursue greater cultural rights, autonomy, 
and independence throughout Kurdistan. 


The ceding of Eastern Mediterranean lands saw the introduction of novel polities, 
including the British Mandate for Palestine and the French Mandate for Syria and 
Lebanon.” 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of S%C3%A8vres 


journal, history, Erdogan: Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk (1923-1938) was ideologically a 
secularist and nationalist. Considered the 
founding father of the Republic of Turkey, he 
also served as the countrys first president. 


Ataturk came to prominence for his role in securing the Ottoman Turkish victory at 

the Battle of Gallipoli (1915) during World War 1. Following the defeat and dissolution 
of the Ottoman Empire, he led the Turkish National Movement, which resisted mainland 
Turkey's partition among the victorious Allied powers. Establishing a provisional 
government in the present-day Turkish capital Ankara (known in English at the time as 
Angora), he defeated the forces sent by the Allies, thus emerging victorious from what 
was later referred to as the Turkish War of Independence. He subsequently proceeded 
to abolish the decrepit Ottoman Empire and proclaimed the foundation of the Turkish 
Republic in its place. 


As the president of the newly formed Turkish Republic, Atatürk initiated a rigorous 
program of political, economic, and cultural reforms with the ultimate aim of building a 
modern, progressive and secular nation-state. He made primary education free and 
compulsory, opening thousands of new schools all over the country. He also introduced 
the Latin-based Turkish alphabet, replacing the old Ottoman Turkish alphabet. Turkish 
women received equal civil and political rights during Atatürk's presidency. In 
particular, women were given voting rights in local elections by Act no. 1580 on 3 April 
1930 and a few years later, in 1934, full universal suffrage.“ 


His government carried out a policy of Turkification, trying to create a homogeneous, 
unified and above all secular nation under the Turkish banner.“243441 Under Ataturk, 
the minorities in Turkey were asked to speak Turkish in public, but also were allowed to 


maintain their own languages at the same time;"2 non-Turkish toponyms and minorities 
were ordered to get a Turkish surname as per Turkish renditions. The Turkish 
Parliament granted him the surname Ataturk in 1934, which means "Father of the 
Turks", in recognition of the role he played in building the modern Turkish Republic. 

"81 He died on 10 November 1938 at Dolmabahçe Palace in Istanbul, at the age of 57; 

u he was succeeded as president by his long-time prime minister İsmet İnönü? and 
was honored with a state funeral. 


Stats, war, energy, pipeline: nov29 
world coastline closeups, mapped 


Bursa 


A 
Mt.Uludag 


TURKEY 


The Black Sea is a large inland sea which spans 168,500 square 
miles - roughly, about the same size as California, situated 
between Europe and Asia. During the past few centuries, it has 
held a strategic and economic importance to Russia. For 


security reasons too, Russia relies on the Crimean port 

of Sevastopol and Novorossiysk - large, warm-water seaports 
with extensive cargo transloading facilities for maritime trade to 
the rest of the world ads well as for naval power - so that it 

can maintain control of the sea in the south. The Black Sea is 
vital for Russia as it provides transit routes to the Sea of 
Marmara, the Mediterranean and the Atlantic Ocean. As 

the world’s largest exporter of grains, it is via the warm-water 
ports of the Black Sea basin which Russia is able to ship its cargo 
anywhere in the world all year round. In 2020, the Russia 
Federation’s container port throughput was 


approximately 4,871, 919 twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs). 
https://en.as.com/en/2022/02/25/latest_news/1645814627_130506.html 


war, Sanctions , middle east: nov29 Tehran 
claims 300 people have lost their lives during 
protests, The Islamic Republic announced on 28 
November 


war, middle east, erdogan: nov29 

The last Turkish military operation in October 2019, "Operation Peace 
Spring," displaced around 300,000 people and led to accusations by human 
rights monitors that Turkey had committed war crimes. 


Turkey views the SDF as the Syrian offshoot of the PKK and as a consistent 
security threat on its southern border. 


The SDF is backed by the US and was the ground force which routed the so- 
called Islamic State (IS) from Syria in 2019. It also presides over detention 
camps and prisons which hold tens of thousands of suspected IS fighters. 


newarab.com/news/one-million-displaced-if- 
turkey-invades-sdf-commander 


asia, China, war: nov29 Japan, Philippines Hold 
First Air Defense Training 


War, middle east, journal, readlater (cant find the source 
anymore; says page not found, august.12", 2023): Nov29 
turkey 


Over the past two weeks, Turkiye has been attacking the 
positions of Kurdish militias in northern Syria and Iraq, 
allegedly in pursuit of those responsible for a terror attack in 
Istanbul. 


The attacks have targeted the Kurdistan Workers’ 

Party (PKK) and the People Protection Units (YPG) - two 
militias that make up the bulk of the US-backed Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF). 


Al Akhbar’s sources allege that, in addition to preparing lists 
of fighters and doing an inventory of their weapons, the 
Turkish officials are pushing their hired militias to overcome 
any differences with the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) armed 
group - formerly known as the Al-Nusra Front - which is also 
expected to take part in the Turkish ground offensive. 


In an attempt to defuse the situation, Russia has been in 
talks with the SDF to convince the group to hand over 
control of the cities of Ain al-Arab, Manbij, and Tal Rifaat to 
Damascus. However, these talks have yet to bear fruit, as 
the Kurdish groups are reportedly divided between leaving 
with the least possible damage by opening up to Damascus, 
and trusting in the promises of the US government. 


While Washington has condemned the attacks on Kurdish 
targets, US officials have also expressed ‘understanding’ for 
Turkiye’s actions. 


Nonetheless, the SDF is seemingly convinced that Ankara’s 
escalation is made “just for show” months before 
presidential elections in the country and believes 
Washington will stop any ground offensive before it starts. 


Censorship, government, journal, archive: nov29 Former USIA 
Director of TV and Film Service Alvin Snyder recalled in his 1995 memoir that "the U.S. 
government ran a full-service public relations organization, the largest in the world 


Former USIA Director of TV and Film Service Alvin Snyder recalled in his 1995 memoir 
that "the U.S. government ran a full-service public relations organization, the largest in 
the world, about the size of the twenty biggest U.S. commercial PR firms combined. Its 
full-time professional staff of more than 10,000, spread out among some 150 countries, 
burnished America‘s image and trashed the Soviet Union 2,500 hours a week with a 
‘tower of babble’ comprised of more than 70 languages, to the tune of over $2 billion 
per year". "The biggest branch of this propaganda machine" was the USIA.“ 


Within the US, the USIA was intended to assure Americans that "[t]he United States was 
working for a better world". Abroad, the USIA tried to preserve a positive image of the 
U.S. regardless of negative depictions from communist propaganda. One notable 
example was Project Pedro. This secretly funded project created newsreels in Mexico 
during the 1950s that portrayed Communism unfavorably and the United States 
positively. Articles reflecting the views promoted by the USIA were frequently 
published under fictitious bylines, such as "Guy Sims Fitch".2224 


byline as "a printed line of text accompanying a news story, article, or the like, giving 
the author's name" 


USIA's broadcasting functions were moved to the newly created Broadcasting Board of 
Governors. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United States Information Agenc 


The Broadcasting Board of Governors is the largest public diplomacy 
program by the U.S. government, reaching an audience of 278 million by 
broadcasting in 100 countries and 61 languages. The agency was created in 
1942 during World War II to send pro-democracy news across Europe, as it 
aimed to counter Nazi and Japanese propaganda. The agency has since 


evolved into a more traditional news operation, while still pushing out the 
virtues of democracy worldwide. 

Because of the modification of the Smith-Mundt Act in 2013, the 
BBG can now broadcast in the U.S., too. But the influence on the 
domestic market could be even more subtle, the Republican official 
warned. 

“On Jan. 21, we’ll have a welcoming ceremony for our next CEO, who could 
be Steve Bannon, or Laura Ingraham or Ann Coulter,” said a senior Voice of 
America staffer. 


The covert mentality penetrated nearly every aspect of American 
life. The mandarins decided that American students should attend 
international conferences and youth festivals to counteract Soviet 
propaganda. So the CIA secretly began funding the National 
Student Association. Anti-communist intellectuals in Europe were 
deemed worthy of aid, so the CIA subsidized the Congress for 
Cultural Freedom and Encounter magazine. It was decided that we 
should help democratic parties in Europe resist communist 
pressure. The CIA did it covertly. 


When these covert activities surfaced (as they inevitably did), the 
fallout was devastating. The CIA connection, intended to protect 
people and organizations from public embarrassment, had precisely 
the opposite effect. 

"A lot of what we do today was done covertly 25 years ago by the 
CIA," agrees Weinstein. The biggest difference is that when such 
activities are done overtly, the flap potential is close to zero. 
Openness is its own protection. 

INNOCENCE ABROAD: THE NEW WORLD OF SPYLESS COUPS 
rest of article 
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By David Ignatius September 22, 1991 ð Follow @ignatiuspost 
NOBODY WAS rude enough to say so during last week's 
confirmation hearings for Robert M. Gates to head the CIA, but the 
old era of covert action is dead. The world doesn't run in secret 
anymore. We are now living in the Age of Overt Action. 

The great democratic revolution that has swept the globe over the 
past few years has been a triumph of overt action. The CIA old boys 
spent a generation fantasizing about this sort of global anti- 
communist putsch. But when it finally happened, it was in the open. 


There were no secret paramilitary armies, and there was almost no 
bloodshed. The key operatives in the conspiracy turned out to be 
telephones, televisions and fax machines. 

Working in broad daylight, the United States and its allies were 
able to do things that would have been unthinkably dangerous had 
they been done in the shadows. Consider: 

When Boris Yeltsin's aides were trying to rally support for their 
resistance in Moscow on Aug. 19, the first day of the coup, they 
needed to broadcast their defiant message to Russia and the world. 
One of them sent a fax to Allen Weinstein, a pro-democracy activist 
who heads a think tank in Washington. 

"Did Mr. Bush make any comments upon the situation in this 
country?" implored the handwritten fax message. "If he did, make it 
known by all means of communication to the people of this country. 
The Russian government has no NO ways to address the people. All 
radio stations are under control. The following is {Boris Yeltsin's} 
address to the Army. Submit it to USIA. Broadcast it over the 
country. Maybe 'Voice of America.' Do it! Urgent!" 

And it was done, in the open. 

Next, it was time for the leader of the free world to contact the 
Kremlin rebel who was seeking to dismantle the Soviet empire and 
destroy the Communist Party. And how was this contact, arguably 
the most sensitive and delicate in the history of the Cold War, 
handled? George Bush called Boris Yeltsin on the telephone. And 
then he went on television and described his conversation. 

We didn't need the CIA to support Yeltsin's countercoup. We just 
needed a telephone operator. 

Preparing the ground for last month's triumph of overt action was a 
network of overt operatives who during the last 10 years have 
quietly been changing the rules of international politics. They have 
been doing in public what the CIA used to do in private -- providing 
money and moral support for pro-democracy groups, training 
resistance fighters, working to subvert communist rule. And, in 
contrast to many of the CIA's superannuated Cold Warriors, who 
tended to get tangled in their webs of secrecy, these overt 
operatives have been immensely successful. 

There's an obvious lesson here for Gates, or whoever ends up 
heading the CIA. The old concept of covert action, which has gotten 
the agency into such trouble during the past 40 years, may be 
obsolete. Nowadays, sensible activities to support America's friends 
abroad (or undermine its enemies) are probably best done openly. 


That includes paramilitary operations such as supporting freedom 
fighters, which can be managed overtly by the Pentagon. And it 
includes political-support operations for pro-democracy activists, 
which may be best left to the new network of overt operators. 

Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.) thus has it half-right when 
he urges that the CIA be abolished. The main problem, contrary to 
what Moynihan says, is not with intelligence collection -- "spying," 
in its purest form. That part of the CIA needs to be strengthened, 
not cut. 

What may need abolishing is the covert-action role that was 
awkwardly grafted onto the CIA's basic spying mission when the 
agency was created in 1947. The covert-action boys were known 
back then as the Office of Policy Coordination. It may be time, at 
last, to bid them adieu. They're obsolete. They've been privatized. 
That's especially true in the realm of what used to be called 
"propaganda" and can now simply be called information. The CIA 
worked hard in the old days to draw foreign newspapers and 
magazines into its web, so as to counter Soviet disinformation. 
Frank Wisner, the head of CIA covert operations during the mid- 
1950s, once remarked that he could play his media assets like a 
"mighty Wurlitzer." 

Today the mighty Wurlitzer actually exists. It's called CNN. But it 
doesn't need playing by anybody but the independent journalists 
who work there. CNN's objective, omnipresent, real-time coverage 
of the news helps America's interests more than all the besotted 
Third World "media assets" of old could ever have imagined. And 
the bar bills are less. 

Allen Weinstein, the recipient of Yeltsin's faxes, is probably the 
dean of the new overt operatives. Like many of the people running 
the new nations of Eastern Europe, he's an ex-professor. He taught 
history at Smith College for 15 years and even worked for several 
months writing editorials for The Washington Post. 

Weinstein's career as an overt operator dates back to 1980, when 
he joined Soviet dissidents in organizing a citizens' committee to 
monitor the Helsinki Accords on Human Rights. He quickly became 
connected with the network of pro-democracy activists who were 
then beginning to challenge anti-democratic regimes around the 
world. Soon he was sponsoring conferences for dissidents, 
arranging visits for them to the United States and otherwise 
making trouble. 


"The networking phenomenon is one of the things we've specialized 
in," explains Weinstein. His visitors in those early days included 
some of the insurgents who were later to lead protest movements 
across Eastern Europe in 1989. 

“People wander through your office," he says. "They become 
family." 

Weinstein founded the Center for Democracy in 1984 as an 
umbrella for his global meddling. He dispatched election- 
monitoring teams to the Philippines, Panama and Nicaragua that 
are credited with having helped topple undemocratic regimes in 
those countries through the ballot box. By 1990, he was hosting 
meetings for newly elected Polish parliamentarians; for legislative 
clerks from Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland; and for 
constitution-drafters from those three countries. 

Trenchcoats and tradecraft were irrelevant to these gatherings. 
The key man in Weinstein's overt operation was the rapporteur. 
Boris Yeltsin and his aides were soon drawn into this transatlantic 
hospitality suite. They attended Weinstein's conferences, including 
one on environmental problems held in Moscow in early August, 
which was co-sponsored by Weinstein's center and the Russian 
republic. When the hard-liners launched their putsch a few days 
later, the Yeltsin aides naturally enough began sending faxes to 
their friend, Weinstein. The first one read simply: "It is military 
coup. Tanks are everywhere." 

Now, with the KGB in retreat from Prague to Vladivostok, 
Weinstein has scheduled a conference in Sofia, Bulgaria on the 
topic: "The Proper Role of Intelligence Agencies in a Democracy." 
That may be rubbing it in. 

Amazingly enough, these simple pro-democracy activities were 
once the exclusive province of the CIA. Back in the heyday of the 
Cold War, the wizards of Langley seemed to think it necessary to 
"recruit" the world's democrats and give them code names. 

The covert mentality penetrated nearly every aspect of American 
life. The mandarins decided that American students should attend 
international conferences and youth festivals to counteract Soviet 
propaganda. So the CIA secretly began funding the National 
Student Association. Anti-communist intellectuals in Europe were 
deemed worthy of aid, so the CIA subsidized the Congress for 
Cultural Freedom and Encounter magazine. It was decided that we 
should help democratic parties in Europe resist communist 
pressure. The CIA did it covertly. 


No activity was so innocent that the CIA didn't think it could be 
improved by secrecy. 

Even Gloria Steinem, now a feminist leader, was drawn into the CIA 
covert web. According to CIA historian John Ranelagh, she was 
involved in a CIA operation to send American students to World 
Youth festivals in Vienna in 1959 and Helsinki in 1962. 

When these covert activities surfaced (as they inevitably did), the 
fallout was devastating. The CIA connection, intended to protect 
people and organizations from public embarrassment, had precisely 
the opposite effect. 

"A lot of what we do today was done covertly 25 years ago by the 
CIA," agrees Weinstein. The biggest difference is that when such 
activities are done overtly, the flap potential is close to zero. 
Openness is its own protection. 

Allen Weinstein is just one of many overt operatives who helped 
prepare the way for the political miracles of the past two years by 
sponsoring exchanges and other contacts with liberal reformers 
from the East. It's worth naming a few more of them, to show the 
breadth of this movement for democracy: William Miller of the 
American Committee on U.S.-Soviet Relations; financier George 
Soros of the Soros Foundation; John Mroz of the Center for East- 
West Security Studies; John Baker of the Atlantic Council; and 
Harriett Crosby of the Institute for Soviet-American Relations. This 
has truly been a revolution by committee. 

The AFL-CIO also deserves a healthy pat on the back. Working 
mostly in the open, it helped keep the Polish trade union Solidarity 
alive in the dark days of martial law during the early 1980s. As the 
AFL-CIO's Adrian Karatnycky wrote in these pages two years ago, 
American trade unions and the U.S. Congress provided millions of 
dollars to the Solidarity underground. 

"The money underwrote shipments of scores of printing presses, 
dozens of computers, hundreds of mimeograph machines, 
thousands of gallons of printers' ink, hundreds of thousands of 
stencils, video cameras and radio broadcasting equipment," 
according to Karatnycky. 

The sugar daddy of overt operations has been the National 
Endowment for Democracy, a quasi-private group headed by Carl 
Gershman that is funded by the U.S. Congress. Through the late 
1980s, it did openly what had once been unspeakably covert -- 
dispensing money to anti-communist forces behind the Iron 
Curtain. 


To read through the NED's grant list (a public document) is to take 
a stroll down the democracy movement's memory lane: In 
Czechoslovakia, the endowment began aiding democratic forces in 
1984, including support for Civic Forum; in Hungary, the aid began 
in 1986 and included election help and funding for Hungary's first 
independent public-opinion survey; in Romania and Bulgaria, the 
endowment has supported new intellectual journals and other tools 
of democracy. Among its many activities in Poland, the endowment 
has backed the Gdansk Video Center, which helped produce and 
distribute pro-democracy videos throughout Eastern Europe during 
the 1980s. And through the Free Trade Union Institute and the 
Center for International Private Enterprise, the endowment helped 
support new unions and employers’ associations across Eastern 
Europe -- building the infrastructure of a free economy. 

The endowment has also been active inside the Soviet Union. It has 
given money to Soviet trade unions; to the liberal "Interregional 
Group" in the Congress of Peoples Deputies; to a foundation headed 
by Russian activist Ilya Zaslavsky; to an Oral History Project 
headed by Soviet historian Yuri Afanasyev; to the Ukrainian 
independence movement known as Rukh, and to many other 
projects. 

Covert funding for these groups would have been the kiss of death, 
if discovered. Overt funding, it would seem, has been a kiss of life. 
David Ignatius is foreign editor of The Washington Post and author 
of "Siro," a spy novel. 


Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) is a United States government funded 
organization that broadcasts and reports news, information, and analysis to countries 

in Eastern Europe, Central Asia, Caucasus, and the Middle East where it says that "the 
free flow of information is either banned by government authorities or not fully 
developed". RFE/RL is a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation supervised by 

the U.S. Agency for Global Media, an independent government agency overseeing all 
U.S. federal government international broadcasting services. Jeremy Bransten is acting 
editor-in-chief of RFE. 
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Journal: radio free Europe , a united states 
funded news organization with billions of 
listeners and decades of operations, is said to 
have been used by student protestors during the 
Hungarian Revolution of 1956 for the purpose of 
influencing opposition groups who were fighting 


against the soviets. 


https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-hccc-worldhistory2/chapter/the-hungarian- 
uprising/#: ~:text=The%20Hungarian%20Revolution%200f%201956%20o0r,and 


%*20violence%20erupted%20throughout%20the%20capital. 


The revolt spread quickly across Hungary and the government collapsed. Thousands 
organized into militias, battling the AVH and Soviet troops. Pro-Soviet communists and 
AVH members were often executed or imprisoned and former political prisoners were 
released and armed. Radical impromptu workers’ councils wrested municipal control 
from the ruling Hungarian Working People’s Party and demanded political changes. A 
new government formally disbanded the AVH, declared its intention to withdraw from 
the Warsaw Pact, and pledged to re-establish free elections. By the end of October, 
fighting had almost stopped and a sense of normality began to return. 


After announcing a willingness to negotiate a withdrawal of Soviet forces, the Politburo 
changed its mind and moved to crush the revolution. On November 4, a large Soviet 
force invaded Budapest and other regions of the country. The Hungarian resistance 
continued until November 10. More than 2,500 Hungarians and 700 Soviet troops were 


killed in the conflict, and 200,000 Hungarians fled as refugees. Mass arrests and 
denunciations continued for months thereafter. By January 1957, the new Soviet- 
installed government had suppressed all public opposition. These Soviet actions, while 
strengthening control over the Eastern Bloc, alienated many Western Marxists, leading 
to splits and/or considerable losses of membership for Communist Parties in the West. 


Public discussion about this revolution was suppressed in Hungary for more than 30 
years. Since the thaw of the 1980s, it has been a subject of intense study and debate. 
At the inauguration of the Third Hungarian Republic in 1989, October 23 was declared a 
national holiday. 


Hungarian Uprising: Flag of Hungary, with the communist coat of arms cut out. The flag with a 
hole became the symbol of the revolution. 


Background 


Hungary became a communist state under the severely authoritarian 
leadership of Mátyás Rákosi. Under Rakosi’s reign, the Security Police (ÁVH) 
began a series of purges, first within the Communist Party to end opposition 
to Rakosi’s reign. The victims were labeled as “Titoists,” “western agents,” or 
“Trotskyists” for as insignificant a crime as spending time in the West to 
participate in the Spanish Civil War. In total, about half of all the middle and 
lower level party officials—at least 7,000 people—were purged. 


From 1950 to 1952, the Security Police forcibly relocated thousands of 
people to obtain property and housing for the Working People’s Party 
members and to remove the threat of the intellectual and “bourgeois” class. 
Thousands were arrested, tortured, tried, and imprisoned in concentration 
camps, deported to the east, or executed, including ÁVH founder László Rajk. 
In a single year, more than 26,000 people were forcibly relocated from 
Budapest. As a consequence, jobs and housing were very difficult to obtain. 
The deportees generally experienced terrible living conditions and were 
interned as slave labor on collective farms. Many died as a result of poor 
living conditions and malnutrition. 


The Rakosi government thoroughly politicized Hungary’s educational system 
to supplant the educated classes with a “toiling intelligentsia.” Russian 
language study and Communist political instruction were made mandatory in 
schools and universities nationwide. Religious schools were nationalized and 
church leaders were replaced by those loyal to the government. In 1949 the 
leader of the Hungarian Catholic Church, Cardinal József Mindszenty, was 
arrested and sentenced to life imprisonment for treason. Under Rakosi, 
Hungary’s government was among the most repressive in Europe. 


Middle east, war: nov29 


‘Difficult and painful’: 
Morocco's former PM 


distances himself from 
normalisation deal 
with Israel 


The Moroccan state sealed the deal as a patriotic 
diplomatic' step that serves its interests in the Western 
Sahara conflict, as the US recognised Morocco's 
sovereignty over the disputed territory in exchange for 
normalisation with Israel. 


newarab.com/news/i-signed-normalisation-act-under- 
pressure-moroccos-ex-pm 


Russia, war, europe: nov29 Russia: missile strikes 
have been no closer than 35 km from the Polish 


border 

Nov 16 (Reuters) - Russia said an explosion in Poland on Tuesday had been caused by a 
Ukrainian air defence missile and that Russian strikes in Ukraine had been no closer 
than 35 km (22 miles) from the Polish border. 


https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-says-its-strikes-ukraine-were-no-closer- 


than-35km-polish-border-2022-11-16/ 


history, europe: Late antiquity, transition 
from classical antiquity to the Middle Ages, 
spanning the 4th-6th century in Europe 


Late antiquity is the time of transition from classical antiquity to the Middle Ages, 
generally spanning the 4th-6th century in Europe and adjacent areas bordering 

the Mediterranean Basin. The popularization of this periodization in English has 
generally been credited to historian Peter Brown, after the publication of his seminal 
work The World of Late Antiquity (1971). Precise boundaries for the period are a 
continuing matter of debate, but Brown proposes a period between the 3rd and 8th 
centuries AD. Generally, it can be thought of as from the end of the Roman 

Empire's Crisis of the Third Century (235-284) to the early Muslim conquests (622-750), 
or as roughly contemporary with the Sasanian Empire (224-651). In the West its end 
was earlier, with the start of the Early Middle Ages typically placed in the 6th century, or 
earlier on the edges of the Western Roman Empire. 


Late antiquity - Wikipedia 


Censorship, war, middle east, journal (massive pr nightmare from 2009): 


There were hellish scenes at the hospital in Kunduz, the 
provincial capital, about 15 miles north of the village. 
“Wounded people with extensive burns crowded a hospital in 
Kunduz,” the French news agency AFP reported. “An AFP 
reporter said around eight were in terrible condition— the 
skin burnt black and peeling off to expose raw red muscle. 
Others were silent in agony with incinerated clothes stuck to 
their flesh.” 


"Nobody was in one piece. Hands, legs, and body parts were scattered 
everywhere. Those who were away from the fuel tanker were badly burnt,’ said 
32-year-old Mohammad Daud, depicting a scene from hell. The burned-out 
shells of the tankers, still smoking in marooned wrecks on the riverbank, were 
surrounded by the charred-meat remains of villagers from Chahar Dara district 
in Kunduz province, near the Tajik border. Dr. Farid Rahid, a spokesperson in 
Kabul for the ministry of health, said up to 250 villagers had been near the 
tankers when the air strike was called in." 


https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-village-sb-idUSTRE58356F20090904 
https://original.antiwar.com/roberts/2009/09/06/us-hypocrisy-astonishes/ 


stats, war: THE 700 MILITARY BASES OF 


AFGHANISTAN nov29 
https://fpif.org/the 700 military bases of afghanistan/ 


stats, media, journal: current example shows the 
destruction of war 


“598,000 homes, 182 university facilities, and 1,679 mosques, in addition to 
379 tourist facilities, and 415 hospitals and health facilities have been 
destroyed by the Saudi-led forces” 


resstvdotir/Detail/2022/11/28/693526/Number-of-displaced-in-Yemen-exceeded-5- 
million-report- 


middle east, censorship, media, journal: nov29 gaddafi giving out 
viagra and condoms (fake story) 


783345/ 


censorship, war, middle east, journal: nov29 Iran 
accused of giving out condoms to criminals for 
the purpose of raping jailed activists 


Prison guards in Iran are giving condoms to criminals and encouraging 
them to systematically rape young opposition activists locked up with them, 
according to accounts from inside the country's jail system. 


The guardian also posted a similar story, this 
time about police using rape as an interrigation 
tactic, and for men as young as 18 years of age. 


https://www.theguardian.com/world/201 1/jun/24/jailed-iran-opposition- 
activists-rape 


"They gave us warm water to drink and one meal a day. Repeated smacking was a 
regular punishment. In interrogations, they kept on asking if | was instructed from 
abroad. | believed | was going to be sent from the detention centre to prison. But they 
sent me to where they called Roughnecks' Room. There were some other youths of my 
age in there. | asked a guard why | am not sent to prison and the reply was: 'You have 
to be our guest for a while.' 


"| refused to confess during interrogations. They said: 'Ask your friends what we'll do to 
you if you don't co-operate.’ Others in the room were also arrested on 15 June. | was 
tempted to confess at this point but | didn't. On the third and fourth day, they beat me 
up again. They insisted we were instructed from abroad. | kept on saying we were only 
protesting for our votes. 


"It was on Saturday or Sunday that they raped me for the first time. There were three or 
four huge guys we had not seen before. They came to me and tore my clothes. I tried to 
resist but two of them laid me on the floor and the third did it. It was done in front of 
four other detainees. 


"My cell mates, especially the older one, tried to console me. They said nobody loses his 
dignity through such an act. They did it to two other cell mates in the next days. Then it 
became a routine. We were so weak and beaten up that could not do anything. 


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/jul/01/iran-protest-arrests-afshin-friend 


iran, middle east, islam, journal: 
In 1988, a top iranian official is 
quoted saying that without their 
husbands permission, a woman 
cannot even go to a funeral! 
Thats how backward they were 
back then! A funeral! That would 
definitely get complicated 
sometimes.. 


IRAN AND THE 
SLAVERY OF WOMEN 


By JACK ANDERSON and 
DALE VAN ATTA 


December 21, 1988 


The brains of women are smaller than the brains of men and that's 
why men are the rulers and women are the housekeepers. It's true. 
Just ask Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, speaker of the Iranian 
parliament. He is the man the Reagan administration considers to 
be the moderate hope of a dissolute Iran. 


Rafsanjani opined on the shortcomings of the female in a prayer 
sermon: "A man's brain is larger. Women mature too fast. The 
breathing power of men's lungs is greater and women's heartbeats 


are faster .... Men heed reasoning and logic, whereas most 
women tend to be emotional... .. Courage and daring are stronger 
in men." 


When Rafsanjani speaks, others follow. Hadi Khameini, the brother 
of Iranian president Ali Khameini and a parliamentary deputy, likes 
the small-brain theory too. "The average size of a man's brain is 
larger than a woman's," he was quoted as saying in a Persian- 
language newspaper. "A man's nervous system is more resistant. 
He is less afraid and deals with danger more easily. A woman's 
feelings are less stable than a man's. A woman is more cautious, 
fearful, talkative and ceremonious than a man... . Women cannot 
compete with men in the rational sciences and problems of pure 
logic ....Abstaining from housework is dreadful torture for a 
woman." 


War, middle east, history: from 1980- 
88, more than one million people were killed 
during the ran: -Iraq war 


BE hussein- a -weapons/ 


Erdogan, stats, middle east, journal: nov28 
kurds, pkk, turkey oppressos them 


https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/conflict-between-turkey-and- 


armed-kurdish-groups 


middle east , energy, war: nov28 
Turkish involvement in the Syrian civil war 
lead deleted 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_against the Islamic State 


middle east, erdogan, war, history: 
nov28 important quote (find source later) 


Mottaki has on occasion accused the US and Israel of conspiring to form an 
independent Kurdistan, uniting around 25 to 30 million ethnic Kurds living in 
Iraq, Turkey, Iran and Syria. 


november 8th, 2007 


journal, war: crazy tensions, confirmed by the 
israeli military.... 
https://thecradle.co/Article/News/18918 


china, war, sanctions, journal: 


nov28 first time fcc has banned tele 


equipment exports to a specific country 

“Our unanimous decision represents the first time in the 
FCC’s history that we have voted to prohibit the 
authorization of communications and electronic equipment 
based on national security considerations,” FCC 
Commissioner Brendan Carr said in a statement on Friday. 


War, Africa, journal, history: nov28 The US 


military operation in Somalia, explained 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-military-operation-somalia-explained 


middle east, Erdogan, war, journal, archive: 
nov28 picture of syrian control zones from ft, 
readlater 


Syria: spheres of influence 
As of Dec 2021 
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It represents the largest Turkish footprint in an Arab state since the 
collapse of the Ottoman Empire in 1918 — and it could be about to 
get bigger as President Recep Tayyip Erdogan warns that he wants 
to extend Ankara’s control with a new offensive. If he follows 
through on his threats, it will heap more scrutiny on Turkey’s long- 
term strategy and the role of foreign actors in Syria, after more 
than a decade of conflict in the Arab nation. 


Backed by Russia, Iran and Iranian-aligned militias, Assad has 
regained control of much of the country but presides over a 
shattered nation. The remnants of the opposition have been driven 
to the north, where they rely on Turkey’s military muscle and 
financial aid. In the north-east, Kurdish-led militias control more 
than a fifth of the country, with US support and the effective 
protection of about 800 American troops. 


read rest here: 


A Kurdish homeland 


The YPG came to the fore as a fighting force during the battle of 
Kobani after Isis seized the predominantly Kurdish Syrian border 
town during the jihadis’ blitz across Irag and Syria in 2014. It 
became the US partner of choice to take the battle to Isis in 
northeastern Syria under the umbrella of the Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF), an alliance of fighters dominated by the Kurdish 
militants that has been armed and trained by Washington. 


In Ankara, Turkish officials watched with dismay as the Kurdish 
militias gained territory, weapons and international standing. 
Khalifa estimates that the SDF — which accuses Turkey of 
occupation — controls an army of 100,000 and runs a civil 
administration of a similar size. 


Erdogan first ordered troops across the border in 2016 in an 
offensive on the Syrian city of Jarablus, ostensibly to target Isis but 
also to pre-empt any advance by the Kurdish militants. That 
operation came weeks after Erdogan survived a coup attempt and 
marked the beginning of a more assertive, interventionist foreign 
policy. 


Ankara ordered similar offensives in 2018 and 2019, with Turkish 
forces fighting alongside their Syrian proxies. 


Turkey launched a fourth operation in 2020 to reverse gains made by Assad 
forces around Idlib in the north-west, another opposition enclave home to 
4mn people. Ankara has less control over Idlib, which is run by Hayat Tahrir 
al-Sham, an Islamist movement that is designated a terrorist organisation 


by Ankara and Washington. But Turkey is in effect the ultimate protector of 
the area. 


Those clashes ended with Turkey and Russia reaching a ceasefire 
agreement and the main front lines have been stagnant since, underscoring 
the foreign actors’ influence over the fate of millions of Syrians. 


Today, Ankara has varying degrees of responsibility for more than 9mn 
Syrians, including the refugees inside Turkey, just under half the Arab 
state’s prewar population. 


Murat Yesiltas, an analyst at Seta, a Turkish-think tank with close links to 
Erdogan and his government, estimates the Syria intervention is costing 
Ankara about $2bn annually. Turkey has 4,000 to 5,000 troops inside the 
areas it controls and some 8,000 soldiers around Idlib, he adds. 


He says Ankara is grappling with the contradiction between Turkey’s 
professed desire for a unified Syria — not least to prevent any form of 
Kurdish state — while at the same time realising that “Turkey is... 
ultimately undermining the potential territorial integrity of Syria.” 


The options, he says, are direct rule, which would give Turkey 
greater scope to resolve the economic and security problems on the 
ground but would in effect be annexation; governing “behind the 
line,” which would give Ankara influence without it being involved 
in any form of government; or exiting and putting its faith in a pro- 
Turkish local administration to maintain order. 


At the moment, Turkey is pursuing a mix of the first two, Yesiltas 
says, adding: “If you are asking me who is the boss, of course 
Turkey is the boss.” 


He says the “current map” does not allow for an exit strategy, while 
suggesting that taking the northern cities of Tal Rifaat and Manbij 
would bolster Ankara’s longer-term security and economic aims. 


Any new operation would be rife with risks. There are reports that 
Russian-backed Assad fighters and Iranian-aligned militias have 
been mobilising around Manbij and Tal Rifaat. The Kurdish- 
dominated SDF has warned it would co-ordinate with Damascus to 
counter any offensive. 


Despite its war in Ukraine, Turkish and western officials say there 
are few signs that Russia’s posture in Syria has altered. A western 
diplomat puts the number of Russian troops at between 2,000 and 
5,000, the key being air support to the Assad regime. 


“For Russia, this [Syria] is a major success...and I don’t think 
they’re going to risk it and pull out,” says James Jeffrey, a former 
US ambassador to Turkey and former Syria envoy. 


Russia’s intervention in Syria in 2015 not only tilted the war in 
Assad’s favour, it also bolstered Moscow’s influence in the Middle 
East and secured it naval and air bases in the Mediterranean. 


Jeffrey also sees little prospect of the US pulling out any time soon, 
particularly after the debacle of its withdrawal from Afghanistan. 
He believes the status quo suits all the external actors if it 
maintains a fragile stability with frozen front lines. “They would 
rather live with this messy military commitment that doesn’t 
achieve anything other than block the other side from winning and 
creating more dangerous security situations for them,” he says. 
“That’s the calculus.” 


One thing that could change the calculus in Ankara is if 

the opposition capitalises on Erdogan’s waning popularity to clinch 
victory in the upcoming elections. Most Turkish parties share the 
president’s concerns about Kurdish militias but criticise his 
decision to back the Syrian rebels. All the large parties have said 
that, if they win power, they would re-establish relations with 
Damascus, a move they say would be a prelude to sending Syrians 
home. 


But experts argue that few refugees would return to a broken 
nation ruled by the despotic regime they fled. They add that Assad 
would be likely to demand the withdrawal of Turkish troops, raising 
the risk that border regions could again become a haven for 
Kurdish militias. 


Fither way, many Syrians believe Turkey is in for the long haul as 
they see no endgame to their country’s crisis. 


“The situation will stay like this,” says Abdulghani Shobak, a Syrian 
opposition official. “The Syrians don’t have the decisions any more. 
The US has its say, and there is Russia, Iran and Turkey.” 


journal, censorship, media: When 
you search for the number 33 in 


the book “proofs of a conspiracy”, 
it shows that it is mentioned 13 
times. Strange.. 
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To roster sucn leveling wisnes; ana we cannot gouor our tmar grear noerties are taxen wiin mose suojects in tme Loages, 
especially in countries where the distinctions of rank and fortune are strongly expressed and noticed. 


But it is not a matter of mere probability that the Mason Lodges were the seminaries of these libertine instructions. We have 
distinct proof of it, even in some of the French degrees. In the degree called the Chevalier de Soleil, the whole instruction is 
aimed against the established religion of the kingdom. The professed object is the emancipation from error and the discovery of 
truth. The inscription in the east is Sagesse, that in the north is Liberté, that in the south is Fermeté, and in the west it is 
Caution; terms which are very significant. The Tres Venerable is Adam; the Senior Warden is Truth, and all the Brethren are 
Children of Truth. The process of reception is very well contrived: the whole ritual is decent and circumspect, and nothing 
occurs which can alarm the most timid. Brother Truth is asked, What is the hour? He informs Father Adam, that among men it 
is the hour of darkness, but that it is mid-day in the Lodge. The candidate is asked, Why he has knocked at the door, and what is 
become of his eight companions (he is one of the Elus)? He says, that the world is in darkness, and his companions and he have [32] 
lost each other; that Hesperus, the star of Europe, is obscured by clouds of incense, offered up by superstition to despots, who 
have made themselves gods, and have retired into the inmost recesses of their palaces, that they may not be recognised to be 
men, while their priests are deceiving the people, and causing them to worship these divinities. This and many similar 
sentiments are evident allusions to the pernicious doctrine of the book called Origine du Despotisme Oriental, where the 
religion of all countries is considered as a mere engine of state; where it is declared that reason is the only light which nature 
hhas given to man: that our anxiety about futurity has made us imagine endless torments in a future world; and that princes, 
taking advantage of our weakness, have taken the management of our hopes and fears, and directed them so as to suit their own 
purposes; and emancipation from the fear of death is declared to be the greatest of all deliverances. Questions are put to the 
candidate, tending to discover whether and how far he may be trusted, and what sacrifices he is willing to make in search after 
truth. 


This shape given to the plastic mysteries of Masonry was much relished, and in a very short time this new path was 
completely explored, and a new series of degrees was added to the list, viz. the Novice, and the Elû de la Verité, and the 
Sublime Philosophe. In the progress through these degrees, the Brethren must forget that they have formerly been Chevaliers de 
l'Orient, Chevaliers de l'Aigle, when the symbols were all explained as typical of the life and immortality brought to light by 
the gospel. Indeed they are taught to class this among the other clouds which have been dispelled by the sun of reason. Even in 
the Chevalerie de l'Aigle there is a twofold explanation given of the symbols, by which a lively imagination may conceive the 
whole history and peculiar doctrines of the New Testament, as being typical of the final triumph of reason and philosophy over 
error. And perhaps this degree is the very first step in the plan of ILLUMINATION. 


We are not to suppose that this was carried to extremity at once. But it is certain, that before 1743, it had become universal, 
and that the Lodges of Free Masons had become the places for making proselytes to every strange and obnoxious doctrine 
heurgy. Cosmogony, Cabala, and many whimsical and mystical doctrines which have been grafted on the distinguishing 
tenets and the pure morality of the Jews and Christians, were subjects of frequent discussion in the Lodges. The celebrated 
Chevalier Ramsay had a great share in all this business. Affectionately attached to the family of Stuart, and to his native 
country, he had co-operated heartily with those who endeavoured to employ Masonry in the service of the Pretender, and, 
availing himself of the pre-eminence given (at first pethaps as a courtly compliment) to Scotch Masonry, he laboured to shew 
that it existed, and indeed arose, during the Crusades, and that there really was either an order of chivalry whose business it was 
to rebuild the Christian churches destroyed by the Saracens, or that a fraternity of Scotch Masons were thus employed in the 
east, under the protection of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. He found some facts which were thought sufficient grounds 
for such an opinion, such as the building of the college of these Knights in London, called the Temple, which was actually done 
by the public Fraternity of Masons who had been in the holy wars. It is chiefly to him that we are indebted for that rage of 
Masonic chivalry which distinguishes the French Free Masonry. Ramsay was as eminent for his piety as he was for his 
enthusiasm, but his opinions were singular. His eminent learning, his elegant talents, his amiable character, and particularly his [34] 
estimation at court, gave great influence to every thing he said on a subject which was merely a matter of fashion and 
amusement. Whoever has attended much to human affairs, knows the eagerness with which men propagate all singular 
opinions, and the delight which attends their favourable reception. None are more zealous than the apostles of infidelity and 
atheism. It is in human nature to catch with greediness any opportunity of doing what lies under general restraint. And if our 
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Erdogan, war, middle east: nov27 
readlater 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019 Turkish offensive into north-eastern Syria 


energy, Stats, planet, journal (large 


charging stations to require as much electricity 
as a small town by 2035, according to new 


report from National grid): nov27 


EV Charging Stations By 2035 Will 
Need More Power Than A Small 
Town 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, NOV 27, 2022 - 12:00 AM 


A new report from the electricity and gas utility National Grid (which serves 
parts of New York and Massachusetts) found a rapid increase in electric vehicles 
on the city streets and highways will require upgraded power grids to handle all 
the new demand. By 2035, a charging station could demand as much power as 
a sports arena or small town. 


National Grid expects by 2035, large charging stations serving EVs, from SUVs 
and pickup trucks to delivery vans and semi-trucks, would require 19 megawatts 
of peak power -- that's approximately what a small town uses. In 2045, those 
large charging stations could demand upwards of 30 megawatts of capacity, 
with peak usage of a large manufacturing plant. 
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National Grid said current charging stations couldn't serve the EV demand of the 
future, indicating significant power-grid improvements would be needed. It said 
expanding the charging infrastructure would take time: 


“Building these high-voltage interconnections and upgrades can take years, 
which is why it's important to take action right now. 


“By making 'no-regrets' upgrades at 'no-regrets' sites, we can make sure fast- 
charging is there when drivers need it—and not a moment too late," the report 
said. 


Today, the impact of EV charging on the grid is small, and there is enough 
excess Capacity to handle the current fleet of cars, SUVs, vans, and pickup 
trucks. 


As EV adoption expands, so will the electricity demand, and as we've 

noted, nuclear power generation will be the best form of on-demand clean 
energy. The White House understands nuclear is the future for a sustainable 
clean grid, as they rush to secure a "large amount" of funding for a domestic 
uranium strategy. 


Unreliable solar and wind won't be enough to power the Biden administration's 
ambitious plan for half of all new vehicles sold in 2030 to be electric. Meanwhile, 
California set a target of 2035 to phase out the sale of new gasoline-powered 
light-duty vehicles. 


Momentum is certainly building to electrifying vehicle fleets. In doing so, 
increasing investments in zero-emission nuclear power production and sourcing 
uranium domestically will be the key to sustainably powering future EV 
demand. 


Africa, history, journal, readlater: nov27 interesting 


comment from zh article 

Mali is no more a real country than Libya ever was - both are creations of 
European imperialism, which drew arbirary borders in the Great Scramble 
and then left, leaving local tribes and clans to fight it out among themselves 


Stats, media, history, sanctions, censorship: "Gentlemen, | must speak from a 
higher and more truthful plane. It must be stated openly that, in effect, superior 
races have rights over inferior races." 


Jules Ferry, twice prime minister of France, from [1880-1881, 
1883-1885]. 


stats, energy, europe, journal, sanctions: nov27, Sonatrach, an 
Algerian oil company, is the largest company in Africa; 
most of algerian oil (2/3rds) is unexplored 

from 1882 to 1956, the british controlled the suez canal 


Israel's victory in the Six-Day War left the entirety of the Egyptian Sinai Peninsula up to 
the eastern bank of the Suez Canal under Israeli control. 


War of Attrition - Wikipedia 


https://www.forbesmiddleeast.com/lists/top-100-ceos-in-the-middle-east-2022/osama- 


rabie/ 


The Suez Crisis, or the Second Arab-Israeli war,“=*"4 also called the Tripartite 
Aggression (Arabic: JWI ylgrsdl, romanized: A/-‘Udwan at-Tulatiyy) in the Arab 

world! and the Sinai War in Israel,“2 was an invasion of Egypt in late 1956 by Israel, 
followed by the United Kingdom and France. The aims were to regain control of the Suez 
Canal for the Western powers and to remove Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser, 
who had just swiftly22 nationalised the foreign-owned Suez Canal Company, which 
administered the canal. Israel's primary objective was to re-open the blocked Straits of 
Tiran.24 After the fighting had started, political pressure from the United States, 

the Soviet Union and the United Nations led to a withdrawal by the three invaders. The 
episode humiliated the United Kingdom and France and strengthened Nasser. 221221241 


On 26 July 1956, Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal Company, which prior to that was 
owned primarily by British and French shareholders. On 29 October, Israel invaded the 
Egyptian Sinai. Britain and France issued a joint ultimatum to cease fire, which was 
ignored. On 5 November, Britain and France landed paratroopers along the Suez Canal. 
Before the Egyptian forces were defeated, they had blocked the canal to all shipping by 
sinking 40 ships in the canal. It later became clear that Israel, France and Britain had 
conspired to plan the invasion. The three allies had attained a number of their military 
objectives, but the canal was useless. Heavy political pressure from the United States 
and the USSR led to a withdrawal. U.S. president Dwight D. Eisenhower had strongly 
warned Britain not to invade; he threatened serious damage to the British financial 
system by selling the U.S. government's pound sterling bonds. Historians conclude the 
crisis "signified the end of Great Britain's role as one of the world's major powers", 2221271 


[page needea] 


Suez Crisis - Wikipedia 


In 1978, Sadat and Menachem Begin, Prime Minister of Israel, signed a peace treaty in 
cooperation with United States President Jimmy Carter, for which they were recognized 
with the Nobel Peace Prize. 


As President, he led Egypt in the Yom Kippur War of 1973 to regain Egypt's Sinai 
Peninsula, which Israel had occupied since the Six-Day War of 1967, making him a hero 
in Egypt and, for a time, the wider Arab World. first Muslim Nobel laureate at the time. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anwar_ Sadat 


The Convention of Constantinople=™ is a treaty concerning the use of the Suez 
Canal in Egypt. It was signed on 29 October 1888 by the United 

Kingdom, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Spain, France, Italy, the Netherlands, the Russian 
Empire, and the Ottoman Empire. The Khedivate of Egypt, through whose territory the 
Canal ran, and to whom all shares in the Suez Canal Company were due to revert when 
the company's 99-year lease to manage the Canal expired, was not invited to 
participate in the negotiations, and did not sign the treaty. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convention_of Constantinople 


middle east, stats, history, Erdogan: eye opening 


John Pilger summed up the past 8 years of Obama by writing, “according to 
a Council on Foreign Relations survey, in 2016 alone Obama dropped 
26,171 bombs. That is 72 bombs every day. He bombed the poorest people 
on earth, in Afghanistan, Libya, Yemen, Somalia, Syria, Iraq, Pakistan. 


“Every Tuesday - reported The New York Times - he personally selected 
those who would be murdered by mostly hellfire missiles fired from drones. 
Weddings, funerals, shepherds were attacked, along with those attempting 
to collect the body parts festooning the “terrorist target.” 

Peace Out, Obama - Antiwar.com Blog 


Crypto, sanctions, stats, readlater, journal: blockchain 
increases trust in logistics (pay first, free on 


board, etc.) 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/10/this-is-what-the-future-of-logistics-looks-like/ 


https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/ 
fob.asp 


“The tiny, little known stock first caught Wall Street’s attention in 
mid-December. Shares soared well over 1,000 percent in two days 
after Longfin announced it was buying Ziddu. A filing showed the 
microlending company was purchased from a private Singapore firm 
called Meridian Enterprises that is 95 percent owned by Longfin CEO 
Meenavalli.” 


In the U.S., forfaiting is mainly used by established large and 
medium-sized corporations that export capital goods and 
commodities on transactions exceeding $100,000. Forfaiting can 
also offer opportunities in markets considered high-risk. 


Most forfaiting transactions will have a maturity ranging 

between 180 days and seven years, the payment period for foreign 
buyers of U.S. exports. Forfaiters, not U.S. exporters, are responsible 
for collecting payments from foreign buyers. 


tradedotgov/forfaiting 


From Investopedia 
KEY TAKEAWAYS 


e Forfaiting is a type of financing that helps exporters receive 
immediate cash by selling their receivables at a discount 
through a third party. 

« The payment amount is typically guaranteed by an 
intermediary such as a bank, which is the forfaiter. 

e Forfaiting also protects against credit risk, transfer 
risk, and the risks posed by foreign exchange rate or 
interest rate changes. 

e The receivables convert into a debt instrument—such as an 
unconditional bill of exchange or a promissory note—which 
can then be traded on a secondary market. 

« While these debt instruments can have a range of maturities, 
most maturity dates are between one and three years from 
the time of sale. 


investopediadotcom/terms/f/forfaiting.asp 
history, Russia: Circassian genocide 


The Circassian genocide,2!51 or Tsitsekun,@" was the Russian Empire's 
systematic mass murder, ethnic cleansing, and expulsion of 80-97%24 of 

the Circassian population, around 800,000-1,500,000 people,@ during and after 

the Russo-Circassian War (1763-1864).“22" The peoples planned for removal were 
mainly the Circassians, but other Muslim peoples of the Caucasus were also affected. 

1 Several methods used by Russian forces such as impaling and tearing the bellies of 
pregnant women were reported.“ Russian generals such as Grigory Zass described 
the Circassians as "Subhuman filth", and glorified the mass murder of Circassian 
civilians, u3 justified their use in scientific experiments,“ and allowed their soldiers to 
rape women. 


During the Russo-Circassian War, the Russian Empire employed a genocidal strategy of 
massacring Circassian civilians. Only a small percentage who 

accepted Russification and resettlement within the Russian Empire were completely 
spared. The remaining Circassian population who refused were variously dispersed or 
killed en masse.” Circassian villages would be located and burnt, systematically 
starved, or their entire population massacred.“ Leo Tolstoy reported that Russian 
soldiers would attack village houses at night.2# William Palgrave, a British diplomat who 
witnessed the events, adds that "their only crime was not being Russian".“4 In 1864, "A_ 
Petition from Circassian leaders to Her Majesty Queen Victoria" was signed by the 
Circassians requesting humanitarian aid from the British Empire.2#22120 |In the same year, 
mass deportation was launched against the surviving population before the end of the 
war in 1864 and it was mostly completed by 1867.22 Some died from epidemics or 
starvation among the crowds of deportees and were reportedly eaten by dogs after 
their death.24 Others died when the ships underway sank during storms.22 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circassian_genocide 


government, censorship, journal: nov25 stanford professor of 
medicine says academic freedom is dead 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/jay_ Bhattacharya 


“If Stanford really truly were committed to academic freedom, they 
would have... worked to make sure that there were debates and 
discussions, seminars, where these ideas were discussed among 
faculty,” he urged, adding that “power replaced the idea of truth as the 
guiding light.” 


Anti-Lockdown Stanford Professor: 
"Academic Freedom Is Dead" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, NOV 25, 2022 - 03:15 PM 


Authored by Steve Watson via Summit News, 


A Stanford Professor who challenged the orthodoxy of lockdowns has 
warned that “academic freedom is dead,” and that all those who have 
stood up to the regime narrative now face “a deeply hostile work 
environment.” 


Dr. Jay Bhattacharya, an author of the Great Barrington Declaration in which 
thousands of scientists called for a policy of herd immunity over lockdowns, 
warned that “When you take a position that is at odds with the scientific clerisy, 
your life becomes a living hell.” 


Speaking at the Academic Freedom Conference at Stanford’s Graduate School of 
Business recently, Bhattacharya, who previously described lockdowns as 


the most catastrophically harmful policy in “all of history,” and “the single worst 


public health mistake in the last 100 years,” noted “we have a high clerisy that 
declares from on high what is true and what is not true.” 


Watch: 


In a further interview with Fox News, Bhattacharya noted “The basic premise is 
that if you don’t have protection and academic freedom in the hard cases, when 
a faculty member has an idea that’s unpopular among some of the other faculty 
- powerful faculty, or even the administration ... If they don’t protect it in that 
case, then you don’t have academic freedom at all.” 


Bhattacharya and thousands of other academics and scientists were initially 
vilified for damning lockdowns, but have since been vindicated as 
the societal and medical toll of the shutdowns has been revealed. 


Bhattacharya said of the declaration, “The purpose of the one-page 
document was aimed at telling the public that there was not a 
scientific consensus in favor of lockdown, that in fact many 
epidemiologists, many doctors, many other people - prominent people 
- disagreed with the consensus.” 


The professor then described how proponents of the declaration were 
systematically frozen out of discussions and debates. 


“If Stanford really truly were committed to academic freedom, they 
would have... worked to make sure that there were debates and 
discussions, seminars, where these ideas were discussed among 
faculty,” he urged, adding that “power replaced the idea of truth as the 
guiding light.” 


“So you have somebody like Tony Fauci who says unironically, that if you 
question me, you’re not simply questioning a man, you're questioning science 


itself,” Bhattacharya further noted, adding “That is an exercise of raw power, 
where he places himself effectively as the pope of science rather than a genuine 
desire to learn the truth.” 


“They systematically tried to make it seem like everyone agreed with 
their ideas about COVID policy, when in fact there was deep 
disagreement among scientists and epidemiologists about the right 
strategy,” the professor asserted. 


Bhattacharya has also called on new Twitter owner Elon Musk to “expose the 
government censorship regime,”: 


Bhattacharya’s comments come as a new analysis of federal and state data 
revealed that for the first time a majority of Americans dying from COVID were 
at least partially vaccinated. 


“Fifty-eight percent of coronavirus deaths in August were people who were 
vaccinated or boosted,” the Washington Post reports in a piece headlined ‘Covid 
is no longer mainly a pandemic of the unvaccinated’. 


History, stats, Europe, journal, Germany, war: leon hess was 
jewish lithuanian, part of the eastern jewish 


diaspora.. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leon Hess 


nazi germany at its height composed almost all 
of europe 


https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/jewish-population-of-europe-in-1933- 
population-data-by-country 


https://www.reddit.com/r/MapPorn/comments/23xw7j/ 
map_of europe _at_the_height_of_nazi_german/ 
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m 


Europe at the height of Nazi 
German domination, 1941-1942 


E Retaken during Soviet 1941 
winter-offensive 
D Alfied-held areas 


[O] Neutral countries 


~ Including de facto annexed! 
incorporated teriitories 


History, holy roman, empire, 
Germany, church: pope, germans: 


readlater 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_and_state_in medieval Europe 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Investiture Controversy 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_of the Romans 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House of Habsburg 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria-Hungary 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lands of the Bohemian Crown 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudeten_Germans 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudetenland 


history, holy roman empire, church: Munich 
Betrayal 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munich Agreement 


The Holy Roman Empire” since 1512 also the Holy Roman Empire of the German 
Nation, was a political entity® in Western, Central and Southern Europe that developed 
during the Early Middle Ages and continued until its dissolution in 1806 during 

the Napoleonic Wars.22! 


On 25 December 800, Pope Leo III crowned the Frankish king Charlemagne as emperor, 
reviving the title in Western Europe, more than three centuries after the fall of the 
earlier ancient Western Roman Empire in 476 


The title was revived again in 962 when Otto I, King of Germany, was crowned emperor 
by Pope John XII, fashioning himself as the successor of Charlemagne! and beginning a 
continuous existence of the empire for over eight centuries. 221 Some historians refer 
to the coronation of Charlemagne as the origin of the empire,“2422! while others prefer 
the coronation of Otto | as its beginning.“25! Henry the Fowler, the founder of 

the medieval German state (ruled 919-936), has sometimes been considered the 
founder of the Empire as well.24 The modern view favours Otto as the true founder. 

881 Scholars generally concur in relating an evolution of the institutions and principles 
constituting the empire, describing a gradual assumption of the imperial title and role. 2% 
1321 


The exact term "Holy Roman Empire" was not used until the 13th century,“ but the 
Emperor's legitimacy always rested on the concept of translatio imperii, that he held 
supreme power inherited from the ancient emperors of Rome.22 The imperial office was 
traditionally elective through the mostly German prince-electors. 


government, stats: commonwealth info 


Under the Balfour Declaration of 1926, dominions were proclaimed as considered "equal 
in status, in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of their domestic or 
external affairs, though united by a common allegiance to the Crown" 2lsizsizai2si261 and 
the monarch is "equally, officially, and explicitly [monarch] of separate, autonomous 
realms" 123112711251 Andrew Michie wrote in 1952 that "Elizabeth II embodies in her own 
person many monarchies: she is Queen of Great Britain, but she is equally Queen of 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan, South Africa, and Ceylon... it is now possible 
for Elizabeth II to be, in practice as well as theory, equally Queen in all her 

realms."2®! Still, Boyce holds the contrary opinion that the crowns of all the non-British 
realms are "derivative, if not subordinate" to the crown of the United Kingdom. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_realm 


war, middle east, energy, journal: important 
links, readlater 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IranY%E2%80%93lsrael_proxy_conflict 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_ Lebanon conflict _(1985%E2%80%932000 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_ September 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hashemites 


middle east, war, Stats: kurdistan 
region only recognized after saddam was killed. 


The Iraqi High Tribunal sentenced Saddam Hussein and two others to death in 
November for the killing of 148 men and boys from the town of Dujail in 1982. The 
tribunal’s statute prohibits, contrary to international law, the possibility of commuting 
a death sentence. It also requires that the execution take place within 30 days of the 
final appeal. 


https://web.archive.org/web/20070104080629/http://hrw.org/english/docs/2006/12/30/ 
iraql14950.htm 


war, middle east, journal (tie into 


repo market madness): houthis took 
credit for the missile strike on saudi arabia in 
sept 2019 


The Houthis took credit for the September 14* drone attack on Saudi oil facilities that 
crippled the kingdom's oil output. Both the U.S. and Saudis blamed Iran for the attack, 
and the U.S. responded by sending a few hundred troops and some military equipment 
to Saudi Arabia. 


newsdotantiwardotcom/2019/09/28/yemens-houthis-claim-an-assault-on-southern- 
saudi-arabia/ 


stats, tech, censorship, journal: nov24 


China unviels super camera that can pin point a 
face out of 10 000 people. 


The massive videos and images captured by the camera can also be 
uploaded to a cloud data center. 


Due to the "ultra-long distance" and "high-definition imaging" characteristics, 
the camera aroused personal privacy concerns, Zeng said. 


Zeng called for laws and regulations to standardize the application of the 
camera. 


http://www.ecns.cn/news/sci-tech/2019-09-23/detail-ifzpefys6628597.shtml 


iran, sanctions , war, journal: maximum 
pressure 

Recent date from the IMF shows why this theory was 
persuasive. The IMF’s most recent “Regional Economic 
Outlook: Middle East and Central Asia,” reports that Iran’s 


“Gross Official Reserves” fell from an average of $70 
billion in 2000-2017, and $122.5 billion in 2018, to $12.4 
billion in 2019 and an amazing $4 billion in 2020. At that 
level Iran was on a rough par with countries such as 
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Armenia, and Georgia. By contrast, in 
2020 Algeria had $46.7 billion in reserves, Iraq had $54.1 
billion, Libya $51 billion--and Afghanistan $8.6 billion, 
twice as much as Iran. 


cfrdotorg/blog/did-maximum-pressure-campaign-against-iran-fail 


nov24 turkey usually supports syrian army 
against rebels 


Turkey’s rebels aren’t directly aligned with al-Qaeda, but they also aren’t fighting, and 
during times of Syrian offensives, Turkey tends to support whoever Syria is fighting. 


newsdotantiwardotcom/2019/09/26/military-buildup-in-northern-syria-reinforcements- 
head-to-front-line 


media, stats, journal: marital rape has 
been considered legal in the Commonwealth up 
until the 1990s 


"The husband cannot be guilty of a rape committed by himself upon his lawful wife, for 
by their mutual consent and contract the wife hath given up herself in this kind unto her 
husband, which she cannot retract." 

Marital rape - Wikipedia 

https://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/5639/ 


age of consent for canada was raised from 14 tO 16..........ccccecceccecceeaeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeaaes but 
only in 2008.... 


wtf.. 


The last time the law was changed was in the year 1890, when it was raised from 12 to 
14... 
https://web.archive.org/web/20110505222100/http://www.parl.gc.ca/Content/LOP/ 


researchpublications/prb993-e.htm 


The man who codified the law that allowed men to legally rape their wives also 
attempted to change the mimimum age for which a person could be executed to 14. 


“Modern scholars also offer criticism of Hale for his execution of at least two 
women for witchcraft in the Bury St Edmunds witch trials and his belief 
that capital punishment should extend to those as young as fourteen." 


Stats, war, sanctions, journal: nice 


wikipedia for the term client state 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Client_state 


media, war, journal: nov24 top french editorial 
says ukraine is a worse crisis than Ethiopia or 
even haiti 


Vous pouvez partager un article en cliquant sur les icônes de partage en 
haut a droite de celui-ci. 

La reproduction totale ou partielle d’un article, sans l'autorisation écrite et 
préalable du Monde, est strictement interdite. 

Pour plus d’informations, consultez nos conditions générales de vente. 
Pour toute demande d’autorisation, contactez droitsdauteur@lemonde.fr. 
En tant gqu’abonné, vous pouvez offrir jusqu’à cing articles par mois a l’un 
de vos proches grace a la fonctionnalité « Offrir un article ». 


https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2022/11/24/la-guerre-en- 
ukraine-est-un-rouleau-compresseur-qui-ecrase-d-autres-situations-de-crise- 
comme-celles-en-ethiopie-ou-en-haiti_ 6151423 3210.html 
https://www.lemonde. fr/international/article/2022/1 1/24/la-guerre-en- 


ukraine-est-un-rouleau-compresseur-qui-ecrase-d-autres-situations-de-crise- 
comme-celles-en-ethiopie-ou-en-haiti_6151423 3210.html 
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“The war in Ukraine is a 
steamroller that crushes other 
crisis situations like those in 
Ethiopia or Haiti” 


Chronic 


Jean-Philippe Remy 


The Ethiopian conflict and the Haitian crisis are relegated to limited 
visibility, notes, in his column, Jean-Philippe Rémy, head of the International 
Service of the "World". 
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Article reserved for subscribers 


Ihere are so many ways to tell about the war, its bravery, its horrors. The 
one raging in Ukraine is no exception: a large disparate narrative is 
bubbling there, against a backdrop of geopolitical changes and global 
concerns. This war is also, like any major crisis, a steamroller crushing any 
form of alternative attention. 


Read also: Article reserved for our subscribers Ethiopia: in Lalibela, life to 
the rhythm of the civil war 


Elsewhere in the world, other crisis situations are relegated to limited 
visibility by this high-stakes, high-spectacle machine. A civil war in northern 
Ethiopia has been going on behind closed doors for two years. Is it 

over? Hardly anyone outside the region bothered to make sure. The fate of a 
nation of over 100 million people depends on it. The conflict that tears it 
apart may have resulted in the deaths of 100,000 people. Or even 

double. Figures of an order of magnitude comparable to that of the 
estimates of military losses on both sides in Ukraine. 


In a different genre, a country collapses on itself in a slow motion to which 
no one seems to pay the attention it deserves. This country is Haiti. Tiny 
progress has been made there recently, which speaks to the ordeal the 
Caribbean nation is going through. In early November, a series of police 
operations, equipped with new armor, drove the coalition of G9 gangs - 
whose figurehead is the former police officer Jimmy Chérizier, known as 
“Barbecue” - from the entrance to the terminal. oil tanker in Varreux, 
Haiti's main access point for fuel. Tanker trucks under strong escort began 
to supply gradually Port-au-Prince, the capital, then the rest of the regions, 
after two months of shortage. 


“Our country is on the verge of collapse” 


Unblocking the terminal will not solve all the ills from which the country 
suffers, where more than a hundred gangs are now active. A new cholera 
epidemic is gaining momentum. The armed gangs, partly responsible for 
this situation, are indifferent to it. However, these gangs are not 
neighborhood banditry, even aggravated. For a long time, hoodlums have 
served Haitian political leaders, from the “tontons macoutes” of President 
Duvalier, to the “chimeras” of Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 


“During the last three decades, some politicians have dealt with gangs and 
armed groups in the context of political mobilizations, campaigns and 
electoral operations, repression of protest movements", summarizes the 
professor at the University of State of Haiti Jhon Picard Byron in a column 
published by AlterPresse , August 27. On election days, thugs are used to 
direct the voting of entire neighborhoods. But, for ten years and the coming 


to power of Michel Martelly (2011-2016) , everything has exploded: the 
power of these gangs, corruption, attacks against institutions. 


You have 50.85% of this article left to read. The following is for 
subscribers only. 


History, stats nov24 Couscous 


connection 
brother of tunisian dictator with no political opposition carged in absentia for being part 
of an international drug traifficking ring involved in money laundering... 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Couscous connection 


middle east, war, history, journal: 


arab spring, yemen, sept 18th, 2019 front page 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yemeni_Revolution 


antiwardotcom/past/20190919.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houthi_movement 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abgaig%E2%80%93Khurais_ attack 


energy, China, stats, pipeline: 
turkmenistan is chinese natgas 


In December 2009 the first line, Line A, of the Trans-Asia pipeline to China opened, 
creating a second major market for Turkmen natural gas. By 2015 Turkmenistan was 
delivering up to 35 billion cubic meters per annum (bcma) to China. China is the 
largest buyer of gas from Turkmenistan, via three pipelines linking the two countries 
through Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. In 2019, China bought over 30bcm of gas from 
Turkmenistan, =% making China Turkmenistan's main external source of revenue. 3 


markets, government, journal: 
nov23 


In April, Mr. Chopra said he would tap what he called the consumer 
bureau’s “dormant authority” to conduct supervisory audits of nonbank 


financial-technology firms whose activities the agency has “reasonable 
cause to determine pose risks to consumers.” Conservative critics say 
this novel exercise of the bureau’s powers risks strangling a nascent 
fintech industry. 


wsjdotcom/articles/rohit-chopra-biden-regulation-cfpb-fdic-ftc-11654713281 


journal: lists nationality: American 


> Œ â google.com/search?q=Rohit+ Chopratirlz=1C1CHFX_enCA758CA7S88sou ee o@: 


Google Rohit Chopra FA 


QAI @News Œ images Œ Videos (Œ Books : More 


About 8,950,000 result 


Wikipedia 
https-//en.wikipedia.org > wiki» Rohit_Chopra i 
Rohit Chopra 
Rohit Chopra (bor January 30, 1982) is an American consumer advocate who is the 
3rd director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and previous 
Education: Harvard University (BA); Univ. Pe party’ Democratic 
Bom: January 30, 1982 (age 40); Plainfiel... President: Joe Biden 
Education and early career - Government career - Federal Trade Commission. 
Rohit Chopra is an American consumer advocate who 
People also search for 
PI is the 3rd director of the Consumer Financial 
rohit chopra wife rohit chopra family Protection Bureau and previous member of the 
rohit chopra salary rohit chopra linkedin Federal Trade Commission. Wikipedia 
rohit chopra net worth rohit chopra married 
Born: January 30, 1982 (age 40 years), Plainfield, 
New Jersey, United States 
Consumer Financial Protectio. Nationality: American 
https:/Avww.consumerfinance.gov » about-director 


c 
Party: Democratic Party 


The Director | Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
Rohit Chopra is Director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. The CFPB is a unit of Bureau of the United States since 2021 
the Federal Reserve System charged with protecting families and 


Office: Director of the Consumer Financial Protection 


Previous office: Commissioner of Federal Trade 
Commission (2018-2021) 


httpsi/twittercom/chopractpb President: Joe Biden 


Rohit Chopra (@chopracfpb) - Twitter Education: Harvard University, University of 
Pennsylvania 


Profiles 


Æ Type here to search 


War, russia: Rather, the experienced Russian Foreign Minister was received at 
the Indonesian holiday island with red carpets and an Honour Guard on the 
runway. Even a traditional dance was performed for him. In this way, even 
Lavrov’s reception made it clear that the Russian delegation was a welcomed 
party to the G20. It is noted that not even US President Joe Biden was welcomed 
in the same way as Lavrov. 


originaldotantiwardotcom/ahmed-adel/2022/11/22/western-attempts-to-isolate-russia- 
at-g20-summit-failed/ 


markets, journal, inflation, archive: credit suisse was at the 
forfront of the 3x leveraged volatility and 
comodities ETF's 


https://www.cnbc.com/2022/11/15/credit-suisse-to-sell-securitized-products-business-to- 
apollo-as-it-accelerates-restructure.html 


Credit Suisse Craters To Record 
Low After Revealing Staggering 
$88 Billion Bank Run 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, NOV 23, 2022 - 11:29 AM 


One month ago, weeks before the crypto sector was shaken by the crushing FTX 
bankrun which led to a quick and painful bankruptcy, and revealed that one of 
the world's biggest crypto exchanges and its "JPMorgan-esque" owner were 
nothing but hollow shells of fraud, another bank was suffering from a far bigger 
bank run. 


Readers will recall that in mid-October we reported that the Fed was quietly 
wiring increasingly greater dollar amounts to the Swiss National Bank - which 
eventually peaked at around $11 billion weekly - which in turn was then using 
these dollar swap lines to plug USD funding holes within one or more Swiss 
commercial banks. 


Swiss National Bank usage 
of Fed USD Swap Line 
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One didn't need to be a rocket surgeon to figure out that the bank in question 
was Credit Suisse, which had seen its stock tumble amid a relentless barrage of 
scandals, corporate mistakes and the occasional fraud (that we know of), and 
which we said was likely suffering from a painful behind-the-scenes bank run. 


Fast forward one month, when this morning the 2nd largest Swiss bank 
confirmed our worst-case speculation, admitting that it had just gone through a 
staggering bank run in which clients pulled as much as 84 billion Swiss 
francs, or $88.3 billion, of their money from the bank during the first 
few weeks of the quarter, underlining ongoing concerns over the bank’s 
restructuring efforts after years of scandals. 


Mammoth Outflows 
Credit Suisse experiences historic outflows in fourth quarter of 2022 


m Net New Money 
CHF 50bn 
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Source: Bloomberg Intelligence and company financial statements. 
Note: 4Q22 figure is from Oct.1 to Nov. 11. BI data only goes back to 1913. Bloomberg 


Of course, as FTX learned the hard way, bank runs don't have a happy ending, 
and the Zurich-based bank warned on Wednesday that it will face a loss of up 
to 1.5 billion Swiss francs ($1.6 billion) for the three final months of 
the year, in large part as a result of the decline in wealth and asset 
management client funds from the start of October to Nov. 11. That, according 
to Bloomberg, is the worst exodus since the financial crisis. 


The outflows were especially acute at the key wealth management unit, where 
they amounted to 10% of assets under management. While they have 
been “reduced substantially from the elevated levels of the first two weeks of 
October 2022,” they have yet to reverse, the bank said. 


This means that just as we expected, the massive dollar swap lines were being 
used by the SNB to provide Credit Suisse with much needed, critical funding; 
had the funds not arrived, Credit Suisse would likely have liquidated! 


The client withdrawals contrast with inflows at rival wealth managers in recent 
months. AT UBS Group AG, investors added more than $17 billion to the wealth 
management unit in the third quarter. Julius Baer Group Ltd. said on Monday 
that it saw a “clear improvement” in new money flows since the end of June, 
with wealthy clients adding a net 4.1 billion francs in the four months through 
October. 


“The massive net outflows in Wealth Management, CS’s core business alongside 
the Swiss Bank, are deeply concerning -- even more so as they have not yet 
reversed,” said Andreas Venditti, banking analyst at Bank Vontobel AG in Zurich. 
“Credit Suisse needs to restore trust as fast as possible - but that is easier said 
than done.” 


Analysts at JPMorgan Chase & Co. and Jefferies said the wealth-management 
outflows were much worse than expected, and warned that bank wasn’t out of 


the woods. Ethos Foundation, a proxy advisor, said more steps may be needed 
to restore investor confidence than the bank has so far outlined. 


“Cutting cost is one thing but growing the business is another one,” Vincent 
Kaufmann, Chief Executive Officer of Ethos, said on Bloomberg TV. “Maybe they 
can do both, but it remains to be seen.” 


Besides the massive bank run which has drained the bank's capital, the Zurich- 
based bank said it expects losses in both the wealth management division and 
its investment banking unit due to “subdued activity, market conditions, 
continued outflows of customer assets and the sale of non-core businesses.” 


The bank's grim outlook underscores the urgency for the bank's latest (and soon 
to be former) Chairman Axel Lehmann to put Credit Suisse on a sustainable 
footing again through a sweeping overhaul that will see its investment bank 
carved up and greater focus placed on private banking. Shareholders on 
Wednesday approved a capital raise of about 4 billion francs that’s 
needed to finance the restructuring, which will also see about 9,000 
jobs cut by 2025. 


“Credit Suisse is on an important journey,” Lehmann said in a speech posted on 
the lender’s website. “We will work to rebuild and refocus this proud 166-year- 
old Swiss institution with global reach.” 


The market was not as optimistic, and Credit Suisse tumbled more than 5%, 
crashing to a new record low. 


' 
| Credit Suisse 


In conclusion, the dismal Credit Suisse news provides a handy comparison 
between the fiat and crypto regimes: 


FTX was hit with record bank run, and filed for bankruptcy in days, 
with no central bank to bail it out. 


Credit Suisse hit with record bank run, and both the SNB and Fed 
rushed to bail it out. 


One wonders which system is a better representation of what true capitalism 
should be like... 

Censorship, media, government, court: nov22 
They literally took the black guys money without 


evidence, then just didn't give it back.... 
After hours of being detained, Johnson returned home the next day - without the money, 
and without the truck. He was never charged with a crime. 


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11450893/Arizona-cops-seized-40-000-cash- 
black-trucking-boss-traveling-buy-new-rig.html 


middle east, history, iran, Erdogan, sanctions, 
censorship, journal: kurdistan region only 
recognized after saddam was executed 


The Baghdad government only recognized the autonomy of the Kurdistan Region after 
the fall of Saddam Hussein, with a new Iraqi constitution in 2005 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurdistan Region 


Africa, journal, europe: nov22 


Emmanuel Macron Comes Clean: 
"We Need A Single Global Order" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, NOV 22, 2022 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Paul Joseph Watson via Summit News, 
During a speech at the Apec summit in Bangkok, where world leaders 


gathered, French President Emmanuel Macron called for a “single 
global order.” 


Macron made the comments while discussing the power interests of Russia and 
China and the threat of war. 


“We are in a jungle and we have two big elephants trying to become 
more and more nervous,” he said. 


“If they become very nervous and Start a war, it will be a big problem for the 
rest of the jungle. You need the cooperation of a lot of other animals, tigers, 
monkeys and so on,” added Macron. 


“Are you on the U.S. or the Chinese side? Because now, progressively, 
a lot of people would like to see that there are two orders in this world. 
This is a huge mistake, even for both the U.S. and China.” 


“We need a single global order,” he concluded. 


Macron’s words are sure to confuse the ‘fact checker’ industry, which continues 
to insist that claims about the ‘New World Order’ or one world government are a 
baseless conspiracy theory. 


Indeed, much hilarity ensued last week when it was revealed that Google-owned 
YouTube had effectively fact-checked a video published by ‘The World 
Government Summit 2022’. 


In the video, the host of a panel discussion asks H.E. Dr. Anwar bin Mohammed 
Gargash, Diplomatic Advisor to the UAE President, “Are you ready for a new 
world order?” 


Underneath the video is a fact check box about the ‘New World Order’ which 
links to a Wikipedia article that states, “The New World Order (NWO) is a 
conspiracy theory which hypothesizes a secretly emerging totalitarian world 
government.” 


The tone of the article debunks the notion that there is a move towards 
a ‘New World Order’, despite the panelists at the World Government 
Summit openly discussing that very agenda. 


Government, media, stats, war, 


journal: nov21 70 000 african migrants 
have entered not just europe, but italy alone, 
and just this year...WTF! 


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11448161/Italian-PM-Giorgia-Meloni-slams- 


France-forcing-Burkina-Faso-hand-50-imports.html 


censorship, vaccine, journal, 
narrative: nov20 very dystopian 


“We assess conspiracy theories linking the spread of COVID-19 to 
the expansion of the 5G cellular network are inciting attacks against 
the communications infrastructure globally and that these threats 
probably will increase as the disease continues to spread, including 
calls for violence against telecommunications workers,” the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security reported Wednesday in an 
intelligence report obtained by ABC News. 


“Violent extremists have drawn from misinformation campaigns 
online that claim wireless infrastructure is deleterious to 

human health and helps spread COVID-19, resulting in a global 
effort by like-minded individuals to share operational guidance and 
justification for conducting attacks against 5G infrastructure, some 
of which have already prompted arson and physical attacks against 
cell towers in several US states,” the report concluded. 


abcnewsdotgodotcom/US/feds-warn-attacks-related-bogus-covid-19- 
conspiracy/story 


finished here 

CISA has_defended its burgeoning social media monitoring 
authorities, stating that “once CISA notified a social media 
platform of disinformation, the social media platform could 
independently decide whether to remove or modify the 
post.” But, as documents revealed by the Missouri lawsuit 
show, CISA’s goal is to make platforms more responsive to 
their suggestions. 


History, middle east, tech, stats: islamic golden age, 
bagdad, 8th-14th century 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 

Islamic Golden Age#Mathematics 


history, holy roman empire, europe: Polish and Latin 
were the two co-official languages of the Polish- 
Lithuanian Commonwealth 


The Commonwealth was established by the Union of Lublin in July 1569, but the Crown 
of the Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania had been in a de 

facto personal union since 1386 with the marriage of the Polish queen Jadwiga (Hedwig) 
and Lithuania's Grand Duke Jogaila, who was crowned King jure uxoris Wtadystaw II 
Jagietto of Poland. The First Partition in 1772 and the Second Partition in 1793 greatly 
reduced the state's size and the Commonwealth was partitioned out of existence due to 
the Third Partition in 1795. 


The Union possessed many features unique among contemporary states. Its political 
system was characterized by strict checks upon monarchical power. These checks were 
enacted by a legislature (sejm) controlled by the nobility (szlachta). This idiosyncratic 
system was a precursor to modern concepts of democracy,“ as of 1791 constitutional 
monarchy ,2%2u221 and federation.2! Although the two component states of the 
Commonwealth were formally equal, Poland was the dominant partner in the union.2# 


It was one of the largest424# and most populous countries of 16th to 17th-century 
Europe 


King Frederick William II broke Prussia's alliance with the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth. He joined with Catherine the Great's Imperial Russia and the Targowica 
Confederation of anti-reform Polish magnates to defeat the Commonwealth in 

the Polish-Russian War of 1792. 


The 1791 Constitution was in force for less than 19 months. It was declared null and 
void by the Grodno Sejm that met in 1793,4 though the Sejm's legal power to do so 
was questionable. The Second and Third Partitions of Poland (1793, 1795) ultimately 
ended Poland's sovereign existence until the close of World War | in 1918. Over those 
123 years, the 1791 Constitution helped keep alive Polish aspirations for the eventual 
restoration of the country's sovereignty. In the words of two of its principal 

authors, Ignacy Potocki and Hugo Kottataj, the 1791 Constitution was "the last will and 
testament of the expiring Homeland." 


The Constitution of 3 May 1791 combined a monarchic republic with a clear division of 
executive, legislative, and judiciary powers. It is generally considered Europe's first and 
the world's second modern written national constitution, after the United States 
Constitution that had come into force in 1789.24 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of 3 May 1791 


middle east, history: nov19 Muhammad Ali of Egypt 
and the Sudan was an Albanian Ottoman 
governor and de facto ruler of Egypt from 1805 
to 1848, considered the founder of modern 
Egypt 

He was a military commander in an Albanian Ottoman force sent to recover Egypt from 
a French occupation under Napoleon. Following Napoleon's withdrawal, Muhammad Ali 


rose to power through a series of political maneuvers, and in 1805 he was 
named Wali (viceroy) of Egypt and gained the rank of Pasha. 


The dynasty he established would rule Egypt until the revolution of 1952 when King 
Farouk was overthrown by the Free Officers Movement led by Mohamed 
Naguib and Gamal Abdel Nasser, establishing the Republic of Egypt. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali_Pasha 


censorship, government, journal: novl9 ALAMEDA 
RESEARCH taking out PPP loans. 


(ZH) "FTX was founded in 2019 and in July 2021 did a $900 million funding 
round that valued the company at $18 billion. Later that year, it did another 
Capital raise at a valuation of $25 billion. Investors included Tiger Global and 
Temasek, per Reuters. 


In 2022, the company's valuation went to $32 billion when SoftBank invested 
near the top in January, putting $400 million into the business. 


We bet the company wishes it had the $370k back now...it could probably go a 
long way towards legal fees." 


Small business owner whose about to lose mortgage be like.... 


Companies and nonprofit organizations that receive PPP loans may 
have the loans forgiven if they meet certain criteria, including not 
laying off employees during the defined period covered by the loan. 
Applicants must attest in their application that the loans 

are necessary for their continuing operation. Note: This data reflects 
loan applications approved by banks and submitted to the SBA. It 
may not account for money not distributed to, or credit not used by, 
a given company. 

If you are a representative of this company and believe this record is 
in error, use this form to let the SBA know. 
projectsdotpropublicadotorg/coronavirus/bailouts/loans/alameda- 
research-llc-3971737204 


energy, government, journal, stats: there was an 
energy crisis in 2005? 


The problem in 2005, as now, was inflation in energy costs that was feeding 
through to inflation in general. Inflation in food prices was especially a problem. 
The Federal Reserve chose to fix the problem by raising the Federal Funds 


interest rate from 1.00% to 5.25% between June 30, 2004 and June 30, 2006. 
Stats, government: nov19 american demographics 
h hedge. 


over-past- 100- -years 
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/visualizing-u-s-population-by-race/ 


journal, stats: Top Israeli Physician Calls World 
Decline in Male Sperm Count a "Crisis" 


Fragile Fertility 


Average sperm count of men worldwide in 1973 and 2018 
(million sperm per milliliter of semen) 


7 


4 


1973 2018 


Source: Levine et al. Temporal trends in sperm count: a systematic review 
and meta-regression analysis. Human Reproduction Update (2022) 


statista %4 


"Members include senior figures in the health sector, namely people 
who have greatly influenced the structure of the healthcare system, 


existing services, and the health system management". 
https://publichealth.doctorsonly.co.il/about-the-israeli-association-of-public-health- 


physicians/ 


Commenting on the decline, lead author of the study, Hagai Levine, said "I 
think this is another signal that something is wrong with the globe and 
that we need to do something about it" adding: 


"I think it’s a crisis, that we better tackle now, before it may reach a 
tipping point which may not be reversible”. 


https://www.statista.com/chart/10439/sperm-counts-of-western-men-halved-in-38-years/ 


war, Sanctions, Russia, markets, 
energy, iran, Erdogan, journal: 


nov19 world oil deamnd is now ABOVE 2019 


levels by 1 million barrels.... 
In September, global oil demand was at 101 percent of pre-Covid levels, while crude 
production was at 99 percent of those levels, the data showed. 


The rise in September demand was driven by diesel consumption in China and 
gasoline demand in the United States, said the IEF, the world’s largest 
international organization of energy ministers. 


Yet, global inventories remain 442 million barrels below the five-year average, the IEF 
said. 


oilpricedotcom/Latest-Energy-News/World-News/World-Oil-Demand-Topped-Pre-Covid- 
Levels-In-September.html 


censorship, government, tech, media, ads: nov19 lawyer calls 
secret government installed andriod app 
"dystopian" 


“The Massachusetts DPH, like any other government actor, is bound by 
state and federal constitutional and legal constraints on its conduct. This 
‘android attack,’ deliberately designed to override the constitutional and 
legal rights of citizens to be free from government intrusions upon their 
privacy without their consent, reads like dystopian science fiction—and 
must be swiftly invalidated by the court.” 


Persuading the public to voluntarily adopt such apps may be difficult, but it 
is also necessary in a free society. The government may not secretly install 
surveillance devices on your personal property without a warrant—even for 
a laudable purpose. For the same reason, it may not install surveillance 


software on your smartphone without your awareness and permission.” 
— Sheng Li, Litigation Counsel, NCLA 


nclalegaldotorg/2022/11/ncla-files-class-action-against-massachusetts-for-auto- 
installing-covid-spyware-on-1-million-phones 


censorship, government, media, stats, journal, 
archive: nov17 Just what weve been waiting for!: a 
realife example of employees within the national 
security apartus getting bribed to hack into 
peoples personal accounts. 


"Oops": Fired Facebook Employees 
Took Bribes To Hijack User 
Accounts 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, NOV 17, 2022 - 02:10 PM 

Facebook parent Meta has fired or disciplined over two dozen employees 
and contractors over the last year who have been accused of improperly 
hijacking user accounts - in some cases for bribes, according to the Wall 
Street Journal, citing people familiar with the matter and documents seen by the 
outlet. 


The suspects accepted thousands of dollars in bribes from outside 
hackers in some cases. 


Some of those fired were contractors who worked as security guards stationed 
at Meta facilities and were given access to the Facebook parent’s internal 
mechanism for employees to help users having trouble with their accounts, 
according to the documents and people familiar with the matter. -WS/ 


The mechanism, known internally as "Oops," was created during the company's 
early years in order to help users who either forgot their passwords or emails, or 
had their accounts taken over by hackers. 


"Individuals selling fraudulent services are always targeting online platforms, 
including ours, and adapting their tactics in response to the detection methods 
that are commonly used across the industry," according to Meta spokesman 
Andy Stone, who added that the company would continue to take "appropriate 
action against those involved in these kinds of schemes." 


Meta contractor Allied Universal said in a statement that it "takes seriously all 
reports of violations of our standards of conduct." 


When users are locked out of their accounts, there are automated procedures to 
try and recover it - including trying to reach Meta by phone or email, which is 
typically an exercise in futility. 


"Oops," which stands for Online Operations, is supposed to be limited to special 
circumstances, such as friends, family, business partners and public figures as a 
way to cut in line for assistance. In 2020, it serviced over 50,000 tasks - up from 
22,000 just three years earlier. In order to file an Oops report, the employee or 
contractor lists an email address to be reset. They must answer a series of 
questions, including whether the request is being made for someone on CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg's team, a celebrity, Meta partner, or family member, 

the Journal! reports. 


Because so many people depend on social media for their businesses, or to 
manage critically important aspects of their lives, gaining illicit control of an 
account can be lucrative. Stolen Facebook and Instagram handles can be sold 
for tens of thousands of dollars on other online forums. 


But in part because the Oops system is off limits to the vast majority of 
Facebook users, a cottage industry of intermediaries has developed who charge 
users money to regain control of their accounts. In interviews with the Journal, 
some of those third parties claim to have access to Meta employees to help 
reset accounts. -WS/ 


"When you take someone's Instagram account down that they’ve spent years 
building up, you’re taking away their whole means of generating an income," 
said Nick McCandless, whose company McCandless Group operates a platform 
for content creators and charges people to reset their accounts through 
an inside contact at Meta. 


"You really have to have someone on the inside who will actually do it." 


Stats, media: nov17 "Organized Crime" Looters 
Steal Astounding $400 Million In Goods From 
Target Stores 


zerohedgedotcom/markets/target-suffers-400-million-losses-organized-crime- 
gangs-loot-stores 


house, inflation, government, journal (a sign of the times..): nov17 


Rates and inflation have priced out people making 
UNDER $100 000 


Shut Out 
Annual income needed to afford median-priced US home skyrockets 
$ 120.0K 
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Source: Redfin Bloomberg 


A new report via real estate brokerage firm Redfin Corp. found that in October, 
the average buyer needed to earn $107,281 to afford the monthly mortgage 
payment of a median-priced home, up a whopping 46% from a year ago of 
$73,668. 


Housing Affordability Worsens As 
Homeownership Out Of Reach For 
Anyone Making Under $100k 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, NOV 16, 2022 - 07:00 PM 


The US housing affordability crisis continues to worsen as mortgage rates 
Skyrocket to two-decade highs while the cost of an average home is still at 
bubbly levels. Financing costs are through the roof, and anyone earning less 
than $100,000 has been priced out of homeownership. 


A new report via real estate brokerage firm Redfin Corp. found that in October, 
the average buyer needed to earn $107,281 to afford the monthly mortgage 
payment of a median-priced home, up a whopping 46% from a year ago of 
$73,668. 


Considering there have been a record 19 consecutive months of negative real 
wage growth, most of which have been under President Biden's tenure, many 
prospective homebuyers have likely given up and are now renting (or back in 
their parent's basement). 
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Considering there have been a record 19 consecutive months of negative real 
wage growth, most of which have been under President Biden's tenure, many 
prospective homebuyers have likely given up and are now renting (or back in 
their parent's basement). 


"Affordability challenges are a major reason why home sales have slowed so 
dramatically over the last few months," Redfin said in the report. 
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What's made the affordability crisis worse is the Federal Reserve's most 
aggressive interest rate hiking in decades to quell inflation has sent the 30-year 
fixed mortgage above 7% within the last several quarters. 


E Bagkrate.com US Home Mortgage 30 Year Fixed National Avg - Last Price 6.93 


-2004 5-2009 2010-2014 2015-2019 2020-2024 


This has caused a 'payment shock' as elevated rates, high home prices, and 
faltering wage growth have priced out millions of Americans. 


According to the National Association of Realtors, today's souring homebuying 
environment has been described as the 'worst in decades'. 


E Housing affordability composite Index 
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None of this should surprise readers since we first stated in March that soaring 
interest rates would significantly challenge Housing affordability. 


Today, we see the "Death Of The American Dream And Home Ownership." And 
what's the result: you'll rent and own nothing... Well, that's a very similar 
statement from the World Economic Forum: by 2030, "you'll own nothing, and 
you'll (still) be happy. 


More importantly, all of this suggests home prices could be on the cusp of a 
major downturn. 
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We suspect 2023 will be a tumultuous year for the housing market until the Fed 
pivots. 


... And we almost forgot that a Bloomberg OP-ED earlier this year said anyone 
earning less than $300k should eat lentils. 


Bloomberg Bloomberg Opinion @ 
ae @bopinion 


Inflation stings most if you earn less 
than $300K. Here's how to deal: 


Take the bus 

Don’t buy in bulk 

© Try lentils instead of meat 

G3 Nobody said this would be fun 


Stats, war, sanctions: nov17 new tool 


shows map of us bases 
https://worldbeyondwar.org/no-bases/ 


stats, government, markets, journal: 
interesting comment found in zh comments section. 


International central banking was officially started in 1099. By **** in the 
Lombardi region of Italy 


Funny how you IRS form is coded 1099. | wonder how that came about? 


The **** financed and insured grain, its harvest, marketing and delivery and 
crop losses, but based these on "futures" pricing. What was the value of the 
grain not at harvest, but when it reached a distant market? Thats how they 
made a good profit, and they charged usury of course, which Christian and 
Muslims were forbidden to do. 


They now just do that in every market worldwide. Cohencidence? 


No. Ye was right all along. There is a reason for them being kicked out of 115 
city states, countries and protectorates since the exodus. If only those poor 
persecuted people (that you can't criticize) could explain why that is... 


censorship, government, history: 
novl17 picture 


< Gena Suarez - Follow eee 
6h-@ 


A New York 8th grader drew this. Perspective. HER 
perspective. 69 


Russia, war, sanctions, inflation: nov15 Interest 
on the national debt was $399 billion in FY22, 
up from under $300 billion in FY16, and is now 
on track to exceed $700 billion in FY24. 


theburningplatformdotcom/2022/11/14/fourth-turning-winter-of-death 


a sanctions, war: pipeline stats 


= supply-2022- 10-20/ 


stats, war, markets, government, 
history, journal: nov15 they declared force majeure..get it? "yeah, 
something happened, (cough) ". 


A force majeure clause is a contractual provision stating that certain 
contractual obligations are suspended on certain triggering events. 
(Typically, in a lease, a force majeure clause will go on to state that in any 


event, the obligation to pay rent and other sums will not be suspended. )jul 27, 
2022 


What Is a Force Majeure Contract Clause, and How Does It Work? 
(investopedia.com) 


Censorship, journal, readlater: nice free speech article with tons of links 


https://jonathanturley.org/2022/11/12/your-words-are-violence-coulter-cancelled-at- 
cornell/ 


energy, Stats: nov12 great energy 
infographic 
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/sp/why-fusion- 
will-power-the-race-to-net-zero/ 


stats, media: nov12 incredible infographic shows 
prices of illegal passports (The Dark Web Price 
Index 2022) 
https://cms.zerohedge.com/s3/files/inline- 
images/2022-11-11 12-34-31.jpg? 
itok=7zng35Eu 


ai, tech: nov8 Scientists used machine learning 
to develop a transparent window coating 


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article- 
11381285/Scientists-develop-transparent- 
window-coating-cool-buildings-without-using- 
energy. html 


journa, ai, tech: incredible new boston dynamics 
investmentwatchblogdotcom/new-killer-bots- 
just-dropped/ 


journal, stats, history: the internet was created by a brit 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_ Berners-Lee 


journal: data centers for the internet 


https://wordpress.com/forums/topic/wordpress- 
data-center-locations/ 


https://history-computer.com/the-10-largest- 
web-hosting-companies-in-the-world-and-what- 
they-do/ 


"While people often think of the Internet as an immaterial object, the data 
that makes up the Internet is actually stored at a very physical location: 
data servers. Businesses sometimes operate their own servers or rent out 
servers from data centers, enabling them to store online files -- like those 
that make up a website -- and make them globally accessible. Essentially, 
an Internet data center server is the saving location for files accessible from 
the Internet." 


https://smallbusiness.chron.com/internet-data- 


center-server-work-60422.html 


https://www.wired.com/2014/05/stunning- 
photos-of-the-internets-hidden-infrastructure/ 


energy, sanctions, war, Russia: Where $2 Trillion Of German 
Value Depends On $20 Billion Of Russian Gas 
zerohedgedotcom/markets/zoltan-what-new-world-order-will-look-after- 
europes-minsky-moment-where-2-trillion-german 


war, stats, history: aug26 scorched earth 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scorched_ earth 


journal, stats, markets: aug23 price of water does not reflect its real value 


https://www.ft.com/content/62ae2f7f-5101-4bae- 
9a89-884aa6a00d13 


tech, stats, ai: aug25 Quantum Leaps, Long 
Assumed to Be Instantaneous, Take Time 
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/quantum- 
leaps-long-assumed-to-be-instantaneous-take- 
time?utm_source=pocket-newtab 


censorship, government, journal: wired article about spyware and nso group 


https://www.wired.com/story/europe-spyware- 
scandals-greece/?utm_source=pocket-newtab 


censorship, government, journal: aug15 Phone 
Apps ‘legal malware’: cybersecurity expert 


“They Can Do Audio, Video, & 
Physical Surveillance On You 
24H/365D A Year": Rex Lee On 
Intrusive Apps 


by Tyler Durden 
Sunday, Aug 14, 2022 - 08:25 PM 


In this special episode, The Epoch Times' Tiffany Meier sat down with Rex M. Lee, 
cybersecurity adviser at My Smart Privacy. He helps shed light on China’s cyberattacks 
on America, how they affect us in our daily lives, and what can be done to stop them. 


Lee notes one way adversarial countries can get in is through invasive apps: 


“You have to look at an app as legal malware. And that’s the best way you can 
describe apps today. An app—whether it’s a social media app developed by Bytedance, 
such as TikTok, or Facebook, or Instagram—any of these apps, they are basically legal 
malware that enable the developer to monitor, track, and data mine the end user for 
financial gain 24 by seven, 365 days a year. 


“A single intrusive app enables the developer to collect over 5,000 highly confidential 
data points associated with the end user’s personal information, business information, 
medical information, legal information, and employment information because the 
surveillance and data mining done by these companies is indiscriminate, 
meaning that they’re not only collecting consumer information, they’re collecting every 
bit of information from the end user, including text messages, email, email 
attachments, calendar events, and so forth,” he added. 


As to just how invasive these are, Lee said: 


“What an app will do is it will interlink with all of the hardware on the device 
and the sensors on the device, such as camera and microphone, as well as 
sensors, such as the accelerometer. So they can do audio, video and physical 
surveillance on you 24 hours, 365 days a year while collecting those 5,000 
highly confidential data points on the end user. What they're doing is they 
package that and they monetize it. But also, as we’re seeing in the news, is that these 
tech companies are aligned with governments. So the information a lot of times is 
ending up in the hands of the government.” 


Meier also sat down with Greg Copley, president of the International Strategic Studies 
Association and author of “The New Total War.” He touches on the recent buzz over 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s trip to Taiwan and what that means for this November, 
both in terms of our midterm elections and Chinese leader Xi Jinping seeking an 
unprecedented third term. 


Copley said: 


“We’re now getting a better idea as to how the People’s Liberation Army 
[PLA] would fight a war against Taiwan, if it came to that. And if they in fact 
allowed the General Secretary Xi to make them go to war on the Taiwan issue, Japan 
has made it clear, and it repeated that declaration during Speaker Pelosi's visit, that 
Japan would support Taiwan in the event of a military attack by the People’s Republic of 
China. Certainly, the U.S. will be drawn into it one way or another. Yes, it would involve 
high risks and the potential for many casualties. But it would also involve higher risks 
for the People’s Republic of China, not just in the direct conflict between the PLA and 
the Republic of China armed forces and the United States armed forces and the 
Japanese self-defense forces, but also there are other forces who would become 
engaged automatically. 


“That probably would include Australia, but it would certainly include India, and the 
Indian factor is one which Beijing does not wish to discuss openly. Even in the current 
war game posture against Taiwan, the PLA started moving additional forces down into 
the Tibetan plateau to be ready for an Indian response there. The Indian response would 
be massive. India has a similar force capability in many respects to the People’s 
Republic of China, and could move the entirety of its forces against the PRC, both on the 
Tibetan plateau and in the Eurasian context, but also in the Indian Ocean in a naval 
context,” he added. 


Watch the full interview below: 


https://www.zerohedge.com/markets/they-can-do-audio-video-physical-surveillance-you- 


24h365d-year-rex-lee-intrusive-apps 


stats, markets, government, war, sanctions, 
china: aug8 Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Company: 53% of the foundry 
market 


https://www.visualcapitalist.com/top-10-semiconductor-companies-by-market-share/ 


2rocks.com/2020/06/the-chip-wars-of-the-2 1st-century/ 


